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EDITORIAL 


MARY, THE IDEAL VIRGINITY 


Marian Year incentive all religious intensify and deepen their 
spirituality. The Benedictine Sisters this country have additional in- 
spiration through the privilege recently granted them receiving the “Bless- 

ing and the Consecration Virgins.” Mary the ideal virginity, the 

“Virgin Virgins,” chosen and called the “bride God.” 

Through papal Indult given October 24, 1950, the Benedictine Sisters North 
America may make use the beautiful and ancient rite “De Benedictione Consecratione 
Virginum.” After the promulgation the Apostolic Constitution, Christi, 
November 21, 1950, doubt arose whether the Sponsa Christi abrogated the privi- 
lege earlier accorded the American Benedictine Sisters. memorandum from the 
Abbot Primate, the Most Reverend Bernard Kaelin, reporting communica- 
tion from the Office the Sacred Congregation Religious, September 24, 1952, clari- 
fies The memorandum states that since the Indult privilege, the 
Sponsa Christi does not abrogate the privilege.” Since the privilege was granted the 
Sisters accordance with their customs and approved Constitutions, “the obligation 
solemn vows does not hold,” nor are they “bound papal enclosure.” Furthermore, 
“No obligation for the individual recitation the Divine Office attached the use 
this privilege. The Monastic Office recited choir suffices.” 

Under the terms the Indult, religious who have never been married and who 
have made perpetual vows are eligible for consecration. While the Indult makes 
mention the age, the communication from the Abbot Primate recommends that 
might wise defer consecration until some years after perpetual vows in- 
centive for deeper and more mature spirituality. Some think that ten years after per- 
petual vows would mature age.” 

enable the Benedictine Sisters better understand and appreciate the nature 
and privilege religious consecration, the present issue the Benedictine Review 
devoted the theme virginity. Several articles present the distinctive character- 
istics consecrated virginity. Other articles treat the theme expressed 
liturgy and art. Like golden thread woven into the texture article the 
splendor Mary’s virginity sheds its luster. 

Mary, “Virgin Virgins,” the ideal, the Mother, the guide, and the guardian 
the consecrated soul. St. Bernard says that complete surrender God the very 
essence the vow virginity. Mary, view her future vocation, was inspired 
life make this vow. The dedication religious through profession cor- 
Mary’s vow taken before the Annunciation. St. Thomas affirms that 
solemn vows differ from simple vows sort consecratio being taken possession 
God. Scheeben, therefore, asserts: “As the conception Christ, which followed 
after Mary’s vow rightly regarded the consecration herself and her virginity 
this consecration may well taken solemnisatio voti.” its effect the consecra- 


tion virgins, according theologians, equivalent the solemn vow vir- 
ginity. 

St. Peter Chrysologus says that Gabriel hastened Mary, “not take the Virgin 
away from Joseph, but give her Christ whom she pledged.” adds, 
though Mary His Mother has been betrothed, she His bride virginity, and His 
Mother fecundity.” 

view her maternity, her love Holy Scripture, and her knowledge the whole 
mystery divine nuptials, Mary must have realized that her Son would the Bride- 
groom announced the Canticle Canticles. Even Nazareth she was willing 
share her Beloved with others and looked upon those with whom Christ would form 
alliance her children. Calvary her maternity was fully realized and publicly 
proclaimed. From that hour, the Fathers the Church maintain, the Virgin- 
Mother Christ became the Mother His Mystical Body. Since Mary the Mother 
all Christians, she very special manner the Blessed Mother all those who 
aspire the brides her Son. She inspires them with courage and teaches them 
love and grow the “fullness Christ.” 

Mary, through her consecration, became Joy-bearer and Joy-giver, rendering 
unique glory God and joy all mankind. perfect was her oblation and union 
with Christ that she possessed the secret the Incarnation and the Redemption. 
Her one concern from Nazareth Calvary and the end time that Christ may 
live and increase souls. She says today religious who, like other Marys, have re- 
ceived the privilege consecrated virginity, “Whatever shall say you ye.” 
Christ, through His Church, bids these religious radiate His spirit classroom, 
hospital, and orphanage. May they respond generously Mary did and unison 
with her chant her joyous Magnificat. 

Sister Teresa Ann Doyle, 
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Sponsa Regis Aeterni 
Rev. Borz, O.S.B. 


HIS title once most ancient 
and significant one given dedicat- 
spouses Other, equally 
glorious titles are, the Lord,” 
“Handmaid God,” “Sponsa Christi,” 
“Deo Such mystical titles and 
phrases are surprising only one ig- 
norant the high honor which con- 
secrated virginity was held every period 
the Church’s history. Virgins are, in- 
deed, one the greatest glories the 
Mystical Body Christ. our day 
and country, which witnessing the 
restoration the Benedictio Consecra- 
tio Virginum, once considered obsolete 
and almost extinct, well review 
this sacred rite and gem ancient liturgy. 
Our purpose offer our American 
Benedictine Sisters some historical and 
liturgico-theological reflections what 
consider great monastic heritage. 
Produced the golden age liturgical 
origins and master minds Christian 
antiquity, this great rite can inspire 
with the same inspiration ‘as produced 
great saints former times, even 
were only meditate and not also 
tevive its use. One wonders how such 
arich sacramental could ever relegated 
non-use? But then have other 
shifts outlook and piety 
and spiritual emphasis, which resulted 
newer forms piety and art that have 
stood the test time. 
The solemn rite consecrating virgins 
Was practically completed the tenth 
century, fact, soon after suffered de- 


Periodically, during the following 


St. Ambrose, Virginibus 27. 


centuries, saw renewals, for instance 
St. Charles Borromeo, the great successor 
Milan the great St. Ambrose. One 
reason given for its depreciation was dis- 
sension between theologians and 
The rise the mendicant orders the 
thirteenth century another reason. 
are not concerned with full historical 
treatment, but should not let the op- 
portunity pass without saying that, 
our age vital interest for the theology 
the Mystical Body, lively sense 
spiritual realities urges one sponsor its 
adoption. Our age one great new 
love for Mother Church, and the rite 
consecrating virgins requires true faith 
the nature one’s membership 
the Mystical Christ. makes its re- 
cipients Church-conscious. young 
woman becomes Sister nun, after all, 
not suit her own fancy. She con- 
secrated, not self-conscious, but 
think the Church and her needs, the 
service and praise God, the apostolates 
redemption. The function virgini- 
anything but selfish unfruitfulness. 
Whoever becomes spouse, whether 
merely human bridegroom Christ, 
thereby steps into new social environ- 
ment. Even the earliest known liturgical 
source which mentions the state virgins 
says them, “Widows and virgins shall 
often fast and pray behalf the 

Virgins have always enjoyed honor- 


ed, special position the Mystical Body 


Dom Pierre Puniet, Das Roemische Pon- 
tifikale, Geschichte und Kommentar, 146. 

The Apostolic Tradition Hippolytus, xxv, 
Vol. edited Gregory Dix. This early 
document was written about 215. 
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Christ. This not accidental. 
the consequence the divine Savior’s 
own attracting example and inspirational 
words about virginity His Kingdom. 
the very flower the Incarnation 
and the ripe fruit the Cross. The In- 
carnation united humanity the Son 
God what called the Hypostatic 
Union, indissoluble and spiritual wed- 
lock. Each nuptial the Church, 
whether the Sacrament the con- 
secration virgins, receives its authentic 
pattern from the Hypostatic Union. The 
whole Old Testament preparation 
God’s People was modelled pure and 
undefiled virginal concept, which has 
passed over into perfect fulfillment 
(virginity Christ) and less perfect 
one (marriage Christ). 

the virgin-mother Spouse Christ, 
Holy Church, the Divine Spirit distributes 
gifts and places and honors according 
God’s prior choice. virgin the Mys- 
tical Body God-made and God-chosen. 
Our Lord’s words apply her the 
disciples, “Not you have chosen me, but 
have chosen again, all 
can accept this teaching, but those 
whom has been early the 
fourth century see that virgins receive 
distinctive place between the hierarchy 
and the faithful, the ordered ranks 
(columnae) the liturgical basilica. 
They received the Body Christ, for 
instance, after the ministers minor or- 
ders. And the Litany the Saints re- 
flects the same high regard for virgins 
the Communion Saints. 

Holy Mother Church incorporates the 
Savior’s will her liturgical practices. 
When these latter are venerable Roman 
origin, ancient modern, have the 
additional guarantee fidelity tradi- 
tion and divine faith. The Church ex- 
presses herself also sacred art. Al- 


John 15: 16. 
Matthew 19: 11. 
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though must refrain from prolonged 
historical study, cannot resist calling 
attention the oldest known monument 
Christian belief concerning the blessing 
virgins, that is, with ritual and litur- 
gical character. not called “con- 
secration,” but there can doubt that 
the forerunner the rite conse- 
cration. 

refer the fresco the Roman 
catacombs St. Priscilla, dated the 
archaeologist Marucchi the third 
century, practically contemporary there- 
fore with The Apostolic Tradition Hip- 
polytus. The fresco stands arcoso- 
lio over tomb and depicts dramatic 
scene. center pictures large Oran- 
te, standing figure, symbolic the 
Church saint, with arms out- 
stretched prayer. the right seat- 
the Virgin-Mother God with her 
Infant her arms, she turning and look- 
ing toward the left, where the pontifex 
and his assistant (deacon?) give the sacred 
veil The Bishop venerable 
and resembles St. Peter, and can well 
the Pope Rome, according Puni- 
The rite Rome was reserved the 
Pope. Some interpret this Bishop 
pointing out the Virgin Mary the 
model the veiled virgin. any case, 
this fresco antedates written documents, 
yet clearly shows there was liturgical 
rite for the blessing virgins. the 
fourth century the practice more fully 
attested and established, the more 
abundant literary sources prove. 

The gap between the third and first 
centuries not without its stray 
ments, which prove the existence 
doctrine and practice. One spontaneous 
links all this with the words St. Paul 
Orazio Marucchi, Manuale 

Cristiana, 1923, pp. 329 and 331. See 

Wilpert, Die Gottgeweihten 

Ersten Jahrhunderten der Kirche, 1892, 


52ff. 
Puniet, op. cit., 143. 
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virginity. wrote the Corinthi- 
ans, “Now virgins, have com- 
mand the Lord, but give counsel 
“The unmarried woman also, and 
the virgin, concerns herself with the things 
the Lord, that she may holy body 
and St. Paul clearly has the theme 
spiritual espousals for virginity, when 
writes God’s name, jealous 
for you with divine jealousy. For be- 
trothed you one spouse, that might 
present you chaste virgin 
Presenting chaste virgin Christ! 
That the theme the parable the 
ten virgins awaiting the bridegroom;" 
the theme also the consecration 
virgins the Church. The Church, the 
Savior’s Mystic Spouse, visibly presents 
her virgins, who are waiting the angelic 
way life for their Bridegroom, Christ. 


Any our Sisters who reads the rite 
and prayers consecration will wonder 
the similarity its formulae with the 
present profession religious vows and 
will, consequence, wonder adopt- 
ing the ancient rite will not mean un- 
necessary duplication. The reason 
that the modern rituals profession, 
especially those for perpetual vows, bor- 
freely from the rite consecration 
virgins, are abbreviations the 
complete rite. While was only natural 
borrow from the full and ancient 
source, would unjust conclude 
that the consecration only repetition. 
Every writer the subject will deny 
mere duplication. 


Holy Mother Church has literally out- 
done herself with liturgical genius 
her beloved daughters “the 
King ages, immortal and invisible.” 
Seen from within, with the eyes faith, 
the ritual consecration unfolds vast 


drama, conceived out the sheer depths 

Corinthians 25. 

Corinthians 34. 

Matthew 25: 1-13. 


mystery espousals with Christ. 
our day have lost the sense solemni- 
and are prone regard and judge this 
exquisite liturgical piece with stop- 
watch, merely timing its length. Much 
our most sacred ritual (e.g., the Mass) 
has turned into silent, breathless race 
with time. Yet, what bride does not pre- 
fer the full and solemn marriage ritual 
the Church any hurried “sacristy 
the austere “parish house 
ritual,” rite even the altar 


Consecration Solemn Rite 


The ceremonial for the consecration 
solemn anything. The very first 
rubric the Pontificale Romanum pre- 
scribes that the rite take place within 
the context the Mass one the fol- 
lowing important days: the Epiphany, 
during Easter Week (“in Albis Paschali- 
Sunday. The highest solemnity 
assured the fact that only Bishop 
the Church confers the blessing (and, 
extension, also the American Benedic- 
solemnity the rite itself, its abundant 
scriptural symbolism, its beautiful chants, 
processions, prayers, the consecratory 
Preface, and dramatic action and symbols. 
All this cast form which paral- 
lels another solemn pontifical rite, the 
ordination deacon priest (with 
imposition hands, course, the con- 
secration virgins). Each the numer- 
als the following paragraphs stands for 
part element which matches some- 
thing the ordination rite. 


The first element the present 
sequence the consecration virgins 


Indult October 24, 1950, given the 
Abbot Primate the Benedictine Order and 
printed Ceremonial for the Consecration 
Virgins According the Roman Pontifical, 
1952 (published the Benedictine Convent 
Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri). 
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the invitation call (the postulatio and 
vocatio the ordination Using 
the words the Gospel parable, the arch- 
priest calls forth the virgins shortly before 
the Gospel the Mass and, the name 
Sancta Mater Ecclesia asks the officiat- 
ing pontifex consecrate these virgins 
consecrare Domino nostro 
Christo, summi Dei Filio, desponsa- 
The Bishop then asks: “Do you 
know they are worthy?” which the 
archpriest makes answer that, the best 
his knowledge, they are. Hereafter 
the Bishop formally declares his intention 
blessing, consecrating, and espousing 
the virgins Jesus Christ. invites 
them three times (in the words Psalm 
33), and here one reminded the three- 
fold progress the Lumen Christi the 
Easter vigil. They come forward pro- 
cessionally, carrying burning lamps like 
wise virgins the Gospel, the 
altar which the symbol Christ. 
They chant “with the whole heart” 
love, “seeking the Face” God. 

All this and the following only pre- 
The Roman Pontificale pre- 
supposes the vows, which proves that the 

consecration distinct and different from 
the vow virginity from religious pro- 
But there renewal the 
vow virginity, that the officiating 
may have complete assurance 
_the recipient’s intention. Similarly, the 
day before the consecration the Pontifi- 
cale enjoins that inquire into the dispo- 
sitions, freedom, age, firm desire, etc., 
the virgins individually. there 
mistake, asks: “Do you wish 
blessed and consecrated and espoused 
what follows not intend explain 

each counterpart the ordination rite. 

Needless say, there shadow claim 

sacerdotal powers implied when the Pon- 

tificale Romanum repeatedly used the term, 

“consecratio,” when parallels the rite 

consecration virgins that ordination. 


Mary, the Mother God, had priestly 
character and nevertheless mediatrix 


graces. 
See also Puniet, op. cit., II, 139. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ, Son the Most 
High God?” 

For the benefit our readers, whose 
mind there question, this renewal 
only further sealing the will what 
has already been completely given God 
the vows. Mother Church loves 
hear the words self-surrender repeated, 
and too must pleasing Al- 
mighty God and His Incarnate Son. The 
profession vows total human giving 
without reserve, all-out sacrifice made 
the inspiration and impulse divine 
grace. Now God stoops crown this 
His work with entirely new glory. 
visibly accepts the renewed sacrifice and 
imparts surpassing benediction, under- 
takes new and further transformation 
the human offering into the Sacrifice 
the Bridegroom. This, course, de- 
fies human words, all but the most 
elementary spiritual riches. also de- 
fies human understanding, but faith sees 
here new blessedness, new 
ness way life, new “deifying 
light” not this world. 

The Litany the Saints next. 
All kneel supplication, except the vir- 
gins who prostrate before the altar. 
see here the Mystical Body bowed peti- 
tion, beseeching all heaven for the divine 
gifts the consecration, for God’s special 
mercy, for new measure and fulness 
the Seven Gifts, for strength and per 
severance the virginal life earth. 
the Litany for ordination, find 
here the striking, repeated prayer (while 
the Bishop stands full pontificals, bless- 
ing): “That Thou wouldst deign bless 
and sanctify Thy handmaids here present.” 
After this the hymn, Veni Creator Spiri- 
tus, chanted, potent reminder the 
approaching solemn moment. The 
secratio Virginum not human achieve 
ment, but divine one. 

Blessing the Clothing and 
the virgins. The Bishop blesses the 


habits, the veils, rings, and crowns. The 
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latter three are the altar, the Epistle 
side. Like the priestly garments 
bishop and priest and other sacred minis- 
ters, and like the monk’s sacred garb 
investiture profession, the nun’s 
clothing comes from the altar and Christ. 
The altar, according the Savior Him- 
self, sanctifies whatever (ritually) 
placed ‘The garments and emblems 
consecration are also God-made. 
them inheres permanent supernatural 
quality. ‘They become sacramentals with 
power sanctify when used faith and 
charity. And the bishop prays, that 
these things signs contempt the 
world, defense against evil, means 
blessed chastity and sanctity, immor- 
tality and reward. compares them 
the Old Testament priestly vestments 
Aaron. The veil especially blessed and 
bol dedication and the heavenly 
nuptials. 


The Consecratory Preface and the 
foregoing oration The virgins 
come before the Bishop and kneel. 
stands with hands outstretched and chants 
the Preface, that eucharistic prayer 
matchless beauty and theological con- 
tent, which actually the heart the 
virginity and spiritual nuptials and 
prayer for the manifold graces and virtues 
consecration. were better have 
multiplied (in translation) and given 
Sisters for personal meditation than 
multiply words about The thought 
and crisp, classic language reminds one 
Pope Leo who may well the 
original author. The theology the In- 
for which Pope St. Leo 
famous, shines forth his homilies 
Epiphany. One striking thought fact 
that Jesus Christ the Spouse per- 
Petual virginity just the Son 


There exists separate translation, made 
Jerome Hay, C.SS.R. and published Life 
the Spirit, October 1952, pp. 150-152. 


perpetual virginity. The Preface extols 
virginity above marriage, and that 
constant Catholic doctrine. Implied 
also the supposition that this great 
rite blessing can well confer graces 
greater even than the sacrament mar- 
riage. the properly disposed recipient 
gives new sanctification. The con- 
secration virgins, like other great bless- 
ings (of abbot, abbess, the bridal 
blessing holy matrimony) can never 
repeated lifetime, and gives per- 
manently inherent quality. The Preface 
speaks the new angelic way life 
coming from God. not narrow 
concept virtue virginity that here 
extolled. The consecrated virgin must 
abound all virtue. One sees again the 
ancient, full view all virtues under 
charity, and also objectively balanced 
life, magnificently described measured 
Latin that almost defies translation. 

Conferring the Veil, Ring, and Crown. 
After the above consecratory prayer, 
which confers the inner spiritual espousals 
and union, witness further, outward 
unfolding that essence under three 
great symbols universally understood. 
Amid new, dramatic, chanted call and 
prayer and blessing, the pontifex gives 
the veil the virgin. Velamen sacrum 
the beautiful old name for it. The veil 
the most original, the most 
the most traditional, the most prominent, 
and also the most cherished the sym- 
given also those vows and even 
novices anticipation, but one wears 
with much right the espoused 
virgin Christ. The rite still shows that 
the present ceremonial developed from 
the primitive veiling virgins, the 
tio, which came after the vows. The veil 
the meaningful daily sign belonging 
Christ, more intimate sense than 
ever married bride belonged human 
husband. The spiritual spouse, now pub- 
licly known one espoused Christ, 
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should cultivate true humble sense 
dependency Him. 

When giving the ring faith and loy- 
alty, which later addition the 
original rite, the Bishop prays, espouse 
you Jesus Christ, the Son the Most 
High Father, and may keep you un- 
defiled. Wherefore, receive the ring 
faith, the seal the Holy Spirit, that 
you may called the spouse God, and 
having served Him faithfully, and you 
may crowned forever. the Name 
the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Amen.” Whereupon 
the virgin sings, “My Lord Jesus Christ 
has espoused with His ring and 
bride has adorned with crown.” 

Finally, the crown-like wreath “of vir- 
ginal excellence” and great mystic 
symbolism placed her head 
sign consecration conse- 
The crown appropriately kept 
for the future, St. Hildegarde stored it, 
for eternity, and used great festivities 
only, rather than worn. This part the 
rite reminds that the whole consecra- 
tion virgins crowning one’s pro- 
fession vows. 

Special prayers and blessings. The first, 
beginning with the words “Deus Plasma- 
tor corporum,” known the “Blessing 
St. Matthew,” the Apostle. begs 
God for special protection the newly 
consecrated ones. Growing during the 
course time and later added the rite, 
yet piece rich beauty. Its most 
ancient part begins with eis 
formal and solemn blessing, better, 
heaping blessings, virtues, and spirit- 
ual fruits the Holy Spirit. Finally the 
Anathema, which declaration dire 
punishment all who any way deter 
the virgins from their life divine service, 
interfere with their will rights. This 
Anathema will attract perhaps more at- 
tention than deserves the whole rite, 
and may regarded some sort 
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curiosity, mediaeval bann which 
not taken too seriously. must 
see it, however, strong light and guide 
the dark ages, when was the Church 
that raised womankind personal equali- 
with men, when the Church vindicated 
their rights. days when women often 
did not dare cultivate their own chosen 
way life, its value even civilizing must 
have been inestimable. The Church did 
not shrink from using every weapon 
her power stop sacrilegious hands from 
violating these consecrated women’s 
rights. The consecrated virgin was, and 
is, longer private person. For such 
are amused the maledictions the 
Anathema, might more profitable 
spend their efforts furthering modern 
woman’s dignity and virtue and rights, 
which are trodden down and exploited 
the new and more refined barbarians who 
kill the supernatural life the soul with- 
out fear God, man devil. 

The Sacrifice the Mass 
its Offertory the virgins approach 
procession and give their lighted candles 
the Bishop. The rubrics the Pon- 
tificale Romanum say expressly that mean- 
while the altar breads should prepared 
and counted out, one for each communi- 
cant spouse Christ. Holy Communion 
this day consecration surely 
great mystic experience the sacramen- 
tal order, foretaste the heavenly 
union. Accordingly, the newly professed 
spouses chant their Communion song, 
have tasted the honey and the milk 
His lips, and His Blood glows 
cheeks.” this point they are gathered 
again, all before the Altar, are the 
and ordinati after their ordina- 
tion. Now the Bishop seated and pre- 
sents each the book the Divine 
Office, with the commission pray 
officially “in the 


For nuns the official memorandum 
the Abbot Primate concerning the 
October 24, 1950, states: obligation 
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All the assembled pour out their thanks 
Almighty God the Deum, and 
after that the Bishop proceeds the 
entrance the convent and presents the 
kneeling virgins their Mother Superior. 
Only then returns and prays the last 
Gospel the Altar. 


Solemn Sacramental 


Linked with the holy Sacrifice and draw- 
ing its supernatural graces from the cross 
Jesus, the consecration virgins 
great sacramental, chain sacramen- 
tals. define sacramental out- 
ward sign, modelled after the greater 
signs called sacraments, instituted the 
Church. Also its mode working 
lesser one than that sacrament, which 
works opere operato, that is, the will 
and physical instrumentality the God- 
man. The working sacramental, 
the other hand, more through the faith 
and dispositions the one receiving 
using it, along with the working efficacy 
and prayer the Church. call that 
opere operantis The work- 
ing efficacy the Church always great- 
than our own, yet presupposing the 
right dispositions our part. be- 
longs the Church, the Mystical Body 
Christ, institute, arrange, regulate, 
and modify sacramentals (Canon 1145). 
Every sacramental, properly used, pro- 
duces supernatural effects. The main 
effect, emphasized, not human but 
divine. What God does greater than 
what man does. And this sacramental, 
which Holy Mother Church has marvel- 
lously fashioned after the sacrament 
Orders, the power and merits the 
same Holy Church, creates state and 
distinct position the Mystical Body 


for the individual recitation the Divine 
Office attached the use this privilege. 
The Monastic Office recited choir 
(Published Ceremonial footnote 


See Mediator Dei, number 27, for this explicit 
distinction. 


and produces the soul effects com- 
mensurate with its solemnity and beauty. 
true the mind the Savior, ex- 
pressed the Gospels; contains the 
rich heritage the Church’s treasury for 
virgin souls who give their all 
Christ’s; more than beautiful and 
dramatic ceremony; makes virgins 
sacred with godliness that lasts for 
lifetime and carries them into the eternal 
nuptials. 

The human preparation for this sacra- 
mental virginity may complex and 
take many years: all the more will its 
effects the soul transcend all human 
power describe. But the best efforts 
and human elements that into the 
virgin’s finite offering are only tokens 
what God does the soul. God had 
way making His People (His Old Testa- 
ment spouse) through vast historic 
trials and preparation, only foreshadow 
the fulfillment the Christ souls, who 
called Himself the Bridegroom. must 
keep our eyes faith open the rela- 
tion those riches God has promised 
faithful spouse. “Eye hath not seen!” 
What means taken into the cir- 
cuit the divine life the supernatural 
story Baptism. What means 
have the vow virginity crowned with 
the rite consecration the divine 
romance spiritual espousals. Only 
heaven, the third Lumen Christi, will re- 
veal how God can reward those who have 
loved Him more. 


Let recall here passage Pope 
Pius Mediator Dei know better 
the graces this sacramental. says, 
“Along with the Church, therefore, her 
divine Founder present every liturgi- 
cal The Savior present 
every liturgical rite. Therefore also 
the consecration virgin! How so? 
present mystically, which means 


spiritually real way. especially 


Ibid., number 20. 
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present His virgins the Mystical 
Body, those whom incorporates 
unique degree that solemn and sacred 
rite. espouses them the heavenly 
life. them lives the world to- 
day, giving picture perfection and 
working for the redemption souls. 

Just the greatness sacred Matri- 
mony not the natural order fecundi- 
ty, the greatness the rite con- 
secration not the natural order 
anything physical. Virginity, physical- 
ly, not perfection, but virginity the 
sign flaming divine love perfection. 
That perfection also new fecundity. 
special grace mystic espousal with 
Christ the redemptive fruitfulness. 
This language seems unreal and remote 
the world unbelief. Not the 
chosen spouse. She who shares the di- 
vine secrets and illumination and signs 
love, albeit clothed sacrifice and suffer- 
ing, alive with the hope super- 
natural offspring. The Virgin-Mother 
Christ was, first all, espoused God 
faith. Then she became the Mother 
all the redeemed. That, short, the 
vocation every espoused virgin: she be- 
comes the mother the redeemed. 
Where the world sees only detachment, 
often says “frustration,” the virgin 
sees new fulfillment and generous 
apostolates. spouse Christ, she be- 
gets children God into the world. The 
virgin spouse not sterile, but her mother- 
hood embraces all the redeemed. With- 
out that virginity and love there 
“heavenly offspring” out the baptismal 
font Holy Saturday. And the 
special collect, added the Mass collect 
the day consecration virgin, 
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speaks “perfect offering and 
consequent “full completion” 
God’s gifts. Surely, this highest blessing 
which woman can receive the Church 
(except for the blessing Abbess) 
should bring new fruitfulness the 
Church, new efficiency and power. 

One the glories the religious life 
our country and century the restora- 
tion the glorious rite consecration 
virgins. May our Sisters welcome it, 
coming from the bounty our present 
Holy Father, the rich fruit the Cross 
Christ, new source sacramental 
mysticism, token love from Christ 
Himself. Our American Sisters can say 
with St. Paul, have labored more than 
any them, yet not but the grace 
God with Why, then, should they 
not share the reward, the munus, 
Pope St. Leo called this rite consecra- 
They too should develop the kind 
mysticism that flows naturally from 
it, which flowers greater personal love 
for Christ than any woman can have for 
any man. They too are called the 
unique heavenly group 144,000 virgins 
who follow the Lamb and sing the special 
canticle. The rite consecration has 
the power intensify the sacredness 
religious life, confirm the soul vir- 
ginity and love unto final perseverance,to 
give great spiritual peace and joy. 
part the hundredfold promised the 
Bridegroom His closest followers. 
one the things into which the angels 
desire look. 


Corinthians 15: 10. 
Epistola 167 Rusticum, quoted 
Puniet, op. cit., 139. 
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Consecrated Virginity 


von HILDEBRAND 


Editor’s Note: here used not its strict traditional and liturgical meaning 
the Virginum” but the sense 


ONSECRATED virginity is, the 
first place, freely chosen. merely 
external virginity, which has not been 
deliberately adopted, even felt 
unwelcome and painful trial, has little 
with consecrated virginity out- 
ward poverty forcibly imposed has 
with poverty freely chosen. doubt 
who virgin against his her 
will can also pure, but that purity has 
advantage whatsoever over wedded 
purity, for brings with new value. 
the contrary, the attitude such 
person sex continues the same that 
virgin, male female, before mar- 
riage, until all intention marriage 
finally renounced. But this renunciation 
does not itself imply positive choice 
long God special fashion. Even 
when the circumstances her life have 
brought woman the conclusion that 
she called God celibacy and this 
conviction leads her renounce 
mony, this not necessarily explicit 
choice virginity the positive sense. 
The renunciation, indeed, alters her atti- 
tude sex compared with that 
virgin before marriage, inasmuch sig- 
its interior exclusion. is, how- 
not solemn profession virginity, 
but simple acceptance it, man 
might accept poverty had not freely 
chosen, but which God had imposed upon 
him. Even though would the 
case the renunciation were felt pain- 
ful the resignation will pos- 
special value, that value 
differs from that involved every 
submissive acceptance cross which 


God lays upon us. such case, there- 
fore, new and distinctive value at- 
taches the fact virginity compared 
with wedded purity; there simply the 
value which submission God’s will, here 
all other circumstances, brings with 
it. The same value, for example, pre- 
sent when unhappy marriage borne 
submissively the dispensation God’s 
Providence. 

Or, again, may consider different 
case. Virginity here regarded the 
subject her normal condition, because 
she has thought marriage. this 
case, doubt, the virginity cer- 
tain sense deliberately chosen, was 
not the previous instance; but with 
consecrated virginity has nothing what- 
special value attaching such virginity. 
Whether deliberately adopted 
practiced the obvious course any 
case not chosen for the sake its 
sublimity and profound significance. 
simply the effect purely natural 
inclination, and such represents ab- 
sence value compared with marriage. 
the mere consequence defect, in- 
asmuch the subject is, least far 
she personally concerned, incapable 
the high value which marriage repre- 
sents. greater good occupies her 
heart its place: there nothing but 
personal insusceptibility. doubt such 
person may pure, which case all 
the loveliness purity ennobles her be- 
ing, but the purity based, not upon the 
virginity, but general attitude 
which can equally exist the married. 
therefore evident that the mere fact 
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physical virginity such confers 
sort advantage over marriage, but 
rather involves certain lack value. 

But even when virginity freely chosen 
for the sake some noble object still 
divided entire world from con- 
secrated virginity. If, for example, 
woman renounces marriage order 
remain with her parents chooses pro- 
fession whose external conditions exclude 
marriage, that school teacher 
many virginity indeed 
freely chosen, but since its distinctive and 
profound religious significance not 
mong the factors which determine the 
choice does not necessarily effect close 
relation God. Nor even sufficient 
that virginity freely chosen because 
for one reason another believed 
the will God that the subject 
should remain that state, man 
might convinced that was God’s will 
that should adopt some particular 
secular profession. If, for example, be- 
come convinced that parents’ illness 
and need help message from God, 
bidding renounce marriage, that does 
not make virginity any way con- 
secrated Him. 

The virginity must directly chosen 
for God’s sake, and for other reason; 
and, moreover, order thereby be- 
not sufficient that chosen willed 
God; must referred Him far 
more directly; must actually con- 
secrated God. consecrated when, 
accordance with the words Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, freely 
chosen “for the kingdom heaven’s 
sake” (propter regnum caelorum). Jesus 
said His disciples: cannot receive 
this saying, but they alone whom 
given. For there are eunuchs which were 
born from their mother’s womb; and 
there are eunuchs which made themselves 
eunuchs for the kingdom heaven’s sake. 
Whosoever able receive it, let him 
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receive it” (Matt. xix, 11, 12). The words 
which state the motive for which con- 
secrated virginity chosen, “prop- 
ter regnumcaelorum,” have been differently 
explained. They are frequently under- 
stood the heavenly reward which 
waits the continent. But this interpre- 
tation that which confers upon virginity 
peculiar character and unique value 
simply passed over. And, which 
the most weighty consideration, this inter- 
pretation leaves the specially close rela- 
tionship Jesus which this virginity 
constitutes wholly unexplained. Nor yet, 
the words are taken state- 
ment the motive for which consecrated 
virginity chosen, able accept 
Fr. Wintersig’s interpretation, that 
caelorum” are understand 
the Church. Our Lord’s words are clearly 
intended state, not the objective raison 
virginity, the reason why there 
should virgins, but the motive for 
which the state virginity should 
chosen. The expression “kingdom 
heaven” possesses general and inclusive 
meaning the Gospels, which “for 
the kingdom heaven’s sake” often 
means the same “for God’s sake,” 
“for His glory,” that may also under- 
stood general statement the only 
motive which suits the context. may 
again recall the words ascribed St. 
Agnes: “The kingdom this world and 
every ornament thereof have scorned 
for the love Jesus Christ Lord, 
whom have seen and have loved, 
whom have believed, who 
choice.” Only when virginity chosen 
for the love Jesus, belong Him 
particular and closer fashion, and thus 
give special glory God, does pos 
sess the character which makes 
secrated virginity. Only the will the 
individual, who out love will give 
self more closely Christ, able 
far the motive concerned trans 
mute merely physical into consecrat- 
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edvirginity. purely external consecra- 
tion God made the Church over 
the head the individual contradic- 
tion terms, since incompatible 
with the nature the Church could 
never constitute consecrated Christian 
virginity. 

This can seen most clearly com- 
paring with the Christian virgin the con- 
secrated heathen virgin, the Vestal. Not 
only does the virginity the Vestal lack 
the lifelong obligation, whereas Christian 
virginity, shall later see, must 
its very nature perpetual, but, what 
more important, the virgin’s free choice 
wanting. The Vestal Virgins were 
selected and appointed without their con- 
sent being asked. And this itself ex- 
the motive for which Christian 
virginity freely chosen, the love God, 
which alone can bring into real rela- 
tion with Him. The heathen virgin was 
treated mere thing and handed over 
the god goddess piece proper- 
ty. This fact altered the entire com- 
this pseudo-religious virginity. 
Virginity here regarded from purely 
natural stand-point and represents some- 
thing purely vital. does not transcend 
the domain physical sex. Whereas 
Christian virginity with its supernatural 
destroys every hankering after 
the charm sex, with this natural vir- 
ginity this means the case. 
the contrary is, speak, from the 
sexual point view that this virginity 
valued. need only contemplate 
the impassable gulf which divides the 
natural vital ideal virginity exempli- 
fied Artemis from the hallowed chasti- 
the most blessed and ever Virgin 
Mary. 

The most radical distinction, however, 
between heathen and Christian virginity, 
that which determines this absolute dif- 
ference quality between them, does not 
consist simply the fact that the former 


lacks the free choice indispensable for 
genuine self-dedication God and the 
love which its motive, but primarily 
this: the deity whom the pagan vir- 
gin was consecrated was false god, not 
the true God, One Three, who reveals 
Himself Jesus. Moreover, heath- 
virginity does not owe its form the 
operation the supernatural union 
human nature with God effected the 
Incarnation the eternal Word and the 
consequent nuptial relationship the 
Church and Jesus. But remains true 
that the kind consecration also de- 
termines the difference quality between 
the two. The love God, here the in- 
dispensable motive, which essentially 
grounded God’s infinite love for man, 
whom loved that gave His only 
begotten Son, and which actually 
this divine Love, 
thinkable only within the mystical body 
Christ. 

Consecrated virginity, therefore, can 
exist only when member Christ’s 
mystical body freely chooses perpetual 
virginity, out love for Him, and, more- 
over, order that virginity belong 
more closely Him. But even this 
not enough. Yet another factor essen- 
tial the explicit vow virginity. 
the social act vowing that the 
virgin first places her virginity the 
hands God and solemnly binds her- 
self it. 


The distinctive nature consecrated 
virginity compared with every other 
now clear. Only when the virginity 
freely chosen out love Jesus order 
belong more closely Him and 
give glory God, and, moreover, vowed 
perpetuity, does become consecrated 
Virginity. 

*From Defense Purity Dietrich von Hil- 
debrand published Sheed Ward, Inc., 


New York. Reprinted with the permission 
the author and publishers. 
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The Old Order Changeth 


Sister Jerome O.S.B. 


AST month rode the pleasant 

drive that winds front Mount 

St. Scholastica, some lines George 

Crabbe that read long ago came back 
me: 


Time has touch’d gently his race 
And left odious furrows face. 


Time’s touch singularly light and 


marring monasteries and convents. 
They are not built for weeks months 
years, but for centuries, and they stand 
against the sky solid and unchanged. 
True, man’s inventions can destroy them, 
but those who trust God’s Provi- 
dence, the incense prayer that rises 
daily from their spires surer protec- 
tion than radar screen, and chapel 
stalls are safer than bomb shelters. 

The Benedictine spirit prayer and 
work permeates Mount St. Scholastica to- 
day has down through the years. 
Our Holy Father St. Benedict left much 
the discretion the Abbot and gave 
his Rule sufficient elasticity make 
adaptable changing times. Like the 
physical plant, this spirit has gradually 
increased and developed, while remaining 
essentially the same. And yet, those 
who peopled the halls Mount St. Scho- 
lastica 1914 could come back them 
now, those who live them now 
could step back into 1914, both groups 
would find differences within and without. 


1914 there were only three 


buildings, the convent, the old academy, 
and St. Cecilia’s Hall. Few changes 
were made the convent until 1936, 
when wing was added the southeast 
for the novitiate. 1948 the heating, 
lighting, and ventilating systems the 
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choir chapel were renovated, the middle 
pews were replaced stalls, large 
mosaic was placed behind the main altar, 
and new windows were put in. While all 
agree that these windows exquisite blue 
glass are more artistic and liturgical, 
many remember with tinge nostalgia 
the old ones depicting the bee-hive 
work, the swift foot obedience, the 
ladder humility, the deep night 
silence, and the all-seeing eye God, 
which they gazed with such fervent 
devotion during their novitiate days. 
This was the only chapel the institu- 
tion 1914. The community numbered 
about 300 when everyone was home for 
the summer vacation. The older Sisters 


occupied the 120 stalls, while the 


ones knelt the pews used the acade- 
girls during the school year. The 
first move make more room for the in- 
creasing community was set extra 
pews the middle aisle. Next, the girls’ 
dining room aross the hall was annexed 
for the overflow from the chapel. Then, 
when the college building was completed 
1924, one the study halls served 
temporary chapel for the vacation 
months. Sunday conferences were given 
the community room, where Father 
Abbot Innocent, looking very much like 
St. Benedict himself with his long flowing 
beard and patriarchal bearing, explained 
the Holy Rule, chapter chapter. 
The college was built what was 
1914 large potato patch stretching north- 
ward from St. 
home was the present Marywood, and 
their greenhouse was near the site 
St. Catherine’s. the south the 
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convent, the Woodhouse family lived 
what now Benet Hall. The old acade- 
my, the “middle building,” was torn town 
1936 make place for St. Scholastica 
chapel. The community felt that this 
chapel should stand the center the 
campus, since the very heart the 
institution. 

The order the day was much the 
same now, with one important ex- 
ception the rising bell rang 4:20 
instead 5:20. Once when candidate 
arrived looking very tired, the compassion- 
ate novice mistress, Sister Josephine, told 
her she might “‘sleep late” the next morn- 
ing. The candidate’s interpretation 
that was until nearly noon. 5:40 
novice came awaken her for Mass, but 
the candidate protested that she was sup- 
posed sleep late. have already 
slept late,” explained the novice, “the 
rest have been for hour and 
twenty minutes.” was the earliest the 
candidate had ever risen her life! 

Then, now, the novices and candi- 
dates worked the laundry, waited 
table, washed dishes, and helped with the 
cleaning, addition attending their 
classes the Holy Rule, tyrocinium, and 
Divine Office. the summer they often 
went the garden, where, under the 
direction big-hearted Sister Benedicta 
Rudroff, they picked beans, cherries, 
apples, grapes, and berries, or, with Sister 
Francesca Schneider guide, they hoed 
the flower beds. One the summer 
chores was “to watch” the cherry trees 
over the hill near the cemetery, lest youth- 
ful vandals the neighborhood steal the 
fruit before could picked for canning. 
Many quiet afternoon the novices spent 
out there sitting the green grass, saying 
the rosary while gazing into the beautiful 
blueness the sky and meditating 
the greater beauty beyond. 

There were electric dishwashers, 
polishers, ironers, dryers those days, 
and much the work had done 


hand. was heavy times, but sancti- 
fied under the inspiring guidance our 
saintly novice mistress, and lightened 
the cheering smile and encouraging word 
Mother Aloysia, whose ubiquity used 
astound us, often did she appear 
any moment, any place where were 
working. 

1914 was still the horse and buggy age, 
and automobiles were rarities. black 
carriage driven “Sweet William,” 
the students called him, carried the older 
Sisters the station and town. The 
younger ones walked, or, occasion, 
boarded the lone street car which rattled 
along Fifth Street. Mother Lucy used 
tell the following incident which occur- 
red 1915. Some Sisters were 
St. Patrick’s, about nine miles south 
Atchison. The man who promised 
drive them there his buggy failed some- 
how appear. Another gentleman who 
owned one the few automobiles 
Atchison, offered take them St. 
Patrick’s his car. solemn consulta- 
tion was held which the propriety 
Sisters riding automobiles was con- 
sidered, and was decided call Father 
Abbot Innocent get his opinion. 
conceded that case serious necessity 
(as the present one seemed be) might 
permissible, with the understanding, 
however, that the curtains the car 
drawn, and that this exception not 
taken excuse for others ride 
cars flimsy pretexts. 

The academy girls gave programs, usu- 
ally musical, the old study hall, and 
the Sisters frequently assisted them. 
They also attended two unforgettable 
series lectures given Father Martin 
Veth, later Abbot Martin, one Dante 
and the other St. Catherine Siena. 
Father Martin and Father Matthias 
Stein were the Mount chaplains for many 
years, and both were reverenced and be- 
loved Sisters and students. Father 
Martin, the quiet, reserved, priestly type, 
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came the Mount weekdays say 
Mass, teach religion, hear confessions, 
etc., while Father Matthias, friendly, 
jovial, and expansive, came Sundays. 
occasion Father Matthias brought his 
younger brother, Father Ignatius, pre- 
sent program which consisted drama- 
tic readings, cuts from Shakespeare, and 
the like. was good entertainer and 
his audiences were enthusiastic. 


Summer school was very simple mat- 
ter before Sisters had worry too much 
about credits and degrees. Classes were 
held for couple hours the morning, 
and the afternoon was devoted reading, 
praying, sewing, and canning. the 
evening every Sister took walk, unless 
excused the superior. Groups could 
seen making tour the buildings 
heading for the cemetery, and making 
final stop the grotto Lourdes 
the way back. Numbers were fewer and 
life seemed more leisurely 1914. 


First Colorado Mission Opens 


had about forty missions, none 
them very distant from the motherhouse. 
When Walsenburg was opened 1914 
and Sister Etheldreda Meyer departed 
with five other Sisters, special prayers 
were said for those going long jour- 
ney, very far did Colorado seem. 
Many the Sisters got their start 
teaching under Sister Euphrasia Coleman 
St. Benedict’s Kansas City, Kansas, 
under Sister Irmena Tiehen St. An- 
thony’s, also Kansas City, under 
Sister Hilda Boos Seneca. These were 
three the largest and oldest schools 
taught the Atchison Benedictines. 

Among the Sisters living the mother- 
house 1914, some especially stand out 
bold relief against the backdrop 
memory. First all, there was the 
strong dominating personality Mother 
Aloysia Northman, with her kind, mother- 
heart, her great trust God, her bound- 
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less charity, and her energetic pioneering 
spirit. The growing community needed 
valiant woman her type with the 
vision for the future and courage for the 
present that leadership demands. 
contrast, her suprioress, Sister Angela 
O’Gorman, was gentle and mild. She 
had been mistress novices from 1884 
1908 and had also taught art the 
academy. Many those who came 
contact with her remarked how well her 
name suited her. With her clear blue 
eyes, innocent expression, and sweet 
smile, she seemed truly angelic. 

Sister Rosalia Krieger, the procurator, 
had come Kansas from Baltimore, and 
retained some her eastern accent and 
cosmopolitan outlook. She was great 
business woman and relieved Mother 
Aloysia much the burden connected 
with the finances the 
Clever and witty, her happy disposition 
and ability see the bright (even funny) 
side things, were great asset the 
moments stress and strain that are 
bound arise even the most peaceful 
communities. She usually accompanied 
Mother Aloysia her visits the mis- 
sions, where she was ever solicitous 
see that the Sisters, especially the poor- 
places, had what they needed live 
healthfully and contentedly and 
efficient work. 

Sister Lucy Dooley, principal “St. 
Louis grade school Atchison, 
1914, was light-hearted and carefree, 
blissfully unaware the burdens which 
were fall upon her some ten years later 
when she became prioress the communi- 
and mother-president the Congrega- 
tion, after the death Mother Aloysia. 
She thoroughly enjoyed her school work 
and daily endeared herself more her 
Sisters and pupils account her gifts 
sound common sense, sympathetic 
understanding human nature, and utter 
trust God, which fitted her perfectly 
for the offices she later held. 
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Sister Adelaide Cass, directress the 
academy from 1892 until 1926, guided 
the students with gentle but firm hand. 
She never raised her voice, but the low, 
quiet tones that gave order recom- 
mendation were always heeded. The 
girls admired and respected her for her 
dignity and impartial readiness assist 
them all. Sister Adelaide had taught 
school before entering the convent, and 
owing this experience and her ad- 
ministrative ability, she was put charge 
the academy four years after she had 
made last vows. Forgetful self 
exceptional degree, her two great in- 
terests were the community and the girls 
confided her care. 

Sister Edith Stein was Sister Adelaide’s 
right hand the academy. She was 
also charge the music department, 
which from the early years was outstand- 
ing. She took deep personal interest 
the students and followed them with 
motherly concern even after they left 
school, Many “old girl” returned 
wrote back moments difficulty 
doubt ask Sister Edith’s sound advice. 
She became subprioress 1921 after the 
death Sister Angela 1920. Her great 
consolation her last years was the 
Divine Office, which she had always loved 
and which she attended faithfully until 
couple days before her death. 

Sister Hildegarde O’Keefe was one 
the most beloved members the com- 
minity, she was likewise held affec- 
tionate esteem the students, who 
confided her their troubles and sought 
her aid their worries. was she who 
foresaw the need higher education and 
urged sending Sisters away study for 
degrees. The first Sisters the com- 
munity who ever went away universi- 
were Sisters Hildegarde, Adelaide, 
Dorothy, and Bernarda, then recently 
who attended the Catholic 
University during the summer 1917 
when Dr. Thomas Shields was director 


Sisters College. 1914 Sister Hilde- 
garde became secretary the communi- 
ty, office which she retained until her 
death 1930. She wrote much beauti- 
ful verse. Those who saw her “Written 
Gold,” which she composed and pro- 
duced the occasion Abbot Innocent’s 
Golden Jubilee 1916, will never for- 
get it. 

Old students will remember special 
way the prefects, Sisters Loretta Gleason, 
Eusebia Rooney, and Thecla Schecher, 
who labored unselfishly night and day 
make them happy and good, help 
them adjust boarding-school life, and 
prepare for the adult life which would 
follow. Sisters St. John Toussaint and 
Mary Agnes Miessler, two the Bene- 
dictines exiled from France 1904, 
assisted the prefects and taught the girls 
fancy work and sewing along with many 
other lessons the side. Sister Gene- 
vieve Scanlan, always gracious 
everyone, was charged with the guests 
never wanting convent monastery, 
whom she literally received Christ 
Himself, according the injunction 
St. Benedict. Sister Scholastica Kratsch- 
mer taught music the academy, and, 
with Sister Flavia Hogan, chaperoned the 
students their walks town the 
station, plays St. Benedict’s, and 
the Pontifical Mass said twice year 
the abbey church. 

Over the convent Sister Juliana 
Oestereicher was charge the one 
kitchen which took care the Sisters, 
students, priests, guests, and hired men. 
When Sister Rosalia looked the door 
rubbing her ring, this signified that the 
Most Reverend Bishop was the house 
and would stay for dinner. Sister Odelia 
Schenk, another the French exile 
Sisters, was immediately sent for shine 
the dining room and serve His Excel- 
lency true episcopal style. 

Sister Ebba Kramer and Sister Benigna 
Barnett lovingly and devotedly took care 
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the sick and bedridden, who were not 
very numerous excepting times 
epidemic, as, for instance, the influenza 
which swept the country 1918. Sister 
Agatha Robinson was charge the 
clothes-cupboard, always apple-pie 
order, and Sister Agnes Glancy knitted 
hose quaint old machine, astounding 
the gaping novices who watched her 
her dexterity and swiftness. These no- 
vices rarely entered the sacrosanct pre- 
cincts the second floor excepting when 
they went there clean Saturdays. 
Then they sometimes met some the 
venerable old Sisters who had cells there— 
Sisters Gregoria Moser and Amanda 
Meier, both whom had been the 
original group seven who came from 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, 1863, establish 
the community Atchison; little Sister 


Gertrude Kapser who followed them 


years later 1865, and Mother Theresa 
Moser, Sister Gregoria’s sister, who was 
prioress the community from 1884 
1896. 

Many other Sisters were living 
Mount St. Scholastica 1914, who wrote 
their names indelibly into her history and 
traditions, Whether their lives would 
recorded even remembered here below 
was not all important their reckon- 
ing. The sole motive their fidelity 
the Holy Rule, their devotion the Opus 
Dei, their prayer and work, humility and 
obedience, was: “That all things God 
might Only the last day, 
when the recording angel opens the Bene- 
dictine chapter the great Book Life 
will the secret their hidden sanctity 
revealed. 


Workshop Study Benedictine Prayer Life 


was the consensus opinion the 
thirty-eight Novice Mistresses who 
met the Benedictine Convent Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, late 
October, that more favorable en- 
vironment could not have been selected 
for this, their second workshop. at- 
mosphere permeated with intense litur- 
gical prayer life confirmed our 
knowledge that were truly house 
God.” motivated the discussion 
“Benedictine Prayer Life, Source Per- 
sonal Sanctification and Fruitful Labor,” 
the theme the Workshop. 

The program committee did splendid 
task outlining unified program 
topics. The lectures 
moderators and the auxiliary papers 
the Sisters each succeeding day follow- 
remarkably logical sequence. The 
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planning committee was composed 
Rev. Mother Carmelita Quinn, 
Prioress General the Congregation 
Perpetual Adoration, who was hostess 
the group, and Sister Augustine Finken, 
also Clyde, Missouri. Others 
who assisted organizing the Workshop 
were the following: the Rev. Patrick Cum- 
mins, Conception Abbey, Concep- 
tion, Missouri; the Rev. David Kinish, 
St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, 
Kansas; the Rev. Paschal Botz, 
St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minneso- 
ta; Sister Clarita McGarity, O.S.B., and 
Sister Pazzi Mispagel, Mount 
St. Scholastica Convent, Atchison, Kan- 
sas. 

his address welcome the Rt. Rev. 
Stephen Schappler, Abbot Con- 
ception Abbey, Conception, Missouri, 
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sured the Sisters that and his com- 
munity wholeheartedly supported the 
project. Father Patrick Cummins sound- 
the keynote the Workshop his 
paper the Prayer,” when 
stated that contemplation not 
extraordinary phenomenon, but rather 
the normal thing for Benedictine. 
should the ambition Benedictines 
acquire the skill pure prayer. Father 
Patrick’s long experience novice mas- 
ter and professor the seminary ad- 
mirably qualified him outline simple 
yet profound manner St. Benedict’s 
doctrine humility. This virtue un- 
derstood Benedictines is, course, the 
broad concept was held the early 
Christians. the basis that funda- 
mental principle the Holy Rule, name- 
ly, the relationship the father the 
child. The doctrine the “Fatherhood 
God” the predominantly Benedic- 
tine spiritual principle our century. 
The various steps St. Benedict’s 
der Humility” are, said Father Patrick, 
the stages leading union with God 
pure prayer. Father made use the 
parable the “Vine and its Branches,” 
applying various seasons the 
liturgical year, illustrate the growth 
grace accompanying the ascent St. 
Benedict’s Storey Mountain.” 
also gave numerous examples clari- 
the principles enunciated. The 
fact that St. Benedict the Holy Rule 
uses the chapter “Humility” intro- 
duce several chapters prayer indica- 
tive the importance places upon the 
dispositions requisite for prayer. These 
dispositions determine the quality our 
for the theology prayer means 
dispositions which necessarily make our 
Prayers good. These are found the 
twelve degrees humility under the guid- 
ance the “Vine and the Branches.” 
The Very Rev. Conrad Louis, St. Mein- 
tad’s Abbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana, nar- 
down the topic theology, intro- 


duced the first day, and spoke “Sacred 
Scripture the Foundation Benedic- 
tine Prayer Life.” Father Conrad re- 
marked that since the Americans are the 
“workiest people” the world, our task 
Benedictines help them sanctify 
that labor. Our specialty should that 
perfecting the balance between work 
and prayer. have,” said Father Con- 
rad, “the only key our nation’s real 
greatness.” 

Since our prayer life based chiefly 
the Missal, the Breviary, and the Bible, 
obvious that Sacred Scripture the 
foundation our Benedictine prayer life. 
The superiority Scripture form 
prayer was convincingly presented from 
Christ’s own life and from that our 
Founder. God gave the Scriptures, 
given back Him, His Son did 
the form praise. Christ’s prayer 
life has passed into the liturgy and has 
become our Benedictine heritage. St. 
Benedict knew and lived the Scripture. 
made the basis his spiritual testa- 
ment and his own life was patterned after 
Scriptural men. “If give the world,” 
said Father Conrad, “the fruits St. 
Benedict’s contemplation, his prayer life, 
his Rule plan for deifying work, then 
will heeding the Pope Rome’s 
mandate us, return the spirit 
Our Founder.” 

masterful way, Father Conrad 
showed how practically every chapter 
the Rule preparation for the Opus 
Dei. this session, well every 
subsequent session the Workshop, 
Father Conrad, who Professor Scrip- 
ture, revealed his own knowledge and 
love the psalms. 

Each day the lectures given the 
priest moderators were followed 
auxiliary papers presented the novice 
mistresses. Sister Ferdinand Yank- 
ton, South Dakota, discussing “The 
Place Sisters the Mystical Body 
Praying,” showed how the very fact 
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that have pronounced our vows accord- 
ing the Rule St. Benedict, our lives 
are steeped the liturgy, the prayer 
the Mystical Body. our apostolate 
ptay and with the official voice 
Christ and all its members. Several 
papers were practical nature, such 
Sister Clarita’s “Teaching Novices 
rialism, egoism, and self-analysis which 
dull the spiritual aspirations youth to- 
day, Sister Clarita showed how the litur- 
gical approach prayer the secret 
the transformation into “other Christs,” 
one the chief objectives training 
the novitiate. With the quotation from 
the Holy Rule, “With the Gospel our 
guide, forward His paths,” Sistre 
Gregory Guthrie, Oklahoma, gave 
several practical suggestions show how 
novices may trained know Christ’s 
word “run with heart enlarged 
and with unspeakable sweetness love 
the way God’s commandments.” 

The third day the Workshop, devot- 
the Divine Office, was under the 
able chairmanship the Rev. Bernard 
Sause, St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, 
Kansas. Father Bernard stated that too 
much emphasis today being placed 
the How, the externals the Divine 
Office, and lamentable lack time 
being spent the Why and the What 
are praying. must pray the Office, 
not merely proclaim it. must “wor- 
ship through singing, not worship the sing- 
ing.” Although all were agreement 
that chant not end itself, there 
was discussion the emotional element 
this form praise. Father Bernard 
gave many valuable suggestions for acquir- 
ing intelligent appreciation the psalms 
based his own experience novice 
master. 

series papers were given group 
Sisters the various hours the 
Divine Office. Most these took the 
form historical development and the 
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organic structure. the paper 
Matins, Sister Claire Eau Claire, Wis- 
consin, stressed the importance this 
hour preparation for the Holy 
Sacrifice. She recommended that all 
Sisters, including those the branch- 
houses, should use Sunday Matins 
preparation for their Sunday Mass, 
Others who gave papers the various 
hours were the following: Sister Augus- 
tine, Clyde, Missouri, “Lauds”; Sister 
Mary Robert, Ferdinand, Indiana, the 
“Little Hours”; Sister DeSales, Clyde, 
“Vespers”; and Sister Gabriel, Bristow, 
Virginia, 

Sister Veronica Bismarck, North 
Dakota, and Sister Evelyn Chicago, 
summarized yet comprehensive form, 
gave reasons “Why St. Benedict Chose 
the Psalms for his Monks.” these 
papers amplified the ideas contained 
the lectures the priest moderators and 
were often provocative for further dis- 
cussion. 


Praise Theme 


the fourth day, Father David Kin- 
ish his paper the “Basic Benedictine 
Theme Glorifying God” deepened our 
concept prayer life. our under- 
standing our relation creature 
the Creator, have the basis prayer, 
religion. creature seeing this re- 
lation could possibly anything but give 
praise. Father David showed that St. 
Benedict’s prayer life simply the tradi- 
tional prayer the Church, and how 
astonished Christian Benedict’s sixth 
century would inourtwentieth century 
spirituality, where there complete re- 
versal the order things. Praise 
God has been largely replaced that 
the popularity novenas. 

Our motto, “Nothing preferred 
God,” must more than mere 
slogan. Benedictines, never, should 
never, undertake any work which will 
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prevent them community from carry- 
ing out the official prayer praise. Our 
work must never come first, and then 
give prayer the time that left over. 
the discussion Father David’s paper 
and that given Sister Emmanuel 
Duluth, Minnesota, “How the Divine 
Office Fulfills the Praise—Glory God,” 
and that Sister Aquinas Cotton- 
wood, Idaho, “Effects the Com- 
munity and Individual the 
great spiritual benefits the Divine 
Office community were stressed. 
one speaker said, community must 
spiritually richer tomorrow than 
today, because our official prayer to- 
day.” Nothing that man does perfect, 
but the closest thing perfection 
liturgical prayer. greater effort should 
made the motherhouses have the 
Office said the respective liturgical 
hours. only then that the 
will really have precedence over the 
“labora.” This was one the major 
points made Sister Clarine Fort 
Arkansas, her paper “Prac- 
tical Problems.” The fact that Christ 
lived mixed life the best refutation 
the two prevailing heresies our day: 
religious vows are selfish; impera- 
tive that all must engrossed the 
active apostolate, (2) the contemplative 
life the only way sanctity. These 
heresies and popular devotions intended 
for uneducated laymen were discussed 
some detail. Novice mistresses were 
urged keep “theological gadgeteers” 
away from their novices. Private pray- 
must never supplant but rather supple- 
ment official prayer. was generally 
agreed that Benedictines have not 
been teaching our pupils the Church’s 
traditional prayer, that the praise 
the creature for the Creator. 

was fitting that the fifth day 
the Workshop, the Feast Christ the 
King, should hear from Father Frede- 
tick, chaplain the Benedictine Sisters 


Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, 
lecture “The Holy Sacrifice and 
The purpose all prayer 
lead the Holy Sacrifice, union 
with Christ. the early centuries, said 
Father, there was only one criterion 
evaluate act Christian: “Does 
unite with Christ?” Between the Holy 
Sacrifice and the Divine Office there 
beautiful reciprocity, each complements 
and extends the other. The Divine 
Office golden crown surrounding the 
Holy Sacrifice. The principal objective 
St. Benedict, were reminded, was 
not the Opus Dei, but the whole Christian 
life. Prayer keeps creature the 
proper relation with his fellow creatures 
well with his Creator. “Our Bene- 
dictine vocation,” said Father Frederick, 
“is that the apostolic life, the life the 
Church which nourished and sustained 
principally participation the Holy 
Sacrifice and the Divine Office.” 
resurgence this life the early Church 
which the Holy Pontiffs recent decades 
have been urging Benedictines foster. 
“St. Gertrude, Ideal for Benedictine Pray- 
was forcibly presented Sister 
Ursula Covington, Kentucky. 


Synthesis Workshop 


many respects one could consider 
Father Paschal’s paper “Private Pray- 
according St. Benedict,” grand 
synthesis the whole Workshop. 
scholarly way Father traced St. Bene- 
dict’s own spiritual life and then launched 
into program prayer life for Benedic- 
tines. should not,” said Father 
Paschal, the modern confusion 
talking about Benedictine spirituality. 
Let not different, but traditional.” 
St. Benedict’s method was not haphazard 
but very orderly. His method that 
cultivating the dispositions prayer. 
Purification and refraining from sin, the 
various degrees humility, outlined 
the beginning the Workshop, were 


Page Twenty-three 


a 
a 
a 
q 


again listed the absolute condition 
prayer, the only true yardstick union 
with God. The studium orationis, studi- 
silenti, studium simplicitatus, studium 
fervoris are the steps the positive ap- 
proach prayer. “If there doc- 
trine silence Benedictine communi- 
tv,” Father Paschal insisted, “then the 
novices are being received into that com- 
munity under false pretenses. Silence 
not end itself but because the 
great work being done about 
done the soul the union with God 
pure prayer essential. Our monas- 
tic life nothing else but total way 
prayer. for all; there only one 
monastic vocation: achieve union with 
God. must pray learn how 
pray. takes all-out effort, both 
total and constant. must not only 
deplore, but wage war against “this liv- 
ing the surface.” were assured 
that even though most Benedictines live 
the mixed life, cultivation the desire 
for silence and recollection will guarantee 
our internal stability. Thus intensify- 
ing our vocation spiritually will ex- 
tracting the essence Benedictinism and 
giving living form our day. 
must profess our Credo mysticism 
normal fullness divine life us, which 
lived, fostered, expanded, and perfected 
best the Mystical Body which our 
holy Order miniature visible unit. 
was this that Pius XII had mind 
when spoke the Benedictine abbots 
1947, about the “new springtime re- 
surgence unto better things come 
the world through the example and teach- 
ing Benedict and his sons.” 
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The Workshop ended with paper 
“Practical Means the Holy Rule for 
Fostering and Maintaining the Life 
Prayer” Sister Philomena Nauvoo, 
and one the “‘Presence God 
and Recollection” Sister Henrita, St. 
Joseph, Minnesota. Both papers showed 
how the last analysis, the means ar- 
riving pure prayer are definitely stated 
our Holy Rule and it, too, can 
turn for the assurance, “and when you 
have done these things, Eyes shall 
upon you, and Ears unto your 
prayers.” 

For all those who had the privilege 
attending the Workshop, this report, 
sure, will appear woefully inadequate. 
sincere apologies those priests and 
Sisters whose papers vainly attempted 
plete account these excellent lectures 
will made available interested people. 

Simultaneously with the Workshop 
Clyde, forty-four Reverend Mothers as- 
sembled for their annual retreat. Each 
evening they and their novice mistresses 
were entertained illustrated lecture 
“Know Your Benedictine Family” the 
respective representatives each com- 
munity. served further unite all 
our monastic vocation. The minute 
care, the finesse with which our every 
need, both physical and spiritual, was an- 
ticipated deserves special commenda- 
dation. The Sisters Clyde were liv- 
ing example St. Benedict’s hospitality. 
Such complete dedication the project 
“Benedictine Prayer Life” gave 
lasting impression memorable week 
their midst. 
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Religious Vows and Consecration 


the interval that has elapsed since 
the announcement the privilege 
the Consecratio Virginum for the American 
Benedictine Sisters was made October 
24, 1950, there has been ample time for 
discussion and consideration the mean- 
ing the rite and the advisability 
its use among Sisters who are not solemn- 
professed. There has been also some 
evidence the fact that still not too 
well understood least not complete- 
understood all the Sisters who are 
affected the Indult. The reception the 
idea consecration has had varies from 
warm enthusiasm cold indifference and 
even outright hostility. The reasons 
given for the attitude indifference are 
invariably indicative the fact that per- 
haps there lack knowledge the 
distinction between religious profession 
and consecration. 

Circumstances have made possible 
for meet Benedictine Sisters from 
many the American convents within 
the past couple years. Some them 
who have expressed themselves adversely 
the subject have said, substance, 
“Why should present myself for con- 
secration.. Didn’t God accept offer- 
ing when consecrated myself Him 
This same idea 
has been expressed priests who have 
been approached the subject. Many 
Prominent Catholic theologians our 
time who have written about virginity 
and the religious vows speak women 
religious persons God. 

perfectly true, course that, 
the broad sense the term, “consecrat- 


ed” implied the religious vows, 


strictly speaking there just wide 
difference between consecration and vows 
there between ordination and vows. 
religious woman may “consecrate” 
herself any more than any religious man 
may ordain himself, for consecration 
not reflexive act. The word 
secrate” the English language has 
many meanings, but its most proper mean- 
ing the technical and theological one 
employed the Catholic Church 
designate person, place, thing dedi- 
cated God forever special rites and 
ceremonies performed person who 
has the power and the jurisdiction con- 
secrate. The power consecrate (out- 
side the Consecration Mass) proper 
only bishops, who have the fullness 
the priestly office and who enjoy ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction. For some consecra- 
tions minor prelates and priests may 
delegated, but the jurisdiction belongs 
the Holy Father and the 

many theologians our day speak 
religious persons “‘consecrated” God, 
with distinction whatever. more 
proper speak them “dedicated” 
God they have not been formally 
consecrated. confusion meaning 
fortunately not found among the ancient 


writers. When Tertullian, St. 


St. Cyprian, St. Jerome, St. Augustine, 
etc., wrote virgins consecrated God 
they meant those who had formally been 
consecrated the bishop and there was 
ambiguity what they wrote, for the 
rite itself was often described detail. 

One the circumstances which adds, 
perhaps, the confusion terminology 
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our day the fact that many 
religious institutes women the cere- 
mony final profession often taken 
part from the rite consecration. There 
are many parts the beautiful ceremony 
which lend themselves very appropriately 
this use. rare intervals, fact, 
there have been occasions when even the 
long consecratory Preface and the formu- 
for the veiling the virgins together 
with the ceremonies prescribed the 
Roman Pontifical have been used. These 
two contain the essential elements con- 
secration. What authorization there has 
been for their use this way, and what 
the meaning attached them has been 
not too clear. quite certain, be- 
lieve, that the Holy See has not author- 
ized this use true consecration the 
traditional meaning the term. While 
these prayers and ceremonies are very 
significant and their use profession 
ceremony could considered symbolical 
the “consecration” that some theolo- 
gians speak inherent the religious 
vows, certainly not the sacramental 
rite the Consecratio Virginum. The 
Apostolic Constitution, Sponsa Christi, 
(Acta Apostolica Sedis, 18: 16, Jan. 
1951) states specifically that the Con- 
secratio Virginum reserved nuns 
solemn vows, which simple restate- 
ment what has been the tradition 
the Church for many centuries. Custom 
has further restricted its use nuns 
the monastic orders. 

there, essentially, any difference be- 
tween the religious who has given her life 
God public, perpetual vows, and 
one who has, addition, been consecrat- 
ed? The answer obviously the af- 


firmative. would strange indeed 


the Church, official and impressive 
ceremony, performed prelate specif- 
ically given ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
perform it, meant accomplish some- 
thing effect. Religious vows and 
consecration are two distinct things; 
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there not even essential connection 
such between them. only because 
the Church has legislated that one not 
religious vows may consecrated that 
consecration our day restricted 
religious. But for many centuries, even 
after the rise religious orders, there 
were consecrated virgins who were not 
bound religious vows, though was 
required that they previously had made, 
and kept for specified time, the per- 
petual vow virginity. 

incorrect assume that the con- 
secration ceremony instituted make 
more certain make more complete 
the dedication the human person 
God. would like repeat here what 
wrote the Benedictine Re- 
view (v. 122-3, Summer 1953) that any 
public, perpetual religious vows, made 
religious institute approved the 
Church, constitute complete and total 
dedication the person God. Some- 
thing that complete and total admits 
degrees comparison. Perpetual 
religious vows, their very nature, carry 
with them the idea totality and com- 
pleteness. 


Effect Consecration 


What then does consecration effect? 
rite which, itself, gives the con- 
secrated virgin the character sacred 
person. true that she was already 
sacred person reason her vows, 
this was only because she had been 
designated canon law, but not essenti- 
ally because she had made vows. The 
ceremony consecration one the 
Church’s greatest and most beautiful and 
the same time most significant sacra- 
mental rites, comparable the consecra- 
Because its great 
solemnity, because the great care with 
which the administration this great 
sacramental has been surrounded, there 
have even been those who mistakenly 


tho 
tha 
all 
for 
riag 
her 
and 
well 
Chr 
Nak 
may 
can 
with 
God 
The 
freed 
boun 
great 
stron 
juri 
Ber 


thought was sacrament. imprints 
new character upon the soul; but 
may pardoned, sure, for saying 
that comes nearer doing than any 
the other sacramentals, and the cere- 
mony itself proof the fact that, while 
all the sacramentals, with exception, 
partaking the nature sacrament, 
for exemplified the mystical mar- 
riage the virgin with Christ who 
her Spouse. 

This latter characteristic vividly 
and beautifully expressed that one 
time, among some young and not too 
well instructed nuns, there grew the 
feeling that now they were united 
Christ such solemn way they were 
Nabuco one the reasons why the rite 
may have been dropped more less in- 
disuse. 

The state consecrated virginity 
the highest state which Christian woman 
can attain, the dignity the married 
women great because she cooperates 
with God generating souls for the king- 
dom God the natural order, the digni- 
ably greater because she cooperates with 
God generating souls the super- 
natural order. She has answered the call 
the heavenly Bridegroom His 
spouse preference becoming the 
spouse earthly husband whom 
she would bound many things. 
The consecrated virgin has attained the 
freedom, shared all religious, being 
bound earthly ties. Her bonds are 
those supernatural charity which bind 
her God alone. Yet her charity 
great enough embrace all men and 
strong enough bring with her God 
Nabuco. Pontificalis Romani expositi 


juridico-practica. Personis. New York, 
Benziger, 1945. 473. 


many souls whom she becomes the 
spiritual mother. 


The rite assuredly within the orbit 
Benedictine tradition. One can only 
regret that the circumstance not having 
solemn vows made necessary that 
dropped the American Benedictines 
for time. Its revival surely mile- 
stone the spiritual progress the Order 
America. reason for look- 
ing upon with suspicion any fear 
that its use will bring complications 
new The Indult was sure- 
given recognition the splendid 
achievement the Benedictine Sisters 
the century since they first came the 
United States. 


The Benedictine Sisters can entertain 
little hope that theirs will ever become 
“popular” order. Their life one that 
requires larger measure self-sacrifice 
and real renunciation than many other 
religious institutes, and young women 
who have enough generosity heart and 
great love God able live the 
life are not too numerous. American 
Benedictine convent certainly refuge 
for fainthearted souls. Living the life 
the spirit the Order requires the super- 
natural charity necessary for the con- 
templative life, and the same time the 
apostolic spirit necessary for the active 
life, for essentially, the abbots 
assembled Rome October 1953 again 
pointed out, the active-contemplative 
life. not easy maintain the right 
balance, but though she would certainly 
the last say so, her record for per- 
sonal sanctity and for apostolic works has 
won the American Benedictine Sister 
warm place not only the hearts those 
who experience her charity but also the 
Heart Christ who her Spouse. 


Cf. American Benedictine Review, 121-4, 


Summer 1953. 
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St. Jerome and the Theology Virginity 


HRIST had promised his disciples 

that they, He, would hated and 
persecuted, for “no servant greater 
than his master” (John 15: 20). This 
prediction was borne out the letter dur- 
ing the first few Christian centuries 
the small but valiant group Christ’s 
followers was battered wave upon 
wave fierce, bitter persecution. These 
men and women who willingly poured out 
their life-blood for the hope that Christ 
had given them were early recognized 
His truest disciples. true that many 
others, though more than ready give 
their life for Christ, never actually had 
the opportunity so. They too re- 
jected the pagan world that pressed upon 
them all sides; they too followed 
closely possible the footsteps their 
Master. And them was recognized, 
fact, kind virtual martyrdom. But 
the hundredfold fruit the Christian 
sowing were the actual martyrs; they 
were the cream Christianity. 

Then, almost suddenly, the early 
fourth century, peace came Christen- 
dom. Christian now sat the throne 
Caesar; Christianity was recognized, 
official religion. This sudden relief 
came shock the hunted, beleaguer- 
Christians who had almost come 
accept the mortal dangers persecution 
their natural lot. They had never 
known such rest, such relief from the 
constant pressure fear and uncertainty. 
only natural, therefore, that they 
should have relaxed their vigilance just 
slightly, now that they too “belonged” 
the great Roman Empire. And 
happened that this peace Constantine, 
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welcome and delightful though was, 


brought with grave danger for the 
early Church. Paganism, which had not 
been able destroy Christianity with 
the steel persecution, now threatened 
its life with “kiss peace.” 

For although the Roman Empire now 
officially recognized the Christian religion, 
remained pagan stronghold and the 
society which Christians lived remain- 
thoroughly paganized. would 
long time before the Christian leaven 
would able penetrate the core 
this sophisticated society. the mean- 
time, the true greatness even this de- 
cadent edition Roman 
wrung admiration from the Christians 
and threatened lure them away from 
their religious convictions. 

During this critical period Christian 
evolution, St. Jerome was born. His early 
formation was more pagan than Christian. 
Trained Rome, the center Roman 
culture, was better able than most 
recognize the merits well the dangers 
pagan society. later years, 
ruefully admits, had youth tasted 
the bittersweet fruits pagan morality. 
But once baptized, Jerome reined his 
fiery nature and set off along the path 
Christian perfection. eagerly em- 
braced life penance and self-denial, 
allowing times his intemperate zeal 
drive him beyond the bounds prudence 
and moderation. threw all the re- 
sources his disposal and his talents 
were extraordinary into lifelong 
struggle for perfection. Nor was con- 
tent restrict this crusade his own 
life. became the foremost champion 
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the “perfect life,” the life that replaced 
martyrdom the ideal Christianity 
and which was then called “virginity.” 

had been customary recognize 
martyrdom the hundredfold fruit 
Christian perfection; virginity was 
given the second place, the sixtyfold fruit. 
Now, martyrdom became more and 
more glory the past, admirable but 
unattainable, virginity, the “perfect 
supplanted the scale Christian 
values. Virginity became the hundred- 
fold fruit, the peacetime martyrdom. 

this life virginity Jerome recog- 
nized the answer the mortal danger 
that now faced Christians paganism 
turned “friend.” For Jerome, did the 
Fathers the early Church general, 
did not look upon virginity simply 
life celibacy; but the dedication 
oneself the fullness the Christian 
vocation. The virgin sought imitate 
Christ closely her human condition 
permitted and therefore withdrew from 
all that might constitute even the slight- 
est obstacle this perfect union with 
her Savior. 

was the practice this kind 
virginity his own life and its promotion 
and defense the lives others that St. 
Jerome dedicated his Impatient 
with all mediocrity, left the world soon 
after his conversion and took residence 
the wasteland Syria. There sub- 
jected himself atrocious mortifications, 
almost destroying his own body and thus 
learning his first precious lesson pru- 
dence. There also discovered that 
study often more effective than fasting 
against the attacks the Evil One. 

summons Rome brought end 
this self-imposed novitiate. the 
center Christianity, well pagan- 
ism, where the war” between these 
two forces was most acute, St. Jerome 
broadened the circle his influence 
became the spiritual director number 
pious (and very intelligent) women. 


All might have gone well had been 
satisfied with this apostolate; but, never 
the man run away from good fight, 
was not long before Jerome was crossing 
swords with the Roman clergy. And 
happened that was soon his way 
Palestine, really quite reluctant 
leave Rome spite vociferous protes- 
tations the contrary. founded 
monastery Bethlehem and there spent 
the remainder his life. died 420. 

During this long sojourn the East, 
St. Jerome was continuous contact with 
Rome and with his friends there. These 
friends looked him for advice and help 
their defense Christian ideals and 
their requests never fell upon deaf ears. 
fact, secluded through his life was, St. 
Jerome soon assumed the role most 
zealous watchdog orthodoxy, especially 
matters relating the pursuit 
Christian perfection. His appetite for 
controversy was invariably keen, and 
always welcomed with relish oppor- 
tunity hurl the weight his massive 
learning against the impudence here- 
tic. Besides occasional tracts written 
against specific errors, Jerome wrote 
great number letters. these 
writings especially that find his views 
virginity. 

Before attempting describe the 
necessary characteristics life vir- 
ginity that was understood St. 
Jerome, might useful trace quick- 
his concept virginity against the 
background universal history. St. 
Jerome was great original genius. 
Most his theological ideas were borrow- 
from his predecessors, and was par- 
ticularly dependent upon that giant 
ancient learning, Origen. leans upon 
Origen especially outlining the first 
chapter what might call the odyssey 
virginity. 

Virginity began with God and the 
angels and the first parents, Adam and 
Eve. fact, its reign was exclusive 
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paradise and remained unopposed until 
the appearance Adam’s sin. For Adam 
and Eve were virgins before the Fall. 
Gen. conception and childbirth are 
mentioned for the first time after the sin 
the first parents. St. Jerome did not 
find difficult make the step from this 
fact the theory that marriage had 
place concluded that 
paradise is, therefore, the true fatherland 
virginity. 

St. Jerome did not far claim 
that marriage was direct consequence 
original sin; his Christian good sense 
was too keen permit that. But did 
conclude from the fact that marriage was 
not found paradise that greatly in- 
ferior virginity. any case, for St. 
Jerome, was matter fact that the 
period between the first sin man and 
the coming the Redeemer represented 
the reign matrimony. Why then did 
God command the first parents (before 
the sin): “Be fruitful and multiply; fill 
the earth and subdue it” (Gen. 28)? 
St. Jerome recognized this command 
purely interim measure whose primary 
purpose was prepare “harvest 
but which was also intended 
concession fallen, and therefore 
weakened, human nature? 


the time foreordained Divine 
Providence, the only-begotten Son God 
came into the world and became man 
save men, restoring the friendship with 
God which they had lost paradise. 
Christ brought virginity with Him. 
was virgin; virginity was miracu- 
lously preserved His mother; St. John 
the Baptist and St. John the Apostle 
were virgins; the other apostles were 
either virgins practiced virginity after 


Cf. Adversus Jovinianum 29: Migne, Patro- 
logia Latina (1865 XXIII, col. 262, 
C-D; also Epist. XXII, 19: Corpus Scriptorum 
Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, Vienna (first edi- 
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difficult imagine how God could have 
placed the seal approval virginity 
more obvious and convincing manner 
than impressing, did, the in- 
carnation His divine Son with ex- 
clusively virginal character. 

St. Jerome all this most sig- 
nificant. For Christianity was the 
establishment the kingdom heaven 
earth, virginity the ideal condition 
the members that kingdom, just 
the unique condition the inhabitants 
heaven; and Christ came over- 
throw the prince this world and free 
man from the bondage sin and death, 
the virginal state which claims the 
most complete participation that vic- 
tory. 

The fourth and final phase universal 
history will come after the consummation 
all things. who have been faith- 
ful God will then congregated 
heaven which will many respects 
restoration paradise. There all will 
once again virgins: “For the resur- 
rection they will not marry nor given 
marriage, but are angels God 
heaven” (Matt. 22: 30). The early 
Fathers drew heavily this text prove 
not only that virginity will the unique 
condition heaven but especially 
show that the virgin already leads 
angelic life. She strives this life 
return paradise, imitate, the de- 
gree permitted her mortal condition, 
the life the angels. St. Jerome thus con- 
ceived world history grandiose cycle 
which begins and ends with paradise and 
Virginity. 

After having traced with St. Jerome the 
journey virginity from paradise through 
the Old Testament and the New Testa- 
ment heaven, will with greater 
understanding and appreciation that 
may seek discover just what meant 
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the virginal life our present Chris- 
tian economy. 

ardent, personal love for Christ 
perhaps the most attractive feature 
St. Jerome’s many-sided personality. 
‘His utter lack patience with com- 
and half-measure best exempli- 
fied his own personal spiritual life. 
This being the case, not surprising 
find that the very essence virginity 
consists for him exclusive and un- 
swerving love Christ. 

How then might St. Jerome define 
virgin? anticipating the question, 
writes: definition virgin is: 
holy body and The idea 
is, course, borrowed from St. Paul 
Cor. and expresses, generic way, 
the ideal virginity: spiritual well 
corporal integrity. Nonetheless, there 
another definition the virgin which 
more graphic and descriptive and 
probably also truer St. Jerome’s con- 
cept virginity. The virgin the dride 


Christ, “sponsa Christi.” also 
necessary that she holy body and 
spirit but this rather consequence 
her union with Christ. 

The expression, “bride Christ,” not 


original with St. Jerome. found al- 
from that time onward becomes more 
and more common. Jerome’s time, 
has become almost byword writ- 
lady, let her not lord over her maids, 
who have also embraced the virginal life, 
that they all, noble and 
common, have the same Christ for bride- 
groom.’ The virgin should avoid appear- 
ing often public; let her stay home 
the company her Divine 
Indeed, Jerome went far con- 
the mother because she 


20: 
26, 


had now become the “mother-in-law 
God”! This important indica- 
tion the extremely personal manner 
which St. Jerome envisaged this union. 
giving advice Laeta the educa- 
tion her little daughter, Paula, St. 
Jerome clearly indicated his convictions 
this regard. she has grown 
bit and, after the manner her Bride- 
groom, has increased wisdom, age and 
grace before God and men, let her pro- 
ceed with her parents the temple 
the true Father; however, she ought not 
leave the temple with them. Let them 
seek her the journey this world, 
among the crowds and the company 
relatives, and let them find her nowhere 
else but the sanctuary the Scrip- 
tures interrogating the prophets and 
apostles about spiritual 
not surprising that Jerome should 
insist upon spiritual matrimony be- 
tween Christ and the virgin when one 
realizes that the virgin simply the per- 
fect follower Christ. She has sided 
with him entirely, given him all her love 
and thus necessity rejects the world 
(which was evident the paganism 
Jerome’s time). This spiritual mar- 
riage has, therefore, negative well 
positive side. “It not sufficient 
have left your fatherland; you must also 
forget your people, your father’s house 
and, spurning all flesh, clasped the 
embrace your Bridegroom.”" Nor 
matter more less loyalty and 
devotion the part the virgin bride; 
Christ will have all her love: “Jesus 
jealous and does not wish that your face 
must for the virgin; must 
the sole object her love and attention. 
will not say that you shall despise gold 
and silver and such riches, but the very 
heaven and earth, and, being united 
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Christ, you shall sing: Lord 
lot’ (Ps. 72: From these and other 
texts St. Jerome would seem legiti- 
mate conclude that placed the es- 
sence the virginal state spiritual 
matrimony with Christ: the virgin best 
defined Christi,” the bride 
Christ. 

the bride Christ, the virgin is, 
very special sense, temple God. 
For declared sacred means 
set aside for God and for His service. 
Any creature which has been withdrawn 
from common use and dedicated the 
Creator consecrated. Since this so, 
wonder that St. Jerome, for 
whom the virgin sings: “The Lord 
should declare her the 
temple the Holy “hos- 
pice the complete free- 
dom, giving where not required, she 
offers herself holocaust the 
she becomes “living 

The virgin’s special consecration fol- 
lows natural consequence her 
union with Christ. The use which 
the body, the normal course events, 
dedicated, renounced the virgin; 
she will have part carnal matrimo- 
ny; her lot has been cast with Christ and 
that very fact sets her aside and sanctifies 
her body and spirit. The following 
text St. Jerome worthy medita- 
tion: “The bride Christ the Ark 
the Covenant, covered with gold within 
and without, the guardian the Lord’s 
law. Just there was naught but 
the tables the Covenant, also let 

The virgin must especially cautious 

Ibid. 

Adv. Jov. (PL), XXIII, 267, 
Ibid. 
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regard all that smacks the world, 
her Bridegroom’s chief rival. “Let your 
sisters hurry about seeking (as Martha) 
hostesses Christ; but you, having 
once cast off the burden the world, sit 
the Lord’s feet and say: have found 
him whom soul sought; shall hold 
him tight and shall not give him up, 
who merits being called the “most pure 
temple whose virginal body 
more precious the eyes the Lord 
than the costly vessels the Ark the 


Profundity St. 
Teaching Virginity 

the bride Christ and temple 
dedicated God, the virgin quite natural- 
looks first all Christ the perfect 
model after which fashion her own life. 
The very essence the Redemption was 
the victory Christ over sin and death; 
the same victory was the dedication 
virginity. “He brought forth through 
the word, the word that 
might the first-fruits His creatures. 
And just he, the first-born from the 
dead lifted all the dead himself, 
himself the first-fruits 
St. Jerome very conscious this 
fication between the Christ who Life 
and raises the dead and the Christ who 
virgin and the glory virginity’s 
first-fruits. 

This the key the profoundly 
Christocentric character St. Jerome’s 
theology virginity. The virgin must 
imitate Christ for the same reasons for 
which the Christian general must 
so, for the virgins are, virtue their 
calling, the cream Christianity. 
for this reason also that Jerome used 
texts St. Paul concerning our union 
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with Christ arguments from the vir- 
ginal sexual difference 
removed and put off the old man and 
are clothed the new, there are born 
again the virgin Christ.”” beauti- 
ful text from his letter Eustochium, 
Jerome reveals how completely 
considered rebirth Christ dedication 
virginity: have left the home 
infancy, have forgotten father and 
born anew Christ. What reward 
shall have for this? written: ‘And 
the king shall desire your beauty’ (Ps. 44: 
12). This then that great sacrament: 
this reason man shall leave his 
father and mother and shall attached 
his wife and they will two,’ (Gen. 
one flesh? longer now 
then, ‘in one flesh,’ but one 
Such then the virginal ideal; give 
the world, the works the flesh, and 
one with Christ spiritual matri- 
mony. doing one will imitating 
the Lord the most perfect manner, for 
“Christ virgin the flesh, wedded 
but once the spirit. For has but 
one generous Chris- 
tian, imitation, will preserve corporal 
but united spiritual mar- 
with Christ. 

might well consider here also 
very briefly how St. Jerome understood 
the virgin’s practical imitation Christ. 
laid down the fundamental principle 
when wrote virginity: “Strenuous 
labor, but great reward: what the 
Martyrs are, what the apostles are, 
what Christ That is, few 
words, the virgin’s life: hard task, but 
tichly rewarded. For not the true 
joy the perfect Christian like the 
Martyrs, the apostles, like Christ Him- 
self? have already noted, the vir- 
gins are indeed martyrs peacetime mar- 
Cf. Ibid., 38, 276, 

Ibid., 16, 247, 
Epist. XXII, (CSEL), 54, 145. 


tyrs; St. Jerome expressed this way: 
“Take the shield faith, the breast- 
plate justice, the helmet salvation 
and forth battle. Undefiled purity 
also has its 

Besides imitating Christ’s virginal puri- 
ty, the virgin asked model her life 
His especially regard obedience 
and poverty. “Be subject your par- 
ents; imitate your “If 
you have possessions, sell and give the 
poor; not, you are free from great 
burden; follow the naked Christ 

Many other texts St. Jerome make 
clear that thought necessary for 
virgins imitate Christ every aspect 
their spiritual lives. The virgin 
“Christ’s St. Jerome called 
himself “the servant the and 
who free from the bonds matri- 
mony when called Christianity “is 
truly the servant 

After Christ, the most perfect model 
virginity Mary. Particularly his 
tract “Against Helvidius,” but also his 
other writings, St. Jerome showed his 
great reverence for the Mother God 
and revealed how important consider- 
her example for the virginal life. 
summed his great regard for Mary 
these few words: “Let follow better 
examples. Set before yourself blessed 
Mary, who was pure that she merited 
being the Mother the 
well worth noting that Jerome insisted 
upon the fact that Mary was chosen 
Mother God her virginal 
purity. fact, for Jerome least, 
was this account that she was chosen 
preference the otherwise saintly 
widow, This not surprising 


when recall that considered the 
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coming Christ restoration the 
reign virginity which had been dis- 
rupted the sin Adam. Thus, God, 
coming earth redeem man and 
restore the primacy the virginal state, 
could scarcely have permitted that His 
own Mother anything less than 
perfect virgin. 

for this reason also that St. Jerome 
defended with such ferocity the perpetual 
virginity Mary. wrote Helvidi- 
(who claimed that Mary begot children 
other than Christ): “You have set fire 
the temple the Lord’s body! You 
have contaminated the sanctuary the 
Holy Spirit, from which you wish see 
four brothers and whole crowd sisters 
come And, spite his high 
regard for Tertullian, when Helvidius ap- 
pealed him for support, Jerome came 
back with the curt remark: “As for Ter- 
tullian, say nothing more than that 
was not man the 

Christ and Mary are, therefore, the 
true initiators and the first models vir- 
“The virgin Christ and the 
virgin Mary dedicated each sex the be- 
ginnings After them came 
the secondary actors the drama re- 
demption: apostles were either vir- 
gins continent matrimony; the 
bishops, priests, and deacons are either 
chosen virgins widowers are certain- 
ly, after ordination, perpetually con- 
The Redemption restored vir- 
ginity, and the great models the 
Christian life are also the first models 
the virginal calling. St. Jerome resumed 
his belief terse but telling act faith: 
“Christ virgin, the mother our virgin 
(Christ) perpetual virgin, mother and 

would not fair St. Jerome 
close this brief account his teaching 
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virginity without noting how much 
insisted upon the spiritual fertility 
the virgin. There perhaps objec- 
tion the state virginity which more 
spontaneous and natural than the accusa- 
tion that condition sterility, 
The virgin’s life appears those who 
not fully understand life selfish 
barrenness. St. Jerome was quite aware 
this opinion and was reminded 
his adversaries. responding, 
touched once again upon the all-import- 
ant distinction between the world and 
Christianity. were judge purely 
the standards this world, virginity 
(which life based faith, not reason) 
would indeed appear unwhole- 
some aberration. the criterion 
faith, however, life celibacy can 
life real and lasting fruitfulness. 


The spiritual which proper 
virgins finds its perfection Mary, 
the Virgin-Mother. one among crea- 
tures has ever attained her virginal 
purity; yet other creature has ever 
been truly prolific. She the Mother 
God, the Redeemer, and, such, 
the redemption itself. St. Jerome called 
her “the mother many for 
virgins are the first-fruits redemption. 
Commenting the narrative Abisag 
(cf. III Kings ff), wrote: “May 
wisdom now embrace and may Abisag, 
who never grows old, rest bosom. 
She immaculate, perpetual virgin, 
and, after the likeness Mary, though 
giving birth daily and constantly fruit- 
ful, remains The truest fer- 
tility that incorruption the 
spirit and, this, Mary once again 
the model. 

Just the virgin strives imitate 
Mary’s purity, may she also par- 
ticipate her fecundity. also may 
the Lord’s And St. Jerome 
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explained how this might happen. The 
virgin must follow the example Isaias 
and, having conceived and brought forth 
the prophetess, must say: ‘By 
thy fear, Lord, have conceived and 
suffered and given birth; have pro- 
duced the spirit they salvation upon 
the earth.” 

The fruitfulness virginity consists 
bringing forth the spirit salvation 
upon the earth. The virgin thus takes 
active and productive part the re- 
demption; she becomes, spiritual 
sense, the Mother God (and redemp- 
tion’s fruits). St. Jerome, usual, did 
not attempt any sort theological elabor- 
ation this point. But left doubt 
concerning his personal convictions the 
matter: possible for this 
lost people saved, except offer 
such victims chastity God and recon- 
cile the immaculate Lamb with most 
pure this sense that 
virgins have active part the day 
day redemption the human race. 
Their lives have become truly fruitful, 
not only for themselves, but also for 
all men. 

St. Jerome thus saw virginity state 


Adv. 40, (PL), XXIII, 281, 


life which the negative aspect 
mortification not all primary im- 
portance. The very essence the vir- 
ginal calling rather something quite 
positive: namely, spiritual union with 
Christ, union which intimate 
and exclusive that the Fathers could 
find more suitable term for than 
spiritual matrimony. Corporal marriage 
thus precluded division loyal- 
ties, kind compromise with the 
world. The virgin is, word, 
creature wholly consecrated God. 

The virgin’s primary model is, quite 
naturally, her divine Bridegroom, Christ, 
the Word God made flesh, the initiator 
virginity earth, or, rather perhaps, 
the restorer that life purity which 
Adam lost for himself and his posterity. 
After Christ, the great exemplar virgini- 
the Virgin-Mother, Mary. her 
the virgin finds not only the most perfect 
example purity among creatures but 
also unique spiritual fertility both 
which she will also possess the degree 
which she approaches the perfection 
Mary. Here indeed calling for 
generous souls, for souls who can say with 
St. Jerome (and with his fervor and con- 
viction): “The Lord lot.” 
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Christ; shall the spouse 
When love Him pure; when pos- 
sess Him, chase This 
was the bridal song the virgin-martyr 
Agnes which has been echoed down the 
centuries. Fraught with beauty the pray- 
ever remains expression the excel- 
lence virginity and the chaste 
generation whose memory immortal. 

was the song the virgin Gertrude 
the thirteenth century. Poet and 
mystic, Benedictine Cistercian, mat- 
ters not; the life-role St. Gertrude was 
that “Lover.” better example 
than the life and writings St. Gertrude 
can found illustrate the fact that 
love alone gains entry into the secrets 
God. 

All but five the saint’s forty-five 
years were spent the Benedictine con- 
vent Helfta, Saxony. Her biographers 
record that she was blessed with extra- 
ordinary gifts mind and heart and from 
her early years applied herself profane 
studies. When she was twenty-five, her 
Divine Spouse manifested Himself her 
and from that time forward, she devoted 
herself the study the Holy Scripture, 
the Fathers, and the liturgy. Dom Wol- 
ter, his Gertrudenbuch, says: Ger- 
trude was daughter the cloister; 
and sacrificium, the Scripture and 
the Liturgy, are the two wings which 
pure souls fly God the monastic 

Attributed toSt. Ambrose, Prosper Guéranger, 


The Liturgical Year, Westminster, Maryland: 
1948, III, 362. 
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Response: the Exercises St. Gertrude 


little known today. Yet had Gertrude 
not been commanded Our Lord 
write, should never have possessed 
these spiritual treasures. shalt not 
leave this world,” once said her, 
“until Thou hast written what desire 
thee 

There record the complete 
writings St. Gertrude. The extant 
works are the the Legatus 
Divinae Pietatis, the Exercises, the Pray- 
ers, and the Liber Specialis Gratiae St. 
Mechtilde. 1927, Sheed and Ward 
published Beata Trinitas, compilation 
the prayers St. Gertrude and St. 
Mechtilde, translated Canon John 
Gray. volume was reprinted under 
the title The True Prayers St. Gertrude 
and St. Mechtilde. translator states 
that presents English readers for che 
first time the authentic prayers the two 
saints. Concerning other editions 
says: “The well-known Prayers St. Ger- 
trude and St. Mechtilde not what pro- 
fesses be; plain words, forgery.” 
The work was first published Cologne 
the end the seventeenth century and 
has had many editions different lan- 
guages. “Whatever its value, the 
work unknown author; and bears 
resemblance the authentic writings 
the two 

The authenticity the Exercises seems 
never have been doubted, but they 
Gertrude the Great, Saint, Legatus Divinae 

Pietatis; accedunt ejusdem Exercitia 

alia, Parisiis: Oudin, 1875, lib. ii, cap. 
The True Prayers St. Gertrude and St. 


Mechtilde, trans. Canon John Gray, London: 
Sheed Ward, 1936, 
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were for time obscured and practically 
unavailable. Two faulty translations 
appeared France the seventeenth 
century. Dom Mege who published 
1664, translation the 
reprinted Avignon 1842, omitted the 

every century great saints and learn- 
authorities have recognized the spirit- 
ual wealth found the writings St. 
Gertrude. St. Francis Sales and St. 
Teresa Avila honored and loved her 
mother. The holy abbot Louis 
Blois was accustomed read all the 
works St. Gertrude twelve times year. 
Cornelius Lapide, his commentaries 
the Scripture, calls her consummate 
mistress the meaning the Holy 
Spirit. Francis Suarez, the Carthusian 
Lausperius, Cardinal Wiseman, Father 
Faber, and Dom were all en- 
thusiastic clients the saint. 

Our Blessed Lord’s own words confirm 
the intimacy His love for Gertrude. 
says: ever assured finding 
when seeking either the Sacra- 
ment the Altar, the soul and heart 
been the first whom Our Lord revealed 
the devotion the Sacred Heart! one 
occasion Christ appeared Gertrude 
the company St. John, who told her 
lean the Master’s breast and hear the 
beating His Divine Heart. also 
made known her that the Last Sup- 
per had heard that Heart beat but was 
not allowed speak it, devotion 
the Sacred Heart was reserved 
for time when charity had grown cold 
and man indifferent God. 

There striking difference between 
the visions the Sacred Heart revealed 
St. Gertrude and those granted St. 
Margaret Mary Sister Josefa Menen- 
Prosper Guéranger, the preface The 

Exercises St. Gertrude, trans. Thomas Alder 

Burns, Oates, and Washbourne, 


(n.d.) xxxiii. 
Legatus Divinae Pietatis, cap. iii. 


dez our own day. While the Sacred 
Heart appeared St. Margaret Mary 
and Sister Josefa suffering and despis- 
men, asking for reparation, 
manifested Himself St. Gertrude the 
rejoicing Bridegroom, “radiant glory, 
loving and beloved, and the mystic re- 
sponds 

St. Gertrude has rightly been called 
“Saint Joy,” and this joy con- 
spicuously manifest the Exercises writ- 
ten for the religious Helfta. The open- 
ing Exercise replete with the joy found 
the liturgy, especially the administra- 
tion the sacrament Baptism. The 
saint briefly recalls each ceremony the 
administration Baptism, the Creed, the 
exorcism, the marking the sign the 
Cross, the anointing with chrism, the giv- 
ing the name, the pouring the water, 
the holding the lighted candle, the 
placing the salt the tongue, and the 
bestowal the white robe. The medita- 
tion each ceremony accompanied 
prayers praise, petition, and thanks- 
giving. The Blessed Mother and the 
Guardian Angel are invoked order that 
they may assist the soul preserve its 
baptismal innocence and bring 
eternal glory. 

St. Gertrude recommends that this 
Exercise made least once year, pre- 
ferably during the Easter season. She 
also suggests that during the thanksgiv- 
ing after Holy Communion the soul hum- 
bly ask that she may come realiza- 
tion life “hidden with Christ God 
that the hour death may 
found complete the soul each 
religious.” first Exercise closes with 
paraphrase the Amen, followed 
the prayer: “Grave heart the seal 
the Sacred Heart that may live ac- 
cording Thy good pleasure and that 
after this exile, may come Thee with 
gladness and without obstruction 


Hilda Graef, The Way the Mystics, West- 
minster, Maryland, 1948, 99. 
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The second, third, and fourth Exercises 
commemorate the “Spiritual Conversion,” 
the “Espousals and Consecration,” and 
the “Renewal Religious Profession.” 
The second Exercise comparatively 
simple and shorter than the other Exer- 
cises. The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost are invoked for the grace 
perseverance. 

the third and fourth Exercises, St. 
Gertrude draws freely upon the Roman 
Ritual for the Consecration Virgins. 
With passionate ardor, tenderness, and 
wisdom she makes these prayers her own 
and urges the religious Helfta recall 
with gratitude the day their consecra- 
tion. the third Exercise, St. Gertrude 
represents Christ inviting the soul 
His spouse. Christ clothes His promises 
symbolic language: will cover thee 
with the princely purple precious 
Blood; bitter death will fashion 
thee diadem finer than the most refined 
The soul responds and dedicates 
her purity, her virginity, her whole being 
irrevocably her Bridegroom. Each cere- 
mony lovingly recalled, the bestowal 
the veil, ring, and crown, the signing 
the promises. evident from the 
Exercises that the ceremony consecra- 
tion and final profession were performed 
the same day. The third and fourth 
Exercises set forth lyric strains the 
mystery Divine Love, the union 
Bridegroom and bride. 
beautiful versicles the following: 
come most loving Jesus, whom have 
loved, whom have sought after, whom 

The fifth Exercise strives “To Enkindle 
the Soul the Love God” and re- 
plete with sentiments and symbols drawn 
from the Canticle Canticles. 
Exercise “Praise and Thanksgiving” 
Exercises, 15. 


Exercises, 
Exercises, 35. 
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gives the soul foretaste the joys 
heaven. St. Gertrude here reaches the 
state prayer which causes the soul 
bow down admiration and wonder 
the greatness God’s love. Overwhelm- 
with awe and gratitude, she sings 
their entirety the 
“Benedic anima mea Domino,” “Exal- 
tabo te,” “Deus meus Rex,” and “Bene- 
dicite.” these psalms followed 
litanies love which transport the 
soul beyond the confines this world. 
The Exercise ends with the urgent peti- 
tion that God may continue His love and 
confirm the Beatific Vision. 
Commenting upon St. Gertrude, Father 
Faber says, “she eminent among the 
saints for her spirit incessant praise 
equally wonderful spirit liber- 
His own age, admitted, was 
conspicuously lacking the spirit 
praise and liberty. adds: “no one 
can all acquainted with the old- 
fashioned Benedictine school spiritual 
writers (that from Gregory Louis 
Blois) without perceiving and admiring 
the beautiful liberty spirit which per- 
vades and possesses their whole being. 
... St. Gertrude fair specimen 
them. She thoroughly 
The seventh Exercise, 
Preparation, and Death,” differs from 
the other Exercises its dramatic ap- 
peal, revealing the influence the popular 
German morality play. Such virtues 
Mercy, Truth, Peace, Sacrifice, Com- 
passion, and Fidelity 
Each the canonical hours associated 
with phase the Passion Christ and 
the special virtue achieved Christ 
that hour pleads for the soul. For example, 
Matins the soul presents itself before 
the eternal judgment seat, accompanied 
Mercy and Love. Love and Mercy 
plead for the soul, confident that these 


Frederick, William Faber, For Jesus, 
New York: Murphy, 1854, 352. 
354. 
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were the spoils won for Our Lord’s 
Agony and Capture the Garden. The 
Exercise ends with prayer for final per- 
severance. 

threefold theme runs through the 
Exercises: (1) praise and thanksgiving, 
(2) yearning for the eternal nuptials, 
(3) acknowledgment man’s indigence, 
and hope God’s mercy. St. Gertrude 
draws inspiration from the source liv- 
ing waters, the liturgy and Holy Scrip- 
ture. She makes use the Psalms, the 
Books Job, Ruth, and Wisdom. She 
familiar with the prophets and repeated- 
paraphrases the Canticle Canticles. 
Hence, find her works, says Guér- 
anger: 

... that unceasing flow unaffected 

poetry which seems have become 

quite natural her, and that hallowed 
enthusiasm which raises the literary 
beauty her writings almost the 
heights mystical inspiration. This 
child the thirteenth century, buried 
monastery Suabia, preceded 

Dante the paths spiritual poetry.” 

St. Gertrude frequently speaks such 
lyrical phrases as: Love, attune the 
melodious and excelling harp; cause 
hear the sweetest voice Jesus 
Flower flowers, bend 
down thy face me, that may for 
one brief moment feast eyes upon 
Heart, whose gentle mercy 
droppeth down the dew: Heart, the 
dearest object love, deign absorb 
heart 

Prosper Guéranger, the preface to, The 

Exercises St. Gertrude, xix. 

Ibid., 113. 


Ibid., 85. 
Ibid., 173. 


futile attempt describe the 
spiritual and the literary beauty the 
writings St. Gertrude. speaking 
the Herald Divine Love, Father Alban 
Butler says that St. Gertrude has given 
“perhaps the most useful production, next 
the writings St. Teresa, with which 
any female saint ever enriched the Church, 
for nourishing piety contemplative 


Abbot Guéranger does not hesi- 


tate say: 

Nay, think that the saint Germa- 
not unfrequently superior her 
sister Spain. The latter, full im- 
petuous ardour, has not, true, the 
tinge pensive melancholy which 
colours the writings the former; but 
St. Gertrude knew Latin well, and 
was profoundly versed the letter 
and the spirit the Holy Scriptures, 
that not hesitate pronounce 
her style superior richness and 
force that St. Teresa.” 


Aubrey Vere, speaking St. Ger- 
trude, declares that she was “the human 
instrumentality which sovereign grace 
took itself musician selects some 
fair-grained tree out which shape 
his The Exercises St. Gertrude, 
inspirational and melodious they are, 
speak love the love Christ for the 
virgin Gertrude and her love for Him. 
They gently but persistently remind the 
consecrated soul her threefold duty 
praise, adore, and make reparation 
the Sacred Heart Jesus. 


Alban Butler. The Lives the Fathers, Mar- 
tyrs, and other Principal Saints, Baltimore: 
Murphy, (n.d.) IV. 343. 

Prosper Guéranger, the preface The 
Exercises, xx. 

Aubrey DeVere, Thoughts St. 
Catholic World, no. 1865, 418, re- 
printed from Month. 
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HILE the world groans fear 
the troubles which threaten the 
world from the ferment going inside 
Russia, the Church preparing, her 
usual way, meet whatever the future 
may hold. The little community 
Benedictine Sisters the Byzantine rite 
Switzerland typical such prepared- 
ness. Nestled the top one the 
foothills the Alps Cureglia, Switzer- 
land, stately old villa surrounded 
palms and pine trees. The villa itself 
close the parish church the little 
hamlet few miles above Lugano. This 
the convent small group Sisters 
who have recently been established and 
are observing the Benedictine Rule. 
These Sisters, with their choir hats and 
long black veils, are unlike any Sisters 
ever seen America the Latin rite 
for that matter. They represent new 
movement within the Benedictine Order, 
and their avowed purpose prepare 
the way for the return Russia the 
family Holy Mother Church. 

The prayerlife the Sisters fostered 
the Benedictine monastic love for 
liturgical prayer manifest the 
Byzantine liturgy and spirituality the 
Slavic East. their work the Sisters 
combine Benedictine hospitality and en- 
couragement all those interested 
Byzantine culture with apostolic zeal 
for the reunion our separated Russian 
brethren with the Mystical Body 
Christ. The spirit the new foundation 
Catholic and oriental, and its members 
are being formed the traditions 
Benedictine monasticism. 

Forming the first community Bene- 
dictine nuns the Slavic rite, these Sis- 
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Byzantine Benedictines Switzerland 
Rev. Hermes O.F.M. Cap. 


ters have come upon the scene the 
apostolate for reunion response 
appeal Pope Pius liaison work- 
ers preparing the way fora rapprochement 
between the East and West, they work 
collaboration with the monks the 
Benedictine priory Chevetogne, Bel- 
gium, and form part vast movement, 
along with other religious orders, work- 
ing towards the reunion all separated 
Christians the East throughout the 
world. The July-August issue Mary, 
article describing the preparations 
being made for Russia’s return the 
Church, shows picture group 
Carmelite Sisters expelled from Bulgaria 
the Communists and now endeavoring 
where they will pray for world peace and 
for the conversion Russia. The Capu- 
chins Holland are hoping see group 
Franciscan Sisters the Byzantine 
rite founded there soon. the group 
Benedictine Sisters the Byzantine rite 
not isolated rose the trellis the 
Church’s religious orders, preparing the 
way quietly life prayer and 
fice for Russia’s spiritual liberation. 
The Benedictine House Byzantine 
Studies Cureglia was opened October 
15, 1949, and now has four fruitful years 
prayer and quiet labor its credit. 
Many orthodox visitors have found com- 
fort and consolation visiting the little 
convent, while listening the psalms 
being sung the Sisters Slavonic dur- 
ing their hours Office, chanting the 
responses the litanies sung their 
Benedictine chaplain, Father Stephan 
Vos, during the celebration the 


Div 
Gue 

and 
Emi 
the 

and 
Egy 
all 
Chir 
the 
gium 
early 
Fath 
Schu 
has 
reflec 
Justi 
The 
amou 
neces: 
books 
Byzar 

ticles, 
makin 
lage 

their 
kind 
Avi 
awa 
the 
minute 

black 

found 
tions 
being 


Divine Liturgy St. John Chrysostom. 
Guests the Latin rite also find charm 
and beauty the polyphonic harmonies 
the Russian church. The list names 
the guest book includes that his 
Eminence Cardinal Tisserant, Dean 
the College Cardinals, and their patron 
and protector, visiting bishops from 
Egypt and India, priests and laymen from 
all over the world signatures even 
Chinese, Arabic, and Malabar. 

The Sisters receive their formation 
the priory Ermeton near Namur, Bel- 
gium. There they learn the principles 
Benedictine monasticism, which 
rooted the monastic traditions the 
early Church, including that the Eastern 
Fathers, especially St. Basil. Cardinal 
Schuster, his recent life St. Benedict, 
has shown that St. Benedict’s Rule also 
Eastern canon law, for example, 
Justinian’s Fus regularium. The Sisters 
devote much their day the study 
the Divine Office and the mastery 
the Slavonic and Russian languages. 
The Office for each day requires great 
amount preparation, especially the 
greater feasts when whole texts and often 
pages have copied. This work 
necessary because the great number 
books required for the recitation the 
Byzantine Offices and their scarcity. 

days lesser liturgical rank the 
Sisters devote their time writing ar- 
ticles, translating books, designing and 
making vestments and holy pictures. 
They also instruct the children the vil- 
lage and show themselves ready turn 
their hands and hearts almost any 
kind work. 

visitor the Casa Studi Bizantini 
awakened 5:20 a.m. the sound 
the gong the dark corridors. few 
minutes later silent figures clothed 
black gather the chapel. The pro- 
found inclinations and devout prostra- 
tions strike the Western Latin eye 
being rather strange, but they are per- 


fect harmony with the little Byzantine 
chapel with its arched iconostasis. 
little lamp throws faint, flickering light 


the faces the icons, with their austere 


lines and large eyes, looking you from 
another world. Yet the chapel will have 
many more icons before completed. 

reciting the Divine Office the Sisters 
follow the ancient Typikon St. Sabbas 
Jerusalem. After Matins 
chanted the group, Prime and Tierce 
are chanted one the nuns. Follow- 
ing these hours, the bearded Benedictine 
chaplain, after incensing the altar, sanctu- 
ary, iconostasis, and choir, opens the 
Liturgy St. John Chrysostom. the 
Great Litany proceeds, the celebrant and 
Sisters pray for peace for their own souls 
and that the world. They pray for 
the Church, for our present Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, and for all the clergy. 
Rulers, civil authorities nation, coun- 
try, and city are included their pray- 
ers. They pray for seasonable weather 
and for the fruits the earth. Every 
need persons every state life 
included their prayers: travelers, the 
sick, the suffering, those languishing 
prison behind the Iron Curtain and 
China. They conclude their petitions 
with most beautiful prayer Mary 
Immaculate: “our most holy, most pure, 
blessed and glorious Lady, Mother 
God and ever Virgin Mary... 

One has visit such chapel during 
the celebration the Offices and Divine 
Liturgy realize the love with which 
the Bride Christ, the Church, ever 
burning for the salvation and reunion 
all mankind with the one true Church. 
St. Cyprian says, this Bride “knows 
but one dwelling, and chastely and mod- 
estly guards the sanctity the nuptial 
chamber.” the seemingly unending 
litanies rise and fall touching cadences 
one realizes also the sorrow Mother 
Church for her suffering and separated 
children the East. Yet the confidence 
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expressed the prayers, the glory the 
doxologies, the triumph the solemn 
entrances with the Gospel and Oblate 
reveal the surety with which the Church 
faces the future. The Liturgies the 
Byzantine East are continual renewals 
the triumph Christ’s resurrection, still 
giving hope and consolation the peoples 
oppressed godless rulers. This was 
the hope which drew thousands people 
Moscow crowd the churches last 
Easter morning, where the Divine Liturgy 
was sung six more voices. vast 
was the crowd that overflowed into the 
streets for blocks and blocks and remain- 
there from ten the evening until 
four five o’clock the morning. The 
Liturgy the great voice behind the Iron 
Curtain which the Politburo has never 
been able silence. 

This voice, the voice the Bride 
Christ, speaks the same essential language 
love all the rites the Church. 
These Sisters, however, use the ecclesi- 
astical language Staroslav because they 
are preparing for the day when, God will- 
ing, the Iron Curtain like the stone be- 
fore our Lord’s tomb will rolled 
back. Then they will able enter 
Russia speaking liturgical language 
their Divine services which understood 
and loved the persecuted Christians 
Russia. this way, too, Russian 
Christians will come realize the love 
and reverence the Western Church has 
for their venerable and ancient Eastern 
offices, truly product Christian 
genius any the Western rites. 

The hospitality which the Sisters ex- 
tend all visitors also part and parcel 
their Benedictine and Byzantine spiritu- 
ality. The reception and attention 
guests stressed St. Benedict express- 
and equally stressed the Russian 
gostepriimstvo. Women visiting the con- 
vent are invited not only the chapel 
but also the Sisters’ refectory, cus- 
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tom allowed both the Benedictine Rule 
and the law Byzantine enclosure. 
talking permitted meals: all listen 
silence the reading articles 
books relation the subject the 
Reunion Churches with the Church 
Rome. The library, containing books 
English, French, German, Italian, Rus- 
sian, Slavonic, Greek, and Latin open 
all visitors. Visitors come groups 
singly, and leave with deeper under- 
standing the beauties the Eastern 
rites well sympathy for the 
Church’s effort reunite the Churches 
now separated from her. 

But with without visitors, the com- 
munity life the Sisters their house 
studies continues its quiet course. The 
mustard seed taking root, and growing 
quietly within the grey walls this gar- 
den enclosed hilltop Switzerland. 
These early days are difficult days for 
them and merit the help our prayers 
and whatever other support can give 
them. Pray that God may send them 
vocations carry forward their work 
and their preparation for the day 
Russia’s return the family Christian 
nations. group friends Switzer- 
land has banded together help them. 
Perhaps their fellow Sisters this country 
could also organize similar groups 
assist them. Visitors Italy and Rome 
could directed Lugano and Cureglia 
and there visit the little foundation and 
see for themselves that the effort the 
Sisters calls for support. 

Pray the Lord the harvest send 
laborers into His harvest, not only 
these Sisters the Byzantine rite and 
the Order St. Benedict, but also 
all the Orders which the Spirit God 
moving over the waters, fostering 
movement destined fondly hope 
and pray facilitate the reunion 
the separated East with the Catholic 
West. 
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Music the Rite the Consecration Virgins 


USIC, the handmaid prayer, 
has found its way into all im- 
portant liturgical functions and cere- 
monies. The role music the liturgy 
clothe the text festal garb, while 
text and melody together become 
vehicle for God’s glorification and man’s 
union with his God. The purpose the 
present study, describe the music 
the Ceremony the Consecration 
Virgins and give historical information 
concerning its structure, development, 
and complete discussion the historical 
development this music difficult, 
not impossible, task. the music 
the early rite itself, know very little, 
and that fragmentary manner re- 
ferred the writings St. Ambrose 
and St. Jerome. 

The ceremony all its splendor text 
and music may found the Pontificale 
Romanum, revised and edited order 
Pope Benedict XIV 1752. The 
Roman Pontifical, first drawn Pic- 
colomini 1485, the Book” 
which gives formularies 
for functions pertaining the 
office bishop. The sources which 
decisive part the formation 
this Roman Pontificale are the Sacra- 
mentaries, dating from the seventh cen- 
tury. 

The first these, the Liber Sacramen- 
collection rites for the ad- 
other things, the various consecra- 
tions and blessings persons. The term 
Leonine Sacramentary (from Pope St. 
Leo) given the manuscript belong- 


ing the library the Verona Cathedral. 
Containing the formulas for important 
episcopal functions, this collection forms 
the kernel the later Pontifical. 
though only single manuscript the 
Leonine Sacramentary has survived, 
not isolated source information, for 
there exists the Gallican Sacramentary, 
the Gelasian Sacramentaries copied 
Benedictine monks the seventh and 
eighth centuries, and the Gregorian Sacra- 
mentary, the compilation which 
traditionally accredited St. Greory the 
Great. Other documents considered 
direct ancestors the Pontificale are the 
Ordines romani, which compilations were 
used necessarily conjunction with the 
Sacramentary and gave the order the 
ceremonies therein.! 

The music for the ceremony the 
Consecration Virgins does not appear 
these early sacramentaries. The com- 
plete ceremony, music and prayers, ap- 
pears first the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries ordines that apparently were 
used with the sacramentaries. The chant 
scores probably existed separate books 
from very early times. 

The Pontificale Romanum, not officially 
accepted the Holy See until the end 
the sixteenth century, was subject 
frequent revisions. The chief these 
was that organized Pope Clement VIII 
1595, whose purpose was bring the 
contents far possible into conformity 
with ancient manuscripts preserved 
the Vatican and other libraries Rome. 


Dom Pierre Puniet, O.S.B., The Roman 
Pontifical, London: Longmans, Green Co., 
1932, pp. 3-43. 


Page Forty-three 


7 
lia 
q 


Slight revisions, has been stated earlier, 
were made Pope Urban VIII 1644 
and Benedict XIV 17522 The 
chant melodies for the ceremony the 
Consecration Virgins found the 
Pontificale, were revised and published 
1952 edition Cantus pro Vestitione 
Professione Monialium Ordinis Sancti Be- 
nedicti, Desclée and Co., 
Belgium. revision was the work 
monks Solesmes, whose brilliant efforts 
research have attempted restore the 
pristine splendor the melodies and 
scholars the Paleographie Musicale begun 
under the guiding hand Dom Mocque- 
reau (1849-1930). 

Despite the fact that our knowledge 
the origin the music discussed 
here limited and almost hypothetical, 
one must admit that the complete score 
now exists, forms artistic body 
chants worthy study and considera- 
tion. What Bellaigue has said chant 
melodies general, may well applied 
the musical gems this ceremony. 
“No charm lacking these melodies, 
not even the charm mystery. There 
hardly one which know the 
author. They are anonymous. All that 
man them has perished; what 
survives 

the repertoire Gregorian chant 
may found inexhaustible treasure 
masterpieces which are sources in- 
spiration and richness. Inimitable 
simplicity and beauty are the melodies 
with which Holy Mother the Church 
clothes the texts her magnificent Con- 
secration Virgins. 

The formal arrangement the music 
the ceremony itself very simple. 
tions, artistically interwoven between 


Ibid., pp. 44-54. 
Bellaigue, Les Epoques musique, Paris: 
Delagrave, 1909, 92, (quoted Dom 


Joseph Gajard.) 
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prayers, promises, and blessings. Musical- 
ly, the compositions fall easily into five 
categories: antiphons; responsories, 
hymns, litany, and preface. 


Antiphons 


The antiphons constitute the most im- 
portant element the musical score 
the consecration rite. They may 
found only early the eleventh and 
twelfth century ordines. Composed pri- 
marily antiphons the Office St. 
Agnes, the music and text these anti- 
phons cause further questioning. Did they 
originate antiphons the Office 
antiphons the consecration rite? The 
commemorative feast St. Agnes was 
already assigned the first Christian 
calendar 354. the other hand, al- 
though St. Ambrose does not use the 
word speaks the can- 
didate for consecration decantares 
she probably sang antiphon some- 
thing This gives clue, then, 
the origin, the two possible pieces 
evidence seem have existed con- 
temporaneously. 

The word antiphon comes from the 
Greek word meaning, literally, counter- 
sound. Actually its meaning was the 
octave, contradistinction symphonia, 
the unison, and paraphonia, the fifth. 
early Christian rites, antiphon came 
denote the singing successive verses 
psalm alternating choruses. This 
meaning the term probably originated 
the fact that the second chorus original- 
consisted women boys who re- 
peated the melody the upper octave. 
Antiphonal-psalm singing was early en- 
riched the addition short sentence 
sung the entire choir and repeated 
Gevaert, melodee antique dans chant 

Ghent, 1895, 84, quoted Marie 

Pierik, The Song the Church, New York: 

Longmans, Green Co., 1947, 

Odelia Harrison, Formulas virgines 
sacras: Study Sources,” Ephemerides 


liturgicae, LXVI, Fasc. III and IV, 1952, 
365. 
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after each verse pair verses re- 
frain. This additional text and melody 
eventually retained the name antiphon. 


Gevaert classifies antiphons into several 
types. The most ancient types are the 
inherited from the 
Jewish synagogue, and the antiphonary 
text taken from the Psalm Canticle 
which the antiphon annexed. second 
category, which apparently reached its 
greatest development the sixth century, 
was that antiphons derived from 
Biblical sources other than the Psalms 
Canticles. Lastly, set antiphons 
developed using texts from the Acts 
the Martyrs from lives saints. This 
latter, the type used the consecration 
rite, could not have been part the 
Divine Office before the seventh century 
pontifical decrees forbade their use. 
The reading Gesta Martyrum was ex- 
pressly forbidden the Decree recipi- 
non recipiendis libris (c. 
Herein found possible answer the 
question origin. these antiphons 
are actually from the Acts St. Agnes, 
they must have appeared the consecra- 
tion rite first, this Decree excludes them 
from the Office until the seventh century. 

The present repertory Gregorian 
chant includes more than one thousand 
antiphons, not all different, however, 
melodic line. Gevaert, his 
states that these antiphons can classi- 
fied into about forty groups closely 
allied chants.’ 

This observation evident even the 
few antiphons within the rite conse- 
cration. Four antiphons differing 
texts, sum desponsata, Annulo suo, 
Veni sponsa Christi and Induit Domi- 


use almost identical melody. 

Marie Pierik, The Song the Church, New 
Longmans, Green Co., 1947, pp.58- 


Willi Apel, Harvard Dictionary Music, 
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 
1946, 40. 


search through the reveals 
that the same melody appears for the first 
three antiphons Vespers and Lauds 
St. Agnes, for the first and third antiphon 
Lauds St. Agatha, for the Magnificat 
antiphon second Vespers St. Lucy, 
for the first antiphon Lauds St. 
Scholastica and for the third antiphon 
Lauds St. Gertrude. interesting 
note that this simple, yet solemn, syl- 
labic chant should used often wich 
differing texts, all extolling the glory 

The consecutive antiphons throughout 
the ceremony blend into simple, prayer- 
ful, artistic beauty. time they 
become dramatic affected. Even 
melismatic chant absent, and neumatic 
passages are found only first 
antiphon, Prudentes virgines, sung 
the Archpriest invitation the virgins. 
“Trim your lamps, prudent Virgins! 
Behold, the Bridegroom comes! 
forth meet Him!” 

Melodically, syllabic chant, the 
fourth mode, and appears the 
phonale the Magnificat and Benedictus 
Antiphon for Vespers Pro pluribus vir- 
ginibus martyribus. apt description 
the fourth mode may found the 
words Dom Gajard who speaks 
the mode ecstasy. Each mode pos- 
sesses its own peculiar color, physiognomy 
“ethos.” The resulting effect this 
fourth mode melody for Prudentes virgi- 
nes seems ecstatic hope. The 
simple melody used over and over again 
the Divine Office appears with frequen- 
such Advent texts Ecce veniet Pro- 
pheta, Ecce Rex veniet, Ecce veniet Dominus 
noli tardare, all expressive hope and 
expectation. 

After the invitatio sung the Arch- 
priest, two succeeding antiphons, the 
Venite and nunc sequimur are sung 
the Prelate and the virgins, literally 
antiphonal style. The Nunc sequor 
toto corde the earliest text anti- 
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phon belonging the ceremony and 
found the Durham the 
seventh mode, the mode joy and con- 
fidence, the two antiphons immediately 
precede the Suscipe, inserted the house 

The next use antiphons towards 
the end the ceremony where they form 
integral part with the striking prayers 
the veiling, the espousing with the ring 
and the presentation the crown. These 
“St. Agnes” antiphons, called because 
they are presumably taken from the Acts 
St. Agnes, are introduced 
Christi sum. the second mode, which 
Dom Gajard describes the “discreet, 
restrained, grave, contemplative mode,” 
the antiphon has range only five 
notes. This severe discipline confin- 
ing the melody narrow range, 
characteristic the early composers 
chant, seems only enhance the gran- 
deur and beauty. 

The six antiphons which follow are 
mode seven, the mode joy. these 
texts, the tone which familiar 
all who are devoted the Exercises St. 
Gertrude, four are beautifully clothed 
the simple melody “of virginity” spoken 
above. The music artistic and inter- 
pretative and yet way detracts from 
the prayerfulness inherent the words. 
Taken whole, the antiphons might 
truly form canticle love: 


has placed seal upon forehead, 
order that may admit other 
lover besides Him. Come, beloved, 
espoused! The winter over, the 
turtle dove pours forth her song, and 
the flowering vines yield their fra- 
grance. espoused Him whom 
the Angels serve, whose beauty sun and 
moon admire. Lord Jesus Christ 
has espoused with His ring, and 
bride has adorned with crown. 
Come, spouse Christ, receive the 
crown which the Lord has prepared for 
you unto eternity. The Lord has cloth- 


Harrison, op. cit., 269. 
Ibid., 357. 
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with royal garment gold, 

and adorned with priceless 

Completing the list antiphons the 
ceremony proper, Ecce quod concupivi 
taken directly from the Antiphonale 
where appears the Benedictus an- 
tiphon for the Office St. Agnes. 
use this ceremony dates only from the 
thirteenth Although more 
elaborate than the other antiphons, the 
melodic line time becomes melis- 
matic. Musically composed the first 
mode, which gives impression sereni- 
and peace, the antiphon the song 
the soul that glories her virginity 
and can sing hopeful peace: “Behold, 
what have longed for, now see; what 
have hoped for, now hold fast. Now 
united with Him heaven whom 
earth have loved with utmost de- 

The antiphon sung the 
consecrated virgins after receiving Holy 
Communion, not found the old pon- 
tificals its present place, but 
versicle antiphon sung while enter- 
ing the too, from the office 
St. Agnes and probably dates from 
early centuries when the giving milk 
and honey newly baptized signified 
his birth 

Responsories 

Two responsories are included the 
the ceremony: Regnum mundi and Veni 
electa mea. 

The essential difference between re- 
sponsories and antiphons that the for- 
mer involves alternation between choir 
and soloist while the latter involves alter- 
nation between two-choirs. 

The structure responsorial chant 
originally consisted several psalm 
verses and refrain the following plan: 


Mo., Benedictine Convent Perpetual Adora- 


tion, pp. 15-17. 
Harrison, op. cit., 363. 
Ceremonial, 18. 
op. cit., 364. 
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(refrain) was sung 
time the number verses sung the 
soloist was reduced Perhaps the 
choir ancient Greek and Roman drama 
influenced the masterly division and struc- 
ture responsories. The function 
that choir was voice reflection 
the action the drama. the liturgy 
the Divine Office, the responsory 
echoes the thoughts sentiments its 

Regnum mundi and Veni electa mea are 
the most elaborate musical elements 
the Ceremonial. They approach more 
closely melismatic style than any the 
antiphons, but they are still far from the 
florid style prevalent the chants 
the Graduale. 


The musical structure Regnum mun- 
seems artistically well-balanced. Three 
identical melodic phrases are introduced 
the typical fifth mode major triad. 
with quilisma for the second note— 
returns three times, evenly spaced the 
composition. 

The use Regnum mundi this cere- 
mony dates from the thirteenth century 
and one the most widely known 
musical parts the 


Litany 


The Litany quite probably existed 
essential part the consecration cere- 
mony from early times, but the most 
ancient extant manuscript (c. 1200) 
that Rheims. There mention 
itin the tenth century ordines, but since 
the music was omitted most these 
books, this proof that was not in- 
cluded the actual ceremony.” 


Gustave Reese, Music the Middle Ages, 
New York: Norton Co., 1940, 178. 

Pius Parsch, The Breviary Explained, trans. 
Nayden and Hoegerl, St. Louis: 
Herder Co., 1952, 129. 

Harrison, op. cit., 363. 

Ibid., 352. 


Schuster, The Sacramentary, attests 
the great antiquity the Litany, and 
Baumer thinks has found traces 
the very first The Litany 
appears for the first time the North 
Syrian rite, A.D. 370.% The dismissal 
the catechumens introduced com- 
mand kneel; the deacon then proclaims 
series eighteen petitions their be- 
half, each which the laity answer 
Kyrie eleison. The Litany was inserted 
the Roman rite after the Introit, poss- 
ibly St. Gregory’s innova- 
tion the Kyrie chant replacing the 
Litany, led transformation the 
character the prayer. The Litany was 
prefixed long series invocations 
saints with the response “Pray for us.” 

Musically, the Litany the simplest 
structure. Enclosed within the Kyrie, 
Christe introduction, and the Agnus Dei 
ending are three short, unpretentious 
melodies made unforgetable their in- 
numerable repetitions. 


Preface 


The beautiful consecration Preface 
the glory the Roman Pontifical. Its 
prayer very similar the present Preface 
existed the end the fourth century. 
Apparently was ratified communi- 

There are many hypotheses the 
author the Preface. the writings 
St. Ambrose, St. Leo, St. Damasus, and 
St. Cyprian can found ideas compar- 
able those the Preface. Recent re- 
search seems rather inclined consider 
St. Leo the author.” 

The musical form the Preface might 
Ildefonso Schuster, The Sacramentary, Lon- 

don: Burns Oates Washbourne, 1924, pp. 
Gregory Dix, The Shape the Liturgy, 

Westminster: Dacre Press, 1946, 477. 

Ibid., 453. 


Harrison, op. cit., 365. 
Ibid., 261. 
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Surprisingly, follows the simple cantus 
first acquaintance with the text 
would lead one expect individual 
setting similar perhaps the 
Sung, then, the ferial tone, possesses 
simple intonation, cadence the 
middle and one the end every 
sentence. 
Hymns 


Three celebrated and wondrous hymns 
are included the ceremony’s musical 
score. They are: Corona Virginum, 
Veni Creator Spiritus and the Deum. 

hymn, according ancient canons, 
must consist praise God his 
saints, must metrical and must 
capable being The word 
Greek origin, and probable that from 
the beginning the Christian Church 
hymns were used public worship. 
Heretics, recognizing the power music, 
composed melodies clothe their poetry 
and thus propagate their doctrines. The 
movement apparently started among the 
Gnostics. Bishops soon began combat 
the heresies identical means, and they 
found the hymns the greatest value 
inculcating orthodox doctrine. St. Ephrem 
utilized Syrian hymns fight Gnostics 
and St. Gregory Nazianzen, while Bishop 
Constantinople, wielded his hymns 
against Arianism. 

Latin hymnody begins with St. Hilary, 
Bishop Poitiers Gaul, but the real 
founder St. Ambrose, the great Bishop 
Milan the fourth century. He, too, 
was “profoundly conscious the super- 
natural power sound and used religious 
chants the most efficacious antidote 
against the poison About 
hundred hymns have been attributed 
Ambrose and his school, some with doubt- 
ful authenticity. style they are ob- 
jective, simple and rugged, intended for 
daily prayer praise and petition. The 
William Merrill, Latin Hymns, New York: 


Pierik, op. cit., 121. 
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prevailing meter the iambic dimeter, 
regular succession accent and non- 
accent. Both the Veni Creator Spiritus 
and Fesu Corona Virginum follow the 
metrical pattern iambic dimeter, and 
both have been ascribed St. Ambrose, 


Corona Virginum, used Vespers 
and Lauds the Common Virgins, 
appears the musical prelude the 
Ceremony Consecration. Sung 
the choir and the virgins they enter 
the chapel, the hymn almost striking 
its syllabic simplicity. The text 
based Is. 28: the Canticle Cant. 
and the Apoc. 14: Its music 
written the eighth mode, which the 
words Dom Gajard, the mode joy- 
ful enthusiasm, confidence, joy that 
knows doubt. The movement its 
serene melodic line primarily stepwise 
progressions, interval skips limited 
thirds and single fifth. The musical 
very simplicity the music enhances 
the grandeur the occasion, for pomp 
earthly music would fail match the 
splendor this spiritual meeting between 
virgins and Jesus, who the Crown 
Virgins. 

Immediately following the Litany 
Saints the second hymn, the Veni Creator 
Dreves, Analecta Hymnica, places the 
hymn the section which devotes 
the works Rabanus Maurus (d. 856), 
learned Abbot Fulda and Archbishop 
Mainz, and shows the importance 
the manuscript evidence his 
The hymn has been attributed turn 
Charlemagne, St. Ambrose, and St. 
Gregory the Great but without 
ing evidence. The earliest definite allu- 
sion the hymn that was used 
Rheims 1049, and manuscript con- 
taining earlier than the tenth cen- 


Catholic Encyclopedia, XV, pp. 341-342. 
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Its use ordinations goes back 
the eleventh century, and its first in- 
sertion into the Divine Office was probably 
the Vesper hymn for Whitsunday, and 
[at Cluny] for Tierce throughout the 
octave that feast. 

The third and last hymn, the Deum, 
forms the magnificent finale the cere- 
mony. The history this wondrous 
hymn obscure. Erroneously attribut- 
St. Ambrose, the Deum listed 
the Harvard Dictionary Music the 
probable composition Nicetas (c. 400) 
Bishop Remesiana, Serbia.” 

Two the earliest references this 
hymn are the Rule Caesarius (c. 
527) and the Bangor Antiphonale the 
Irish monastery with which Columbanus 
(d. 615) was connected. these copies 
the phrase “suscepit 
appears, and was apparently altered later 
hominem” the Abbot 
Fleury, giving probably evidence that 
least the words date from the time 
St. Augustine. The phrase 
was current the time St. 
Augustine, but went out favor after 
the Nestorian 

The Deum several ninth-century 
psalters entitled “Hymnus Die 
Dominica matutin.” the psalter 
supposedly sent Charlemagne 
Hadrian, the title reads: “Hymnus quem 
Ambrosius Augustinus invicem 
condiderunt.” The Irish book hymns 
prefaces the hymn thus: est laus 
sanctae Trinitatis quam Augustinus sanc- 
tus Ambrosius 

The majestic Deum, then, another 


Merrill, op. cit., 35. 

Apel, op. cit., 734. 

Charles Swainson, D.D., Deum,” 
Dictionary Christian Antiquities, ed. Smith 
and Cheetham, London: Murray, 1880, 
1950. 

29. Ibid. 


the sung prayers the Church, about 
whose composer cannot absolutely 
certain. This, however, matters little. 
great importance the fact that the 
melody instrumental conveying the 
prayer the faithful the Creator. 
this way the whole body chant differs 
from the ordinary realm art. 

External worship essential ele- 
ment religion. Holy Mother the 
Church, her wisdom has carefully ar- 
ranged her ceremonies make them 
fitting homage her God. those 
ceremonies, music holds place honor. 
enhances the beauty the cere- 
monies; touches souls and uplifts them; 
provides religious feeling with its most 
profound means expression. the 
natural and holy outpouring the inmost 
dispositions the Christian who adores, 
praises and prays common with his 

This study the music the Cere- 
mony Consecration Virgins leaves 
many questions unanswered and much 
historical information yet desired. 
Centuries have watched the music’s de- 
velopment. Saints and scholars have 
played part its composition. Like the 
building great cathedral, has re- 
quired the united minds and hands 
many its construction. its com- 
pletion, one looks almost one 
kneels pray cathedral unmind- 
ful the hands that built it, but con- 
scious only the purpose for which 
was brought into existence. Music the 
handmaid prayer! that handmaid 
the consecration rite, music has be- 
come vital element that the cere- 
mony would seem incomplete without it. 
Cardinal Dubois, Gregorian Chant and the 
Roman Pronunciation Latin, quoted 


Sunol, Text Book Gregorian Chant, Boston: 
McLaughlin Reilly Co., 1929, 189. 
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Benedictines and the Young Christian Students 


URING the study week held St. 

Procopius Abbey from August 
for Young Christian Students, their 
chaplains and religious assistants, specu- 
lation arose among Benedictines 
why few are engaged this move- 
ment. movement which follow- 
ing the mind the Church; dedicated 
restoring the student world Christ; 
strives build Christian environ- 
ment within which students can appreci- 
ate and experience the Christian concepts 
learning, work, and communal living 
with all that that entails the way 
service and prayer. Benedictines have 
been connected with these same ideas for 
long time, long before Cardinal Cardijn 


began working Belgium with the 
Jocists. group Jocists, their 
American relatives, Young Christian 
Students, any more eager than are 
Benedictines have stable Christian 


culture prevail. Benedictines every- 
where are working for culture which 
takes its vigor from the life the Church 
just are Young Christian Students. 
view these considerations, then, 
would seem logical suppose that 
Benedictine monks and Sisters would 
strongly evidence the soul these 
groups young people. They are not. 
One possible reason has been advanced 
Benedictines working the move- 
ment: the emphasis Y.C.S. 
awareness existing conditions. Since 
very great awareness any given con- 
dition usually leads desire make 
that condition more perfect, Y.C.S. work 
might looked upon being out 
harmony with the Benedictine emphasis 
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humble obedience. Certainly none 
would willing undertake any 
apostolic work which would foster pride 
and self-sufficiency any degree what- 
soever. The problem examine 
whether such outlook well-founded, 

the first place, Y.C.S. movement 
lay people under the direction the 
hierarchy, which quite different thing 
from saying that group students 
who carry out program initiated 
the chaplain religious assistant. The 
chaplain Y.C.S. never initiates the 
action; inspires and indicates direc- 
tions for thought whenever can 
but the students who assume the 
responsibility for recognizing the need, 
and for determining the best means 
fulfill it. would supremely easier 
for the chaplain size the situation, 
outline the steps taken, and pass 
them the students. But would that 
the best way train lay people, very 
young ones, who must, frighteningly 
few years, help build social order found- 
justice and charity? Will boys who 
are doctors five ten years have 
the kind charity that will lead them 
exercise every effort rid the pro- 
fession evil practices, the one hand; 
and the other hand, strengthen 
Christian viewpoints within the medical 
profession? (Only think the immense 
amount that still needs done the 
area marriage and child bearing.) 
will these future professional men look 
upon their responsibility fulfilled when 
they are personally upright? If, stu- 
dents, they never have chance look 
at, evaluate and act upon their school 
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environment; to. assume the share 
responsibility for that actually belongs 
them; then highly improbable that 
they will the least bit concerned about 
assuming the responsibility for restoring 
their professions Christ. Would 
not helping them greatly grow 
fulness stature their student days 
encouraged them the apostolate 
“like like” which our Holy Father com- 
mends? ‘Teaching responsibility hard 
easier. Students who work for three 
four years Y.C.S. are not inclined 
minimize the place authority; the 
contrary, one the things they become 
increasingly aware how important 
work with the authorities school 
their fellow students. Even single 
work Y.C.S. usually brings the 
students new and exciting conscious- 
ness the implications belonging 
the Body Christ. They come see 
that the only worthy services they can 
perform are those which are done from 
deep love humility “on their knees” 
Father Vann would have it. They 
make contact with the reality St. 
Paul’s description the function the 
parts, and understand that each member 
must serve its own purpose, and not 
usurp that another member. 

There striking similarity between 
ing for and what Abbot Delatte describes 
the end Benedictine obedience. 

Our Holy Father knows that happiness 

the end life and that God has de- 

voted thereto the first desire our 
soul. And, the monastic life, chari- 
and obedience which rule all our 
behaviour have for their result and even 


for their end make all happy to- 
gether.! 


Y.C.S. members everywhere would sub- 


Paul Delatte, The Rule St. Benedict. 
London Burns, Oates Washbourne, 1921, 89. 


scribe with enthusiasm these words 
Abbot Delatte. 


would seem fair, therefore, con- 
clude that Y.C.S. group Benedic- 
tine school will, assuming responsibili- 
the area student activity, grow 
the correct attitudes toward authority, 
rather than encouraged toward insub- 
ordination self-sufficiency. But must 
remembered that all this matter 
growth. Young people are going 
make mistakes imprudent zeal and 
headlong action. The adults who are 
sincere wanting help them grow 
must willing accept the fact that 
growing postulates pain. need 
share the infinite patience God 
keep from pushing and marshaling 
where should still and allow slow 
unfolding. life would extremely 
simple did not have bother with 
the reality freedom. Charles Péguy, 
God Speaks, gets directly the diffi- 
culty when has the powerful literary 
figure God the Father deliberate 
just how much freedom give his 


stubborn creature, man. holds 


His hand under man’s stomach too long, 
he’ll never learn swim; takes 
away too soon, swallow more water 
than good for him. That exactly 
our problem, but there little doubt that 
the really God-like action that which 
shows the greatest reverence for the po- 
tentialities persons, not that which 
chooses the 

The next point looked the 
technique which Y.C.S. employs. 
very definite and clear-cut: 
the situation hand, Fudge accord- 
ing the principles Christ (learned 
through Gospel and liturgy studies 
each meeting), Act bring the real 
situation and the ideal into closer proximi- 
ty. The objection leveled this tech- 
This reference was cited Brother Frederick, 


F.S.C., during one the chaplains’ meetings 
the Study Week. 
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nique that the method makes students 
critical. Yes, does make students 
critical. Critical, not carping fault- 
operating fully and being intelligently 
guided priest religious who under- 
stands the movement, students are acquir- 
ing the kind critical faculty that any 
English teacher worthy the name uses 
all his efforts cultivate; the kind 
mind that handles everything that is, 
reverently, respecting its value, trying 
learn contemplate its own peculiar 
being, stripping off what accidental, 
sham, from what essential and real. 
not major task education, 
especially now, train minds that 
they will not drink passively whatever 
may presented? this not one the 
reasons that many Catholics accept 
passively both the glorious reality 
Christ, and stultifying pagan material- 
ism, precisely because they take every- 
thing for granted, exercising absolutely 
critical judgment? they had had 
constant practice observing, judging, 
and acting, would they likely 
inert about Christ, easily sucked 
into pagan atmosphere? 

There one further consideration 
consonant with traditional Benedictine 
thought, may seem that for Bene- 
dictine school, Y.C.S. superfluous. 
Certainly not want deny that, 
the past, much the Benedictine in- 
fluence that helped shape Christian 
world came, indirect way, from 
Benedictine schools. Students came and 
lived with the monks, and were trans- 
formed the very living. The Bene- 
dictines did not have organize and 
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specially train their students what they 
should be; the monks merely lived and the 
students saw what and what 
can think finer ideal for school 
than that; can think more beauti- 
ful way God’s work. But the gap 
has already grown too wide. Even the 
students would see what community 
prayer and work and love means 
Benedictine monastery, the conditions 
which prevail their own homes and 
work experience are radically different, 
the principles action directly op- 
posed, that students cannot effectually 
bridge the difference without direct and 
specific practice it. surely was not 
without deep and serious study that Pius 
laid down that the Church’s most 
vital need the present for small 
groups trained apostles every parish 
the leaven for the whole parish. 
Souls students now are different 
from souls students the early days 
Benedictine school history. Boys and 
girls can deeply moved and affected 
now they were then the living 
Benedictines. But souls exist concrete 
environments and the kinds pressure 
exerted them such environments 
are enormous. tantamount clos- 
ing our eyes reality believe that 
enough train now, and wait until 
the students are out school before they 
begin evaluate and act upon their en- 
vironment restore wholly Christ. 

Students trained Y.C.S. have ex- 
cellent chance becoming men and 
women who are deliberately and joyfully 
and intelligently obedient because they 
are convinced that they are sons God, 
working with Him, Christ, fill 
their share the redemptive work. 
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Consecrated Virgins the Figurative Arts 
Auprey Aaron, O.S.B. 


ECENTLY artist the monaste- 

Regina Laudis Bethlehem, 
Connecticut, anticipation the solemn 
consecration one its members, exe- 
cuted design ornament the communi- 
nouncement may well the most recent 
addition theme Christian art, 
which, although limited the breadth 
its range, traces its origin primitive 
Christian centuries. The following pages 
will necessity not exhaust the ways 
which the consecratio virginum has found 
expression the plastic arts, but merely 
touch upon its principal manifestations. 
Christian art, like Christianity itself, 
began the catacombs. Although the 
numerous frescoes these subterranean 
galleries can offer painting earlier than 
ca, 200, they still constitute the principal 
material early Christian art, since 
Eastern iconoclasm had, with regrettable 
thoroughness, done its work destroying 
the earlier monuments. Along the Via 
Salaria Nova the ancient cemetery 
St. Priscilla whose fifth cubiculum reveals 
one its arched walls fresco painting 
great interest. was its discoverer, 
the Italian archaeologist Bosio, who the 
seventeenth century interpreted 
this sepulchral painting the third cen- 
tury with reference the sacred virgins, 
numerous and important the early 
Church. This paper way concerns 
itself with the theories relative the 
origin the liturgical ceremony the 
consecration. However, scholars 
often call witness the monuments 
art support their theories, the con- 
sideration primitive forms art 


without choice affected the clash 
theories. this atmosphere per- 
forated with question marks that one dis- 
covers what has been for centuries con- 
sidered the earliest major representation 
virgo sacra art. 

The triptych-like composition the 
arched fresco the middle- 
foreground woman, standing, her arms 
raised heaven, her. face uplifted, exem- 
plifying the favorite prayer attitude the 
early Christians. She garbed 
undertunic and what appears bea 
dalmatic [then secular garment] with 
purple embroidered stripes. Her head 
covered with veil folded back over her 
forehead; the left end the veil, orna- 
mented with fringes, falls over her breast. 
This figure considerably larger than the 
two groups, somewhat further the back- 
ground, which flank the central figure. 
the left, seated and bearded figure 
dressed dalmatic and pallium, exhorts 
young woman who, although not facing 
him, turned him listening atti- 
tude. She holds with both hands ob- 
ject which has been variously identified 
but chiefly mitra. Immediately be- 
hind her stands young man ecclesi- 
astical garb holding outstretched gar- 
ment, Following the 
pointing finger the presumed prelate, 
one sees the right woman without 
veil seated chair and presses 
her breast bambino. 

What does this composition signify? 


The best reproduction that have found the 
original color photograph Msgr. Joseph Wil- 
pert his Die Jungfrauen den 
ersten Jahrhunderten der Kirche. Freiburg 
Breisgau. 1892, 
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With the breakup the classical world 
transcendentalism had long since made 
its entry into art. might expected, 
the catacomb paintings are not primarily 
historically conceived, but rather sym- 
bolically. Although the fresco difficult 
interpret many have seen velatio 
virginum the early Church. Bosio, 
who discovered the painting, claimed 
see real historical personages it, namely 
St. Priscilla, after whom the cemetery was 
named, and one her two daughters, 
either St. Praxedes St. Pudentiana, 
both Aringhi and Bottari follow 
the general interpretation Bosio, but 
neither attempts exact identification 
the persons included. The view most 
widely accepted, ahd that adopted 
Wilpert, found Garrucci’s monu- 
mental Storia dell’ arte Accord- 
ing his reconstruction, all parts the 
composition, admittedly difficult ana- 
lyze, jostle into place only the light 
the consecratio. The group the left 
represents the Pope the act giving 
the veil virgin and exhorting her 
imitate the Virgin Mother God her 
new state life. young man behind 
her the who holds the veil 
which the Pope will place upon the woman 
soon she shall have bound her head 
with the mitella. The larger feminine 
figure the center the composition, 
the attitude orans, might well re- 
present the dead virgin whose consecra- 
tion was the subject the sepulchral 
painting. Early our own century 
rejected other variant inter- 
pretations favor the one just de- 
scribed. adds the interesting conjec- 
Exact references most the nineteenth 
century interpretations this fresco are given 
completely Wilpert, op. cit., pp. ff. 

Raffaelo Garrucci, Storia dell’ arte cristiana, 

Roma, 1873-81, II, 83. 

The fact that archdeacons such existed only 
from the fourth century does material 
harm the Bosio-Garrucci theory. 

Orazio Marucchi, catacome romane, com- 


ndio della 2d. ed., 
oma, 1905, 457. 
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ture that the seated prelate may repre- 
sent St. Peter. 

must not supposed that this inter- 
pretation has gone unchallenged. Para- 
doxically, the very opposite conjectures 
have served many ways throw new 
light upon the meaning the consecra- 
tion. Those who fail recognize this 
fresco the velatio virginalis see the 
velatio conjugalis, the veiling the 
bride, thus alluding the strict parallel- 
ism between Christian marriage and the 
religious consecration. 1881 the 
Frenchman designated the veil 
held the assisting ecclesiastic the 
nuptiale (in the traditional 
Roman rite marriage the taking 
red veil, flammeum, was preliminary 
the ceremony the and loosely 
reconstructed the scene that the 
nuptials the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
St. Joseph. recent and illuminating 
article Father d’Izarny’ sees this fresco 
the most ancient witness known the 
existance the bestowal the veil 
wedding ceremonies. The writer inclines 
this hypothesis not only because 
seems render better account the 
whole fresco but because his thesis does 
not admit the existence Rome 
veiling ceremony, religious consecra- 
tion, before the fourth 

The exact nature this famous “in- 
vestiture” scene will probably never 
known. many centuries serve be- 
cloud the symbolic conception the early 
“artist tufa” subterranean Rome. 
But one the two “veilings” certainly 


Wilpert, op. cit., 56. 

Raymond d’Izarny, P.S.S., consé- 
cration virginale IVe vie 
elle, Supplément No. 24, fevrier, 1953, pp. 
92-118. 

d’Izarny bases this conclusion the work 
Koch, Virgines sacras, Die Gelubde 
Jahrhunderten, Leipzig, 1907, which, claims 
decisively shows that during the first three 
centuries the vow virginity did not admit 
public liturgical ceremony; cf. 


op. cit., 57. 
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is, and the double possibility itself 
significant. 


The Parable the Ten Virgins 


The highly symbolical ceremony for the 
virginal consecration, according the 
Roman Pontifical, properly begins after 
the singing the Alleluia verse following 
the Epistle. this point the Archpriest 
faces the assembled virgins and sings the 
following antiphon call those wait- 
ing: “Trim your lamps, prudent 
virgins! Behold, the Bridegroom comes! 
forth meet him.” This detail 
finger pointing the traditional asso- 
ciation the Parable the Wise and 
Foolish Virgins with the vow virginity 
the liturgy and the Christian art 
which but plastic reflection the 
liturgy. 

The history the Parable the Vir- 
gins Christian art rich and varied. 
The profound meaning incorporates 
and the simple and contrasting lines 
its narrative lend themselves well 
figurative representation. subject 
Romanesque and Gothic 
sculpture, periods which sculpture was 
closely allied architecture. Witness 
the ten virgins who appear larger than 
life the cathedral Strasbourg, the 
threefold appearance the parable the 
side porches Chartres, and twice 
Notre Dame Paris. The wise virgins, 
for the most part are dressed nuns, 
carry carefully trimmed lamps while 
the foolish ones, patently women the 
with heads uncovered and im- 
modestly garbed, hold their extinguished 
lamps upside down. noted 
that sense Doomsday pervades any 
and all these medieval representations, 
the virgins are, according Morey, 
“proper symbolical adjuncts Last 


C.R. Morey, Medieval Art, New York, 
Norton, 1942, 301. 


that the “Byzantine Guide Painting,” 
after having supplied directions for the 
execution this parable, adds these two 
points background details: “Tombs 
may seen Above angel 
sounds 


the early Christian period this sense 
feeling close identification between the 
evangelical virgins and the virgines sacras. 
Reasons are not far afield. the first 
place, “the kingdom heaven shall 
likened unto ten virgins” (Matt. 25- 1), 
what shall prevent simple faith from see- 
ing those dedicated life chastity 
the very achievement paradise? the 
rite consecration was, the succeeding 
centuries, gradually assimilated into the 
profession ceremony religious orders, 
easy see how the medieval concept 
the religious life the most perfect 
means ensuring salvation was thereby 
emphasized. Secondly, the nuptial paral- 
lel strikingly present. The details 
the parable have doubtlessly strengthened 
the basis the analogy: “virgins,” the 
“Bridegroom,” and the kingdom heav- 
the guise “marriage banquet.” 


Two notable catacomb frescoes which 
represent the parable are pertinent 
the present subject. Before considering 
them, however, might well clarify 
one point. describing the Priscillan 
fresco the central feminine figure was re- 
frequently met with the catacombs, 
majestic woman standing with outstretch- 
arms, the ancient attitude prayer, 
common both Jews and Gentiles. “It 
indeed noble gesture, the gesture be- 
fitting man restored Christ the 
dignity God’s adopted son, addressing 


systematized guide Christian iconography, 
“bible which probably originated 
among the monks near Mount Athos; the 
date its first version uncertain. re- 
produced Didron’s Christian Iconography, 
II, 188 ff. 
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son’s prayer His Heavenly 
The figure variously clothed, indicating 
the change the style female dress 
from period period; occasionally 
orans hieratic type, wearing the palla, 
encountered. the catacomb art this 
interesting figure used specifically 
denote the artistic symbol the souls 
the faithful departed; the souls the dead 
the embrace celestial beatitude, 
praying for those earth who are still 
near them. The orans distinct 
feature sepulchral art, ornamenting 
frescoes and sarcophagi, and denoting the 
person buried particular location. 
Hence the Priscillan fresco the central 
orans may said symbolize the soul 
the consecrated virgin buried there.” 
Dom Leclercq further states that the 
Parable the Ten Virgins has been inter- 
preted according this order ideas: 
the Christian soul disengaged from 
corporal ties order share the couch 

Despite the frequent mention this 
parable the old liturgies, there are only 
two representations the catacombs. 
The first late third-century painting 
the agape the Ostrian cemetery. 
The composition divided two parts 
orans: the right are the five 
virgins with lighted torches; the left 
four them appear seated the mar- 
riage feast. Wilpert suggests that the 
fifth virgin the the right 
hand are the foolish virgins who, having 
lit their lamps are trying The 
other painting the fourth-century 


Watkin, Catholic Art and Culture, New 
York, Sheed and Ward, 1944, 14. 

This symbol was doubtless influential 
evolving the medieval representation the 
soul diminutive body coming forth from 
the mouth the dying person received 
into paradise hell. Students art will 
recognize the motif the Spanish master- 
Piece, Greco’s “Burial the Count 


Leclercq, Dictionnaire Archéologie chré- 
tienne Liturgie, s.v., 

Wilpert, op. cit., ff. 
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fresco the cemetery Cyriaca. this 
instance Christ, surrounded nimbus, 
appears the middle; the left are five 
virgins with lighted torches, while the five 
the right have their torches lowered 
and extinguished. The not seen 
here but found another wall the 
arcosolium. probable that both 
paintings mark the tomb consecrated 
virgins. 

the course time the identification 
between the Wise Virgin and the woman 
vowed chastity, the nun, has become 
close that when the Benedictine Convent 
Clyde, Missouri, recently published 
Latin-English edition the ceremonial 
the only cover decoration deemed neces- 
sary was the virgin’s lamp whose handle 
was formed the Chi Rho. 


The Legend St. Agnes 


The latter phases primitive Chris- 
tian art, marked the development 
sepulchral sculpture and the minor arts, 
not draw close before one en- 
counters representations her who 
acclaimed many the classical personi- 
fication the consecrated virgin, the 
symbol purity, the virgin-martyr, Ag- 
nes. 

The degree which the example 
this thirteen-year old Roman virgin, who 
influenced liturgy, art, and music, has 
been associated with the consecration 
virgins, may demonstrated com- 
parison the ceremonial, found the 
Roman Pontifical, with the Office 
Agnes the Breviary. The antiphons 
sung the virgins after receiving the 
habit, veil, ring, and breviary, and some 
pieces executed the cantors, are found 
the Office St. Naturally, 
the scant evidence concerning the third 
and fourth century origins the rite make 
impossible say whether these anti- 
There one exception. The antiphon 


sung before the veiling ceremony, 
from the Matins the feast St. Agatha. 
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phons, extracted from the “‘Acts,” found 
definitive form first part the cere- 


and were thence incorporated into 


the Office the feast, vice 
One writer suggests even earlier origin. 
Agnes may have repeated the prayers 
and antiphons she had heard the cere- 
mony solemn veiling, agree 
that such existed 305.” This hypothe- 
sis would lead one question whether 
not the ideas and sentiments expressed 
the antiphons may not have originated 
the writings the fourth century 
Fathers. 

During the fourth century St. Agnes, 
the virgin par excellence, was depicted 
relative simplicity. From what has 
been said concerning the and the 
Parable the Virgins, the peculiar ap- 
consecrated virgin might 
This fitness may partially account for the 
fact that fourth-century art St. Agnes 
frequently depicted the posture 
the orans. the three reproductions 
the saint given Wilpert such her 
attitude. altar bas-relief, the 
Basilica the Via Nomentana, she 
bareheaded, shod, and clad 
tight-sleeved undertunic and loose 
outer garment; her arms are 
prayer. 

The other two representations the 
saint are interest both because the 
medium and the manner the saint’s 
attire. Among the minor arts the 
period the so-called gold-glass, fond-de- 
was most expressly and almost ex- 
associated with Christian art, 
from the mid-third century 
through the fourth. The technique con- 


The date commonly assigned for the martyr- 
dom St. Agnes 305, and now definite- 
established that her beautiful and influen- 
tial, unreliable, could not have been 
written before A.D. 415. cf. Thurston, S.J., 
Lives the Saints, 253. 

Odila Harrison, Formulas virgines 
352. 


sisted engraving upon gold leaf at- 
tached the glass, usually the bottom 
and consequently producing circular 
piece, and afterwards protecting 
glass film. best specimens give the 
impression mezzotint engraving. The 
subjects are principally religious, and the 
commonest all are the images popu- 
lar Roman saints. Among these St. 
Agnes occupies conspicuous place. 


gold-glass portrait St. Agnes de- 
depicts the saint wearing long tunic, 
short, girded overgarment, and un- 
usually long veil, fastened the head 
with round brooch clasp, and reach- 
ing below the knees. the second gold- 
glass the costume similar, but the veil 
worn differently. means the 
brooch, the veil drawn dorward guise 
shawl and the hair arranged roll 
atop the head. These interesting repre- 
sentations St. Agnes have not been 
noted detail for the sake costume 
description but because they show, especi- 
ally the second, style headdress cor- 
responding the early third-century 
dictates Tertullian about the dress 
young women: “... whose proper head- 
dress such that, the hair brought the 
top, the crown the head covered 
circle this treatise the 
writer prescribes that the veil the young 
married woman worn all young 
girls, both the street and church, 
admonition which one might suppose 
would not unheeded those professed 
virginity. Neither were these direc- 
tions concerning the coiffure lost, for cer- 
tainly attention the saint’s attire 
these humble gold-glasses the cata- 
combs prepare one better comprehend 
all the detail grander conception 
the same subject, St. Agnes, she walks 
the procession virgins the famous 
Ravenna mosaics. 


Tertullian, velandis virginibus (quoted 
Wilpert, op. cit., 22). 
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Byzantine Mosaics 

Emerging from the restriction the 
catacombs and disposing the favor and 
wealth the Empire, art was moving 
forward along new paths development. 
Byzantine art and Romanesque art are 
the transitional types between the primi- 
tive and Gothic art. This the period, 
whose dominant tone majesty, which 
saw the liturgy grow into ornate ex- 
pression the court ceremonial the 
heavenly monarch, the achievement 
the sublime austerity plain chant, and 
the stately, hieratic lines Byzantine 
mosaic, glowing with rich colors and gold. 

Perhaps artistic type other than 
mosaic could have effectively expressed 
the character and spirit Christianity 
this period, marked was the 
appearance the compelling features 
monarchical Christ and the disappear- 
ance the tender conception the Good 
Shepherd the catacombs. Rudolph 
Otto expresses the change, there pre- 
dominance the religious 
feeling over the fascinans. The symbolic 
and conventional nature Christian art 
becomes more apparent, change partly 
necessitated the medium, which de- 
manded simple designs, devoid realism. 

The period greatest heights mosaic 
painting was the sixth century, and 
Ravenna supplies the perfect example 
the genre. The richest cycle mosaics 
that the Byzantine Church San 
Apollinario Nuovo wherein three tiers 
scenes, one above the other, cover the 
nave. the lowest row, above the 
columns and between the clerestory win- 
dows, either wall, appears long pro- 
cession martyrs, stately and hieratic, 
proceeding rhythmic order, the bodies 
undulating forward but slightly, carrying 
the eye softly the apse where the 
Madonna enthroned between four 
angels; their composition almost 
strictly architectural the columnar 
figures the portals Chartres. this 
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composition twenty-two female martyrs 
are identically clothed, and distinguished 
only name, save Agnes, whose 
bute, lamb, rests her feet. She 
closely flanked companion virgins from 
whom she separated palm 
The virgin-martyr clothed white 
stola and rich palla embroidered with 
gold and pearls, thus displaying 
attire noble Roman lady. Her brow 
net from which hangs long white veil. 
With one corner the veil she covers 
her hands which are holding the crown 
she place the feet Christ. This 
iconographical detail found also 
the catacombs. was customary the 
Church veil one’s hands, either with 
napkin with one’s garment, holding 
any sacred object, custom derived from 
pagan usage. This detail would indicate 
that the crown held the virgin-martyrs 
was “sacred object” thus leading into 
what must necessity inadequate 
consideration one the most import- 
ant inconographical features relative 
virgins, the “crown mention- 
the Pontificals. 


Interwoven into the long and complicat- 
history this symbol are two guide- 
threads which point clearly the double 
provenance the virginal crown. the 
first place, consecration mystic 
espousal, the crown the virgin receives 
corresponds the traditional 
wreath. actual practice, since the 
time Tertullian (c. 200), virgins were 
mitella, silk woolen gold-embroidered 
fillet wound round the head form 
sort cap. Father d’Izarny believes 
that the imposition the virginal 


splendid color reproduction this mosaic 
figure St. Agnes found Huch and Vol- 
bach, Early Christian Mosaics, Iris Books, 
New York, 1946, Plate 

The mitra similar vitta, the bande- 
lettes with which the bride bound her hair 
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cares that the course the fourth cen- 
tury the virginal consecration underwent 
change spiritual signification where- 
the concept marriage with Christ 
was stengthened. From the the 
bridal crown there easy transition 
and today every nun the day her 
final profession can see the crown she 
receives, whether wreath lilies and 
roses simple evergreen, the sign seal- 
ing her betrothal Christ. 


The second spiritual significance the 
crown St. Agnes bears carefully 
Christ equal excellence. Since time 
immemorial the crown has betokened the 
reward the victor after battle. The 
crown pagan symbol which has come 
indicate the special heavenly reward, 
the aureole, signifying victory over the 
one the three aureoles 
which theologians mention. According 
these aureoles are particular 
rewards added the essential happiness 
eternity, like many laurel wreaths 


crowning three conspicuous victories, the 
flesh (virginity), the world (martyrdom), 
and the devil (doctors preaching the 
truth). St. Agnes bears her crown rever- 
blance Christ well the sign her 
bethrothal 


Virgins Miniatures 


well known that the development 
the organized religious state within the 
Church was not without its effect upon 
the status the consecrated virgins. 
Just the category virgines sacras was 


the her marriage. See d’Izarny, op. 
Summa Theologica, Supplement xcvi, art 
tion the Ravenna mosaic. The chapel 
the Benedictine Sisters the St. Scho- 
lastica Convent Chicago, Illinois, 
decorated with frescoes executed Brother 
Notker the Abbey Maria Laach, Germa- 
ny. The fresco behind the high altar depicts 
St. Agnes and four companions composi- 
tion adapted from the mosaic frieze San 
pollinario. 


gradually assimilated into and identified 
with organized community life, the cere- 
mony religious clothing and profession 
gradually incorporated the older cere- 
mony into its proper ritual. Those older 
monastic orders, existence during the 
transitional period, have retained 
the present time, the proper consecration 
virgins, namely, the Benedictines, Cis- 
tercians, Trappistines, Canonesses Regu- 
lar, Carthusians, others. This deep- 
seated change had marked effect upon 
any possible artistic elaboration the 
theme. 

From henceforth virginity will iden- 
tified with special group persons who 
have voluntarily removed themselves 
from the main social currents. The art 
the Middle Ages, from the illuminated 
manuscripts the Gothic cathedrals, was 
primarily intended for the instruction 
the masses the basic truths Christi- 
anity. Consequently artistic expressions 
consecrated virginity adorn, not 
much the naves cathedrals the folios 
the “Bishop’s Book,” the Pon- 

Like all medieval books the pages 
many Pontificals were decorated with 
illuminated borders and margins, embel- 
lished initials and hand-painted mini- 
atures. From the ninth the twelfth 
century, miniatures did not illustrate the 
rites proper pontifical but borrowed 
subjects from the Sacramentary Missal, 
the mysteries Our Lord, Our Lady, and 
the saints. Not until mid-thirteenth cen- 
tury did the decoration the Bishop’s 
Book reflect the pontifical content, the 
collection rites reserved for the bishop. 
Such manuscripts are then the source for 
any figurative representation consecrat- 
virgins the Middle Ages. 

The brief survey which follows has been 
facilitated immeasurably the monu- 
mental study the Abbé Victor Lero- 
quais his exhaustive analysis all the 
manuscript pontificals found the pub- 
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lic libraries About fifty mini- 
atures from the two-hundred and fifty 
manuscripts analyzed Leroquais repre- 
sent scenes from the consecration vir- 
gins. half-dozen two-tone plates pro- 
vide more exact notion these paint- 
ings. Four the six are found the 
first folio material relative 
the ceremony and three illustrate the 
initial scene, the call the Archpriest. 
The virgins consecrated, bearing 
lighted candles, assemble before the 
mitred bishop who seated inter- 
rogate them concerning their worthiness. 
The other three are less specific but doubt- 
less intend illustrate the solemn bless- 
ing which essential the rite: nuns, 
with without candles, kneel before the 
prelate who stands before them the 
act blessing. 

glance some these miniatures 
may interest. The oldest, the Pon- 
tifical second-half 
the thirteenth century, curiously one 
four miniatures ornamenting the back 
cover the codex. Three nuns, presum- 
ably Benedictines from their soft wimples, 
dark veils and robes, kneel before mitred 
prelate holding his left hand what 
possibly benedictionary, while his right 
monastic garb, stands graceful posture 
behind the bishop. 

The next miniature takes the mid- 
fourteenth century and found the 
Pontifical Senlis. The manuscript in- 
cludes eleven initial miniatures ex- 
treme “finesse” which belonged 
Parisian artist great The 
scene which Boinet entitled “Bénédiction 
d’une religieuse bénédictine” shows nun 
Victor Leroquais, Les pontificaux manuscrits 


des bibliothéques publiques France, Paris, 
1937, III vols. supplementary volume 


plates which deal specifically with the 
consecration are invaluable adjunct and 
are referred these pages. 

Amédée Boinet, Les manuscrits peintures 
Soc. Fr. Rep. Mss., Bull. (1921), 78. 
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with hands clasped kneeling before 
bishop the attitude blessing; the 
tended right hand clearly shows the fourth 
and little fingers drawn toward the 
palm, detail indicative the extremely 
exact execution. The personages stand 
out against gold-checkered background, 
feature definitive fourteenth century 
manuscripts. 


The Pontifical Sens, fourteenth cen- 
tury, Leroquais calls “one the jewels 
the Library Arras” and believes 
the product the atelier the 
famous Duke Berry. Against gold- 
checked background bishop blesses 
some six kneeling nuns whose white veils 
proclaim them novices, the two with dark 
veils are presumably the godmothers, 
paranymphae, required the rubrics. 
Behind the prelate appear the heads 
four eager and youthful ecclesiastics, 
Exactitude well whimsical detail are 
noted the depiction liturgical cos- 
tume. 


The two fifteenth-century miniatures 
show marked changes the art mini- 
ature. longer the miniature con- 
ceived two dimensions, and 
surfaced ornamentation for flat page 
whereon the important thing was the 
script, the text being illuminated. But 
with the advent perspective the unity 
planar surface has been destroyed and 
miniature paintings have the effect 
cutting hole the page. 


One particular manuscript deserves 
special note. The Pontifical Avignon 
contains twelve drawings displaying the 
steps the consecration Carthusian 
nuns. The most curious that the 
folio which the bishop delivers 
religious the maniple, stole, and pectoral 
cross. The accompanying explanation 
states that this rite not found the 
Roman Pontifical but according 
very old usage and custom the Order. 
This the only surviving relic the 
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ordination deaconnessses the Wes- 
tern 

One other expression our theme 
medieval art and one “extra-Pontifical” 
will bring close this brief survey 
the Gothic period. One the most ad- 
mirable products the first half the 
thirteenth century were the “moralized 
Bibles.” unique creations were 
not complete manuscript texts the 
Bible, but picture books with scenes from 
both Testaments and accompanying mini- 
atures illustrating the application ofa 
moral the episode. Thus the “river 
living water” the Apocalypse re- 
ferred the benefits baptism and the 
separation waters Genesis the 
contrast virtuous with lax prelate. 


difficult describe the two 
roundels which are pertinent the con- 
folio from the third part 
one complete text preserved the Pari- 
sian National Library quotes portions 
four gradual psalms (127-130). The first 
the four miniatures the left side 
the vertically divided page refer Psalm 
127, Beati omnes qui timent Dominum. 
The upper medallion literal illustra- 
tion the blessings family life accru- 
ing from the fear the Lord, uxor tua 
vitis abundans, and filii tui sicut 
husband and wife 


Herbert Thurston states that deaconesses 
active order had disappeared the sixth 
century, Catholic Encyclopedia, 1908, IV, 
652. interesting note that most 
the manuscripts the Pontifical Guillaume 
Durand Mende, 1292, Leroquais, 
the rite for the ordination deaconesses 
mentioned. 

Laborde, Bible Moralisee illustree, 
Paris, 1911-27, II, Pl. 258; complete repro- 
duction the Paris ms., Bibl. Nat. lat. 
11560, fol. 34. 


are seated well-provided table, off- 
spring stand about attentive affection, 
and the right large olive tree bends 
protectively over the spouses. The roundel 
immediately below illustrates moral 
drawn from Psalm 126 and ends with 
these words: ergo iste hortatur 
nos caste The accompanying 
miniature depicts the state consecrated 
chastity showing, great simplicity, 
bishop blessing group virgins, all 
whom incline their heads toward the 
prelate whose hands rest upon the head 
the one who nearest him. 

Modern expressions the theme con- 
secrated virginity, few though they be, 
are for the most part sterile imitations 
what living religion-culture has already 
produced. This may exemplified 
glancing the Pontificals used pre- 
lates today. When open the Roman 
Pontifical, edition Benedict XIV, 
large folio volume covered with splendid 
red morocco, and turn the rite vir- 
ginal consecration discover illumina- 
tions another type. series postal- 
card size engravings picture ten im- 
portant steps the ceremony. are 
purely nineteenth century style with 
vestigial influences the baroque reveal- 
attitude and postures, and the 
arrangement draperies. 

The subject present static but 
with the current revival the ancient 
ritual the consecration virgins may 
not hope that St. Augustine’s “Beauty 
ever old, yet ever new” may inspire 
contemporary artists new understand- 
ing the spiritual implications virgini- 
ty, and that eventually this “new” spirit 
may encounter truly artistic expression? 
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Scriptural Studies Montserrat 


recent issue the Benedictine Re- 

view mention was made the musical 
tradition Montserrat. Another tradi- 
tional work that has distinguished this 
Benedictine monastery that scrip- 
tural studies. Now preparation there 
symposium scriptural studies 
honoring Dom Bonaventure Ubach, 
monk Montserrat and member the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission. 

Abbot Mark Villalba, the fifteenth 
century, proposed the community 
series works order that there might 
intensification biblical studies 
among his monks. Since that time there 
has been chair Sacred Scripture 
Montserrat and many the monks have 
gone from the monastery teach the 
subject the cathedrals Barcelona and 
Seu d’Urgell, and occupy chairs 
Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, and Arabic 
Salamanca. 

the sixteenth century the influence 
this monastic school scriptural 
studies Montserrat was evidenced 
the names outstanding authors and 
works. From the pen Dom Benedict 
Vila has come the Harpa David, 
version the psalms which was publish- 
Barcelona and has been reprinted 
many times. Dom John Robles pro- 
duced translation, together with com- 
mentary the Gospels, which con- 
sidered classic. The original manu- 
script the famous Escorial. But 
far the most notable book written 
Montserrat the Allegoriarum 
Dom Jerome Lloret who may called 
“the father scriptural studies Mont- 
serrat.” This book contains literal, al- 


Page Sixty-two 


legorical, and mystical explanation the 
Sacred Text. One his disciples, Dom 
Joseph Capellades, made some additions 
this work Lloret’s, while another 
his followers, Dom Francis Sanchez, fol- 
lowed the literal interpretation his 
commentaries the Sapiential Books. 

the beginning the past century 
another commentary Sacred Scripture 
was preparation when the French 
troops invaded Spain. Without interrup- 
tion, then, from the fifteenth century 
the present day, the monks have main- 
tained school scriptural studies 
Montserrat. 

our own day this tradition being 
continued Dom Bonaventure Ubach, 
who himself has spent forty years 
Palestine, having made Jerusalem the 
center for his biblical investigations. 
Among his published works are Hebrew 
grammar and interesting travel book 
Sinai. Since 1925 has been en- 
gaged the vast undertaking 
ing the text, with commentary and 
lustrations the Sacred Scriptures, which 
scholars are already calling the “Bible 
Montserrat.” Thus far published are 
three volumes comprising the Pentateuch, 
two volumes the Book Psalms, and 
two volumes illustrating the books 


Genesis, Exodus, and Leviticus new 


contribution the scientific study 
Scripture). Recently Dom Bonaventure 
began the publication his 
the book Joshue, Judges, Ruth, 
and the first and second books Samuel. 


While engrossed this work, group 


friends, students, and admirers Dom 
Bonaventure Ubach have been preparing 
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Miscellanea Biblica Ubach which ap- 
The work represents the col- 
laboration some thirty exegetes and 


scholars, among whom are Cardinals Tis- 


serant and Mercati. Other collaborators 
are Fathers Miller, Salmon, Schildenber- 
ger, Dupont, Mundo, Olivar, Gomez, 
Bellet and Camps, all Benedictines; 
Fathers Vaccari, Fernandez, and Bover, 
Jesuits; Fathers Vincent, Colunga, and 
Abel, Dominicans, well other out- 
standing scriptural scholars such Al- 


bright, Robert, Carofalo, Delcor, Vander- 
vorst, Ayuso, Enciso, and 
Each them treats questions which Dom 
Ubach also has made the object his in- 
vestigations. The result book inter- 
esting every exegete. The supervision 
and direction the work under the 
Scriptorium Biblicum Orientale the 
Monastery Montserrat. The abbot 
has written prologue this series 
studies. 


With Other Benedictine Sisters 


WISCONSIN 


For the first time the four-year-old 
foundation the Missionary Sisters 
Benedict, simple perpetual vows were 
made August 26. The Right Rev. 
Richard Felix, received the vows 
Sister Mary Leonard Sistek, Sister 
Mary Cecilia Huyck, Sister Mary Paula 
Danneker, and Sister Mary Richard 
Schmidt. the same day three pros- 
tulants were invested with the holy habit. 
The new novices are Sister Mary Dolores 
(Eleanor Sheblak), Sister Mary Ann (Do- 
Brown), and Sister Mary Placida (Bet- 
tie Anheuser). 

September simple vows were pro- 
nounced Sister Maris Stella, Sister 
Gertrude Marie, Sister Mary Hugh, and 
Sister Mary Michael. 

The Sisters Holy Family Convent 


conducted religious vacation schools 


Coleman, Texas; Reading, Pennsylvania; 
and Benet Lake, Wisconsin. 

Regular activities for the winter season 
include weekly instruction six nearby 
centers, assisting many 
departments Our Faith Press, well 
attending the courses catechetical, 


liturgical, and Biblical studies offered 
the convent. 


Bismarck, 


Mother Edane Volk was elected second 
prioress Convent the Annunciation 
August 28, succeed Mother Decora 
Kaliher. Mother Decora had held this 
office since the community’s organization 
1947. Upon assuming the office 
prioress, Mother Edane appointed Sister 
Dorothea, subprioress; Sister Joyce, treas- 
urer; Sister Martha Clare, secretary; and 
Sister Hermina, procuratrix. 

majority the community attended 
summer classes Bismarck, where 
course sacramental theology was given 
Father Michael St. John’s Abbey 
and Institute Gregorian Chant 
Father Theophane Blue Cloud, South 
Dakota. few Sisters did graduate 
work Marquette, St. Louis, and Notre 
Dame universities, while others attended 
the College St. Benedict, the College 
St. Catherine, St. Thomas College, and 
Dickinson Teachers College. 

July Sister Clarice, Sister Mar- 
guerite, and Sister Alphonse made per- 
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petual vows, and Sister Gordon, Sister 
David, Sister Agnes, and Sister Kathryn, 
triennial vows. 

Sister Madonna completed course 
anaesthesia St. John’s Hospital, 
Springfield, Illinois, September. 
present Sister Emmanuel the Pharma- 
School Creighton University 
Omaha, Sister Florence the St. Louis 
University School Nursing Education, 
Sister Joseph Mount Marty College 
Yankton, and Sister James, Sister Eileen, 
Sister Gordon, and Sister David are con- 
tinuing their studies the College St. 
Catherine. 


the Feast St. Scholastica, the 
first novices the Convent St. Wal- 
burga made triennial vows. They are 
Sister Yvonne Florescu Oxford, Eng- 
land, now Sister John Baptist; and Sister 
Elizabeth Keesman San Francisco, 
California, now Sister Luitgard. 

Two Sisters who came from Germany 
last year will make their final vows the 
presence Mother Abbess Augustina 
who expected visit the 
convent soon. May these Sisters 
renewed their temporary vows 
reserve the profession ceremony until 
her arrival. 

The new chapel has been improved 
the addition Calvary group behind 
the altar, and tapestry woven the 
motherhouse The tapestry 
original representing the life and miracles 
St. Walburga seven tableaux, and 
covers almost the entire side wall the 
chapel. 

The Marian House, built the Sisters 
serve summer camp for children, 
has been remodeled and will used 
guest house. new building under 
construction for the campers. The Sis- 
ters are also planning catechetical instruc- 
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tion for the children during the vacation 
months. 

With external development and in- 
crease numbers, the Sisters the 
Convent St. Walburga are also striving 
restore the Divine Office full solemni- 
ty. Regular chant classes for all during 
the winter months make possible now 
have daily sung Vespers. 


Bristow, VIRGINIA 


The ancient rite Consecration 
Virgins took place St. Benedict’s Con- 
vent August 24, with Auxiliary Bishop 
Joseph Hodges officiating. Sixty-one 
members the community participated 
the consecration. Assisting His Excel- 
lency were the Rev. Boniface Bauer, 
B., Belmont Abbey; the Rev. George 
Ecker, C.P.S., and the Rev. James Cun- 
ningham, C.P.S., Manassas, Virginia. 
The Very Rev. Justin McClunn, chancel- 
lor, was master ceremonies. the 
sanctuary were the Rev. Ulric Thaner 
St. Vincent Archabbey and the Rev. 
Bernard Moore Charlottesville, 
ginia. 

Extension courses from St. 
College were taught the convent 
the Rev. Blase Strittmatter and the Rev. 
Armand-Jean Bladwin. 

Attending summer session the Cath- 
olic University were Sister Celine Hund- 
ley, Sister Rosemary Murphy, and Sister 
Roberta Giblin. the University 
Notre Dame were Sister Anita Sherwood, 
Sister Damien Tambola, Sister Ernestine 
Johann, and Sister Mary Ellen Black. 
Sister Agnes O’Mara was Marywood 
College Scranton for the summer 
session. 

new mission was opened 
ket, Virginia, September 28. Mary- 
ridge School, known, began with 
classes kindergarten and first 
well piano. 
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Missouri 

June the Rev. Frederic Schindler, 
Conception Abbey assumed 
the duties chaplain the community, 
succeeding the Rev. Innocent 

The new million-gallon reservoir, which 
was recently erected forestall the dan- 
ger water shortage, was blessed 
June the presence the whole com- 
munity. 

Eight postulants received the holy 
habit July 11. The are Miss Julia 
Roche, Arlington Heights, Illinois; Miss 
Helen Gillespie, Moncton, N.B., Canada; 
Miss Barbara McGrath, St. Louis, Mis- 
souri; Miss Evelyn Heinlein, New York 
City; Miss Teresa Hergenrother and Miss 
Marcella Novitsky, Dubois, Pennsylva- 
nia; Miss Patricia Slattery, Cleveland, 
Ohio; and Miss Magdalen Bracco Sesser, 
Illinois. 

During August, Sister DaPazzi Fink, 
Secretary General the Congregation, 
and Sister Augustine Finken, novice mis- 
tress, attended the National Congress 
Religious the University Notre 
Dame. Mother Thiadildis Kraus, local 
prioress, and Sister DeSales Markert at- 
tended the Vocational Institute Quincy 
College, Quincy, 

event significance for the entire 
Benedictine Order was the assembly 
forty Prioresses, two Superiors newly- 
convents, 
mistresses from all parts the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico 
the Benedictine Convent Perpetual 
Adoration Clyde, Missouri, October 20- 
The retreat for superiors was con- 
ducted the Right Rev. Damian Jent- 
ges, Abbot Mount Angel, 
Oregon. special article this issue 
the Review carries account the 
Workshop. 

the total forty-six Prioresses 
the entire North American continent, on- 
six were absent from the retreat 


cause illness other unavoidable cir- 
cumstances. was calculated that the 
assembled group superiors and novice- 
mistresses represented total member- 
ship more than 6,700 professed Sisters, 
some 260 novices, and 275 postulants. 

The Sanctuary the Holy Spirit 
Kansas City, Missouri, has been designat- 
two churches which pilgrimages are 
made during the Marian Year. 

November 21, Mother Cornelia St. 
Cin, for many years subprioress the 
motherhouse Clyde, Missouri, assumed 
the office Prioress the Kansas City 
convent, succeed Mother Loyola 
Churan. 


June work was begun the new 
St. Gertrude’s High School. This com- 
plete plant will serve both boys and girls 
the region. Ceremonies for the laying 
the cornerstone were conducted 
August the Most Rev. Kelly, 
Bishop Boise. 

The Benedictine Sisters St. Ger- 
trude’s, who have taught the public 
schools Camas Prairie for nearly forty 
years, have withdrawn and have adopted 
community policy not accepting 
positions public schools the future. 
least one parish has already re- 
established its parochial school. 

new school was opened September 
Grangeville, Idaho, with Sister Mar- 
cella, Sister Alexia, and Sister Hildegard 
teaching the classes. Temporary quar- 
ters are the Legion Hall, awaiting the 
completion the new Sts. Peter and Paul 
school. 

August four novices made trien- 
nial vows. They are Sister Frances, Sis- 
ter Theodora, Sister Gertrude, and Sister 
Agnes. the same day Miss JoAnn 
McDonald Nampa, Idaho, and Miss 
Henrietta Bielenberg Genesee, Idaho, 
received the holy habit. 
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Kentucky 


Three postulants were clothed the 
holy habit July Miss Beatrice Vor- 
tans Hayward, Wisconsin, received 
the name Sister Peter Marie; Miss 
Rosemary McCormack, Latonia, Ken- 
tucky, Sister Mary Adrian; Miss Lois 
Krouse, Tracy, Minnesota, Sister Evan- 
geline. 

profession ceremony August 
24, Sister Ruth, Sister Justina, and Sister 
Roseanne pronounced their final vows, 
and the following novices made triennial 
vows: Sister Leo Marie, Sister Michelle, 
Sister Paul Marie, Sister Mary Martin, 
Sister Florence, Sister Laurene, Sister 
Mary William, Sister Mary Luke, and 
Sister Marita. 

During the summer, religious vacation 
schools were conducted eleven Sisters, 
assisted three priests and six lay 
teachers. Classes were held Falmouth 
and Minerva, Kentucky; Florence, Fowl- 
er, Rocky Ford, Junta, Swink, and 
Cheraw, Colorado. More than thousand 
children were instructed, and 150 these 
were prepared for their First Holy Com- 
munion. 

Completing requirements for degrees 
the end the summer were Sister 
Petra, Master Arts; Sister Mary Rapha- 
el, Bachelor Music; Sister Consolata, 
Registered Nurse. 

Sister Teresita was appointed the 
Executive Board the Catholic Audio- 
Visual Educators Association meet- 
ing held Chicago, August 3-5. Sister 
Wendeline and Sister Perpetua also at- 
tended, the former participating 
panel Audio-Visual Libraries. 

Pius Week attracted Sister Sylvia, 
Sister Marcella, Sister Evelyn, and Sister 
Grace St. Meinrad Abbey, Indiana, 
August 17-21. 

Attending the Master Session Gre- 
gorian Chant, conducted Dom Hebert 
Desrockuettes Our Lady Cincinnati 
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College August were Sister 
ta, Sister Bertilla, Sister Mary Raphael, 
Sister Alesandro, Sister Mary William, 
and Sister Marita. 

Representing local units Young 
Christian Students the Study Week 
held St. Procopius, Lisle, 
August 16-20, were Sister Teresa, Sister 
Petra, and Sister Mary Eugene. 

Sister Irmina and Sister Teresita at- 
tended the I.F.C.A. convention 
bora, Kentucky, November 14-15, where 
Sister Irmina spoke the subject, “What 
Higher Education Means Catholic 
Women.” 

the Kentucky Education Associa- 
tion, held Lexington, October 19-31, 
Sister Aileen was member panel 
the Foreign Language Conference. 

October 12, Sister Petra addressed 
the Gemma Guild Covington “How 
Married People Can Carry Out Their 
Part the Lay Apostolate.” 

The Sixth Annual Community Confer- 
ence for the Benedictine Sisters Cov- 
ington was held August 17-18 Villa 
Madonna Academy, the elementary 
teachers meeting the first day and the 
secondary teachers the second. 

Rev. Mother Domitilla, Sister Callista, 
and Sister Mary Raymond were 
Chicago, September 19-22, for conven- 
tion Superiors and Administrators 
Hospitals. 

new mission Manchester, Ken- 
tucky, the heart the Kentucky 
Mountains, was opened September 
the request Bishop Mulloy. The only 
mission Clay County, the Sister’ 
chapel was the scene September 


the first high Mass ever offered that 


county. The pioneers are Sister Clare 
and Sister Lea. 


MINNESOTA 


Bishop Francis Schenk presided 


the clothing three novices the 


Manit 


Schen 
ceive 
and 
Sister 
Sist 
Hosp 
July 
and 
St. 
tation 
ton, 
Jerom 
where 
Att 
Bland 
mistre 
Sist 
Notre 
On. 
The 
ofar 
the 
Schen 
24, 
organ 
Sist 
17-21. 
Sister 
Sister 
Sist 


hael, 
liam, 


oung 
Neek 


holic 


9-31, 


How 


nfer- 
Cov- 
Villa 

the 


ven- 


Ken- 
only 
ters’ 
that 


ount 


Benedict Chapel July Bishop 
Schenk was also present July re- 
ceive the triennial vows two novices 
and the perpetual vows four young 
Sisters. 

Sister Vianney Munn died St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, 
July where she had served nurse. 

Mother Blandina, first visitator the 
Congregation St. Gertrude the Great, 
and Mother Monica, second visitator, 
Benedict’s Convent, Madison, Wis- 
consin, made the triennial canonical visi- 
tation Sacred Heart Convent, Yank- 
ton, South Dakota, July 12-15. Mother 
Jerome, President the Congregation, 
accompanied the Mothers Crookston, 
where visitation was held July 15-18. 

Attending the Institute Spirituality 
Notre Dame August were Mother 
Blandina and Sister novice 
mistress. 

Sister Scholastica received her master’s 
degree history from the University 
Notre Dame August 

August 17, Mother Blandina accom- 
panied Mother Jerome Yankton, South 
Dakota, visitation tour Arborg, 
Manitoba, Canada; Delcourt, Minot, and 
Bismarck, North Dakota. 

The month August saw the addition 
new altar and new pipe organ 
the chapel Mount St. Benedict. Bishop 
Schenk consecrated the altar October 
24, while Monsignor Funk blessed the 
organ August 23. 

Sister Gertrude and Sister Grace attend- 
the Pius Week St. Meinrad’s 
St. Indiana, August 

Gregorian Institute Winnepeg, 
August 24-28, attracted Sister Austin, 
Sister Joseph, Sister Victorine, and 
Sister Dorothea. 

Sister Charitas, administrator St. 
Francis Hospital, accompanied Mother 
Blandina San Francisco September, 
they attended the annual meeting 


the American Hospital Association. 

Representing the Crookston Sisters 
the three-day institute sponsored the 
Minnesota Association Medical Record 
Librarians Breckenridge, October 29- 
31, were Sister Secunda and Sister Wen- 
ceslaus. 


ALABAMA 


St. Bernard College, now process 
changing from the status junior 
senior college, will henceforth give senior 
college credit girls resident Sacred 
Heart Junior College, who are doing 
senior-college work. St. Bernard only 
mile distant from Sacred Heart. 

The community opened the first paro- 
chial school Anniston, Alabama, this 
year. 

Having obtained the necessary permis- 
sion from Rome, the Benedictine Sisters 
the Diocese Mobile began Decem- 
ber recite Compline their com- 
munity night prayer. 

Mother Annunciata Janeway and Sis- 
ter Edith Price, principal Sacred Heart 
Academy, attended the annual conven- 
tions the Southern regional unit the 
National Catholic Education Association, 
and the Southern Association Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, held Memphis, 
Tennessee, December 2-6. 


MINNESOTA 


The College St. Scholastica was host 
the third state convention the Cath- 
olic Kindergarten Association Novem- 
ber 28, with demonstrations being given 
kindergarten groups Our Lady 
the Rosary and Cathedral schools. 

the feast St. John the Cross, 
Sister Constantina, art instructor the 
college, unveiled her interpretation the 
Cross copper. symbolic the 
sixth verse the fifth chapter the 
Apocalypse. 

Recruitment for Social Work was the 
theme the Minnesota State Conference 
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Schools Social Work Education for 
their meeting held October the Col- 
lege St. Scholastica. Sister Celestine, 
head the sociology department, was 
hostess the more than fifty members 
attendance. 

Four fifteen-minute programs over 
WFTV have been allocated the college 
for the academic year part the 
telecasting’s educational program. The 
first was demonstration liturgical 
music under the direction Sister Donal- 
da, presented November. The second 
was Christmas program depicted 
Sister Constantina. Sister Agatha pre- 
sented the third program cancer re- 
search. The unique contribution 
woman’s college will the theme the 
last presentation. 

The annual meeting the North Cen- 
tral Region the American Philosophical 
Association was held the college 
October Sister Mary William presi- 
dent the group. 

“Art the Indians” was the topic 
Sister Bernard’s talk the joint meeting 
the Beta and Kappa chapters the 
Delta Kappa Gamma the college 
October 17. Sister Bernard has done 
considerable research the culture and 
history the Ojibway Indians. 

“The Ojibway and the Wild Rice Pro- 
blem,” article Sister Bernard, pro- 
fessor sociology, appeared the 4n- 
thropological Quarterly, July Sister 
Digna, head the psychology depart- 
ment, contributed article, “Motiva- 
tion Guiding the Child,” special 
issue Education. 

The College St. Scholastica cooper- 
ated with Duluth’s first production 
civic Christmas pageant December 12, 
presenting Annunciation tableau 
patterned after Fra Agelico’s conception 
the Annunciation. 


When Sister Colette Boyer died 
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Thanksgiving night, the last the three 
pioneers St. Bede’s Priory had gone 
her eternal reward. Sister Colette was 
eighty-five years old and had been 
Eau Claire since 1915, engaged 
domestic work. 

The Sisters who had been teaching 
St. Patrick’s High School since 1930 
moved the temporary quarters estab- 
lished for them the new Regis High 
School August 28, exactly sixty-one 
years after the Benedictine Sisters first 
came Eau Claire. 

Mother Rosamond, President the 
Congregation, and Mother Loraine, Pri- 
oress St. Paul’s Priory and second visi- 
tator the Congregation, conducted the 
regular visitation St. Bede’s, Novem- 
ber 6-9. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The Most Rev. Edward McMana- 
man, auxiliary bishop Erie, presided 
the reception and profession ceremonies 
Those receiving the holy habit 
were Sister Mary Liguori Ferko, Sister 
Timothy Sullivan, Sister Rachel Kuzma, 
Sister Aquinas Niebling, Sister Carmelita 
Canella, Sister Mary Peter Chittister, 
Sister Jean Marie Mando, and Sister 
Scholastica Lamberton. Those who made 
triennial vows were Sister Marie Corda, 
Sister Mary Denis, 
Sister Adrian, and Sister Ann Jane. 

Catechetical summer schools for 
school children were conducted the 
Benedictine Sisters seven 
throughout the Diocese Erie. 

The summer retreats were conducted 
the Rev. Terence Stanton Marmion 


Abbey and the Rev. Lester Dooley, 


S.V.D. 
Sister DeSales and Sister Gervase 


tended the workshop for Gregg 


Northwestern University during the 
first week August. 

The Right Rev. Denis 
Archabbot St. Vincent’s, presided 
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the final profession ceremonies August 
12. Those making perpetual vows were 
Sister Georgianne Palotas, Sister Marie 
Patrice McGrath, Sister Mary Susanne 
Groner, Sister Julie Marie Meyer, Sister 
Germain Groner, Sister Donald Marie 
McGreevy, and Sister Mary Philip 

The Most Rev. John Mark Gannon 
officially broke ground September 
for the new St. Benedict’s Academy build- 
ing completed September 1954. 


INDIANA 


Forty-nine Sisters availed themselves 
the extension courses offered the 
convent affiliation with the Catholic 
University America. Sister Thomas, 
Sister Priscilla, and Sister Charlotte were 
the instructors. 

Attending summer sessions elsewhere 
were nine Sisters Notre Dame, eight 
Washington University, two St. 
Louis University, four the Jordan Con- 
servatory Music Indianapolis, and 
two library science Rosary College. 
Frederica taught several classes 
the education department Incarnate 
Word College, San Antonio, Texas, where 
Sister Mary Herbert began her work for 
master’s degree education. 

Sister Marietta received her master’s 
degree chemistry from the University 
Notre Dame last August. 

The annual retreat was conducted 
the Rev. Bede Scholz Pius Monas- 
tery, Labadie, Missouri. 

Sister Mary Robert and Sister Julia 
attended the Institute Spirituality held 
Notre Dame August. 

August 10, Bishop Grimmelsman 
the triennial vows eleven Sis- 
ters and the perpetual vows six Sisters. 

Sister Mary Charles Mitchell and Sister 
Hilda Godecker participated the meet- 
ing the Language and Literature Sec- 
tion the American Benedictine Acade- 
held Latrobe, Pennsylvania, 


August 24-28. The former read paper 
entitled, “St. Gregory and Our Benedic- 
tine School the latter, 
study “Benedictine Life and Work 
among the Saxons Presented Weber’s 
‘Dreizehnlinden’.” 

Twenty-nine postulants entered the 


novitiate September 12. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


“In Christ Are One” was the theme 
the Third Educational Institute held 
St. Scholastica’s Convent, July 31. 
Presiding the different general and sec- 
tional sessions were Sister Donata, Sister 
Florence, Sister Maxine, Sister Louis, 
Sister Jeannette, Sister Matthias, Sister 
Irene, and Sister Germaine. Speakers in- 
cluded Mother Jane Frances, Sister Scho- 
lastica, Sister Frances Teresa, Sister 
Helen, Sister Herman Joseph, Sister 
Maurine, Sister Felicitas, Sister Loyola, 
Sister Annunciata, Sister Simon, Sister 
Annella, Sister William, Sister Generose, 
Sister Anthony, Sister Elaine, Sister Bene- 
dict Marie, Sister Victoria, and Sister 
Leona. 

Distinctive among the sectional meet- 
ings was one for housekeepers. Emphasis 
was laid upon the dignity serving meals 
because serving one another are 
serving Christ, and the fact that our 
Benedictine missions must examples 
Christian family living world that 
has lost the sacredness the family ideal. 


OKLAHOMA 


Sister Jane Marie Luecke, English and 
journalism teacher Catholic Central 
High School, Oklahoma City, was one 
six Sisters honored recent national 
press convention held Marquette Uni- 
versity, Milwaukee. She received 
medal recognition her outstanding 
work moderator the school yearbook 
and newspaper. 

January Sister Mary Peter and 
Sister Ann Maurice will make their final 
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profession. the same day, four 
postulants will clothed the holy 
habit. They are Miss Lorene Frank and 
Miss Tonya Trimble Tulsa, Miss Jean 
Futrell Oklahoma City, and Miss Caro- 
line Klein Arapahoe, Oklahoma. 

Mother Paula Bartmeier has announc- 
the appointment Dr. Thomas 
Greenburga president Benedictine 
Heights College. Doctor Greenburg, now 
acting president Incarnate Word Col- 
lege, San Antonio, Texas, will assume his 
duties with the beginning the second 
semester. 


ARKANSAS 


Several improvements have been made 
possible Holy Angels Convent the 
removal the hospital library the new 
hospital addition. The host room and 
the photographic art room have both 
been renovated. 

August 14, Novice Andrew was in- 
vested with the holy habit. the same 
day Sister Benigna and Sister Dorothy 
made triennial vows. 


Sacred Heart Convent established its 
first daughter-priory, Slovak branch 
Benedictine Sisters, November 27. 
The new community, which temporari- 
housed St. Michael’s Convent, 1949 
West Street, will eventually secure 
permanent site southeast Chicago. The 
erection took place with the approbation 
His Eminence Samuel Cardinal Stritch 
and the approval the Congregation 
St. Scholastica with which the Lisle 
motherhouse belongs. the same day 
the eighteen members the new com- 
munity elected Mother Teresita Shroba 
their first prioress. Mother Teresita 
had served superior the Slovak 
branch Benedictine Sisters during the 
probation period from July 1951, until 
the date her election Mother 
Prioress. 
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The new St. Benedict’s Convent 
transferred from Sioux City, Iowa, upon 
invitation from Bishop William O’Con. 
nor. has been canonical- 
established the diocese Madison, 
with branch-houses including St. 
cent’s Hospital and St. Monica’s children’s 
home Sioux City, Iowa, and St. Bene- 
dict’s Hospital Sterling, Colorado. 
October, forty-three acres land were 
purchased building site for the future 
convent and academy for girls. The 
Sisters are their temporary home St. 
Bernard’s Parish, 2822 Sommers 

Bishop O’Connor presided reception 
and profession ceremonies St. Bernard’s 
Church June 25, when three. young 
women received the habit and two Sisters 
made triennial vows. Novice Benedict, 
Novice Martin, and Novice Loretta are 
the new novices, and the newly profess- 
are Sister Mary Edward and Sister 
Mary Dorothea. 

Last May was celebrated the thirty- 
seventh anniversary St. Monica’s 
Home. This home for unmarried mothers 
and foundlings the only Catholic agency 
its kind this area, and since 1943 
has been under the auspices Catholic 
Charities. 

July 19, the formal blessing the 
new addition St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
Sioux City, Iowa, took place. The new 
four-story addition increases the hospital 
capacity 200 beds, providing also new 
surgical, obstetrical, and culinary depart- 
ments, lobby, and offices. 


The novices who made triennial vows 
July are Sister Ricarda Nolz, Sister 
Celestine Steiner, Sister Lucille Heidt, 
and Sister Angela Schmaltz. the 
same day Sister Edith Dirk and 
Stella O’Connell made perpetual vows. 

August 11, four young women 
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yested the habit. They were Miss 
Beatrice Soukup, Sister Florence; Miss 
Irene Schell, Sister Catherine; Miss Cath- 
erine Hoffert, Sister Lambert; and Miss 
Marlene Fox, Sister Ruth. Bishop Lam- 
bert Hoch presided the reception and 
profession ceremonies. 

Mother Carmelita and Sister Beatrice 
attended the Institute Spirituality 
Notre Dame during the late summer. 

Staffed three Sisters and one lay 
teacher, new grade school was opened 
the city last fall with enrollment 
165 pupils the first six grades. 

The annual retreats were conducted 
the Rev. Bernadine Shine St. Meinrad’s 
Abbey. 

Catechetical teaching Elbowoods 
terminated this fall because the flood- 
ing the land the Garrison Dam. 
Forthe past thirteen years Sister Gertrude 
and Sister Hildegarde taught religion 
the public schools the reservation 
time. Elbowoods particular 
interest the Sisters the Sacred Heart 
Convent, since was the location their 
first motherhouse from 1916 1920. 
1920 the community moved Garrison, 
and 1924 Minot. 

was 1910, the request the 
late Bishop Wehrle, that four Sisters from 
Mary’s, Pennsylvania, came 
woods open Sacred Heart Mission 
School the Fort Berthold Reservation. 
The school erected 1889 was designed 
Father McNally, missionary priest. 
Mother Catherine Drexel contributed 
large sum towards the construction the 
building. Until the school was destroyed 
boarding school. 


August 23, ground was broken for 
the new St. Mary Convent. Construction 
began immediately, and hoped that 
the building will ready for occupancy 
1954. 


The Rev. Joseph Staudinger St. 


Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, was 
appointed chaplain for the Sisters 
August 15. 

The Sisters officially began the recita- 
tion the Divine Office English 
November 17, the feast St. Gertrude. 
The Breviary English published 
St. Meinrad’s Abbey, St. Meinrad, In- 
diana. 

Sister Mary Paul Whiteford took part 
series Rural Life Conferences held 
various cities the Peoria diocese dur- 
ing November. Sister Mary Paul read 
paper and led the panel discussion 
each meeting. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The oldest member the Benedictines 
Pittsburgh, Sister Benedicta Stibish, 
died July her ninety-third year. 
Sister Bernadette Schaefer died De- 
cember 13. 

November 27, some thirty Benedic- 
tine Sisters participated pontifical 
Requiem Mass celebrated Bishop 
Coleman Carroll, new auxiliary bishop 
the Pittsburgh diocese, for the Sisters 
the diocese who had died during the 
past year. 

Several members the community are 
serving professional capacities the 
diocese. Sister Gregory, directress the 
choir, member the Board Direc- 
tors for the Pittsburgh Unit the Nation- 
Catholic Music Educators Association; 
Sister Regis member the Board 
Directors for the Sisters Alumnae Associ- 
ation Duquesne University; Sister Re- 
gina member the Mathematics and 
Science Committee for the Diocesan High 
School and recently gave lecture and 
demonstration the workshop held 
the diocese. 


representative group Benedictine 
Sisters from the Wilmington-area missi- 
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ons organized and produced half-hour 
television program portraying the Bene- 
dictine vocation. the camera brought 
St. Benedict and St. Scholastica into the 
homes the viewers, the choir nuns 
chanted the hymn for Prime. Then the 
narrator unfolded the story Benedic- 
tine life and work. The progressive steps 
leading final profession were also por- 
trayed, against background Gregorian 
and modern music. 

Sister Anselma and Sister Ignatia at- 
tended the convention the National 
Association Biology Teachers the 
University Delaware. Sister Alberta 
and Sister Immaculata participated the 
annual Press Conference held Villa- 
nova. 

The community was represented 
Sister Alberta and Sister Anselma the 
annual convention the Middle States 
Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, held during the Thanksgiving 
holidays Atlantic City. that time 
they also attended the Eastern Regional 
Unit the National Catholic Educational 
Association. 

full program summer sessions, 
workshops, and religious vacation schools 
rural areas account for the busy sum- 
mer schedule the Sisters Ridgely. 


Last spring the remains Mother 
Beatrice Blakely and four other Bene- 
dictine Sisters whose names are unknown 
were exhumed and brought St. Marys 
for burial from Nebraska City, Nebraska. 
Mother Beatrice was the first directress 
St. Benedict’s Academy St. Marys, 
and was associated with the academy 
from her entrance into religion 1858 
until she was chosen found new 
motherhouse Nebraska City 1865. 
The remains had moved make 
way for new parish school built 
the old cemetery site. 
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Easter Monday, April Miss Grace 
Ochs and Miss Elsie Ochs, twins Lucin- 
da, Pennsylvania, were clothed the holy 
habit and called Sister Roberta and Sister 
Mary Jude, respectively. Monsignor 
Murphy Ridgway presided the cere. 
mony investiture. 

April fund-raising campaign 
finance the expansion the Andrew Kail 
Memorial Hospital was projected 
meeting the advisory board and 
ministrative officers. The hospital con- 
ducted entirely the Sisters without 
state aid. 

The annual community retreats were 
conducted the Rev. Charles Kastner 
Belmont Abbey, Belmont, North 
Carolina. 

Religious vacation schools were taught 
Force, Kersey, Mt. Jewett, Mt. Alton, 
Hazelhurst, Warren, Tidioute, and Irwin. 


community election July 23, 
Rev. Mother Rose Mary Krellner was 
elected succeed Mother Isabel Jaeger. 

Sister Edith Hauber, one the oldest 
members the community, died 
August Sister Edith had taught for 
the past sixty years, and had helped 
establish the parochial schools 
Marys. 

Improvements the convent grounds 
include resodding the cemetery, 
ment gravel drives and walks with 
Amacite surfacing, enlargement the 
artificial lake, and the surveying and 
ing the grounds. 

The Right Rev. Denis Strittmatter, 
S.B., Archabbot St. Vincent’s, presided 
the profession ceremonies 
ber 28. Those making perpetual vows 
were Sister Veronica Baker and Sister 
Gertrude Wegemer, while Sister 
Bebble made triennial vows. 


St. 


Four Sisters from St. Paul’s Priory 
tended the Institute Spirituality held 
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Notre Dame August. They were 
Sister Helaine Harrer, Sister Gladys Hart- 
man, Sister Agathene Kuhl, and Sister 
Palma Wolf. 

Sister Luanne read paper “The 
Latin the New Psalter” the Litera- 
ture Section the American Benedictine 
Academy, which met St. Vincent’s 
Archabbey, Latrobe, Pennsylvania, the 
August. She was accompani- 
Sister Aquina Hartman. 

October found Sister Helaine and 
Sister Luanne St. John’s University 
Collegeville attend the Minnesota 
State Classical Conference. 

During the summer advanced degrees 
were awarded three members the 
Sister Kenneth Kauth, Sister 
Mary Charles Branovsky, and Sister Jean 
Smisek, who received the master arts 
degree from St. Thomas College. 


The summer retreats were conducted 
the Rev. Adalbert Buscher St. 
Meinrad’s Abbey and the Rev. Gerald 
McMahon St. John’s Abbey. 


Mother Rosamond Pratschner, presi- 
dent the Congregation, and Mother 
Ethel Cushing St. Bede’s Priory, Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, conducted the triennial 
visitation the priory November 20-23. 

December eight candidates were 
invested postulants investiture 
ceremony which the Very Rev. Gerald 
chancellor the archdiocese, 
officiated. 


August Sister Mary Romaine 
Bielmaier was elected Prioress St. Mar- 
tin’s Convent, fill the position made 
vacant the death Mother Mary 
Bonaventure Dealy June 11. the 
time her election, Mother Mary Ro- 
maine held the office subprioress. 
Sister Laurentia, who for many years has 
active hospital work, has been re- 


Sister Winifred and Sister Immaculata, 
St. John’s Hospital, attended the National 
Convention for Medical Record Librari- 
ans San Francisco, California, October 
5-9. Sister Winifred was the delegate for 
the South Dakota Medical Record Librari- 
ans. 

Attending the South Dakota Catholic 
Hospital Convention Pierre, October 
and were Mother Romaine, Sister Gene- 
vieve, Sister Elizabeth, Sister Grace, Sis- 
ter Benedict, and Sister Marmion. 

Mother Romaine, accompanied Sis- 
ter Elizabeth St. John’s Hospital, Rapid 
City, attended the Conference for Higher 
Superiors held St. Louis, September 
10-12. the close the conference 
they went Chicago attend the 
Hospital Administrators Institute. 

The work renovating the chapel 
St. Joseph’s Hospital has been completed. 
The chapel the oldest Benedictine 
chapel the Black Hills region. 


Twenty-five aspirants entered Sacred 
Heart Convent August 20. this 
number, the twenty-one who have reached 
the canonical age received the postulant’s 
veil and cape investiture ceremonies 
the eve the feast 
Conception. 

new movement was initiated the 
diocese Sioux Falls this vear when Mt. 
Marty College was host the first Work- 
shop for Organists and Choir Directors 
the discussion centered about the practical 
means for carrying out parishes the in- 
junctions Pope Pius and Pope Pius 
XII regard sacred music. Approval 
the workshop was evidenced the 
group participants voted for spring 
meeting discuss the Easter Vigil. 

Sister Teresa and Sister Roswitha at- 
tended the meeting the Literature Sec- 
tion the American Benedictine Acade- 
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Latrobe, Pennsylvania, August 26. 
Sister Teresa contributed panel dis- 
cussion Catholic fiction. 

late August, Mother Jerome and Sis- 
ter Rose Marie attended the National 
Catholic Hospital Convention San 
Francisco. 

Building projects recently completed 
Sacred Heart Convent include the addi- 
tion the laundry and the new Mary 
Florence greenhouse. Plans are under- 
way for new wing extension St. 
Thomas More Hospital Canon City, 
Colorado. 

October Maryhouse was blessed 
the Bishop and the first applicants for 
residence were received. 
home for the aged, conducted the Sis- 
ters who staff St. Mary’s Hospital 
Pierre. will house forty-eight guests. 
new chapel accommodate Sisters, 
nurses, and the aged was completed and 
blessed November 12. 

The Rev. Henry Huber, chap- 
lain Sacred Heart Convent for the past 
eleven years, his duties prior 


Conception Abbey’s new foundation 
Elkhorn, Nebraska, August 21. The 
Rev. Lawrence Gidley, O.S.B., the new 
chaplain the convent. The Rey, 
Philip Schuster, O.S.B., began his duties 
chaplain Sacred Heart Hospital 
the latter part August, replacing Abbot 
Philip Ruggle, who now chaplain the 
convent infirmary. 

Among the Christmas cards available 
this year from the Liturgical Press one 
Sister Leonarda, whom said 
the Press’ latest catalog, she “became 
nationally recognized for excellent cal- 
ligraphy upon the publication 
Family Book Life for which she execut- 
the lettering and art work.” Four 
Christmas cards, designed students 
under Sister Leonarda’s direction, have 
been published the Conception Abbey 
Press. The students are Sister Lambert, 
Sister Anna, Miss Mary Jane Connelly, 
and Miss Clara Beeson. 

new parochial school was opened 
the Yankton Benedictines this fall 
Holy Family parish, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


THE SCHOOL THE TEACHERS BUILT 


article describing “the most modern high school Wisconsin” appeared 
Crosse Register (August 1953) under the heading The School the Teach- 
ers The teachers who helped with the planning Benedictine Sisters from 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin, are congratulated group, and the teacher chemistry, 
physics, and aeronautics, Sister Maxine Simmer, particular. Sister credited with 
having detected the blueprints three mistakes, one which might have cost the firm 
that designed the school $10,000. When the architect his amazement explained, 


“Only one with engineering degree combustion would have found that mistake!”, 


the Sister quietly explained, have that degree.” Sister Maxine also holds 


plane pilot’s license. 
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The Rev. Lucien Senecal, con- 
ducted retreats for the Sisters remaining 
Colorado for the summer. 

More than three thousand children 
were taught Sisters Mount St. 
Scholastica religious vacation schools 
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and Colo- 
The largest number was taught 
the Pueblo diocese Colorado. 
the Cathedral parish, Sister Gaudentia, 
Sister Leon, Sister Geneva, Sister Mar- 
lene, Sister Mary Clarence, and Sister 
Sophie comprised the staff; Capulin, 
Sister Melania and Sister Leonissa; 
Aguilar, Romey, Gulvare, and Trujillo, 
Sisters Frances Marie and Sister Rebecca, 
with two Sisters Charity and Father 
Moynihan; Espinoza, Sister Loyola 
and Sister Charitas; Veta, Sister 
Fides and Sister Patricia Ann; Ortiz- 
Pinas, Sister Bernarda and Sister 
Flora; Jara, Sister Richardis and 
Sister Mary Blaise; Las Animas, Sister 
Vivian, Sister Lorene, and Sister Venard; 
Monte Vista, Sister Alcuin, Sister 
Christine, Sister Devota, and Sister 
Julian; Las Mesitas, Sister Wilma, and 
Sister Eunice; San Anton, Sister Ber- 
tha and Sister Adela; Romeo, Sister 
Virginia and Sister Amalia; Tioga, 
Sister Madeline and Sister Mary Virgil; 
Walsenburg, Sister Cordula, Sister 
Rosina, and Sister Jovita. 

the diocese Denver, three large 
schools were maintained the city 
Denver St. Cajetan’s, Our Lady 
Guadalupe, and Our Lady Victory. 
The Sisters who staffed these were Sister 
Wilhelmina, Sister Mary Felix, Sister 
Georgia, Sister Mary Francis, Sister 


Georgine, Sister Bertrand, Sister Camilla, 
Sister Mary Walburg, Sister Mary Ar- 
thur, and Sister Isidor. 

More than thirty centers provided for 
almost nine hundred children the Arch- 
diocese Kansas City Kansas. They 
were staffed follows: Axtell, Sister 
Senorina; Alma, with Alta Vista and 
Eskridge, Sister Fabian, Sister Everetta, 
and Sister Bettina; Baldwin, Sister Marie 
and Sister Mary Linus; Bendena, Sister 
Beatrice and Sister Fabian; Beattie, Sis- 
ter Mary and Sister DePorres; Burlington, 
Sister Clement Marie and Sister Mary 
Owen; Coal Creek, Sister Dolorita and 
Sister Hortense; Delia, Sister Corona and 
Sister Hilary; Doniphan, Sister Clara and 
Sister Everetta; Everest, Sister Demetria 
and Sister Rosanna; Fidelity, Sister Sybil- 
and Sister Adelinda; Flush, Sister Mary 
Pius and Sister Benigna; Frankfort, Sister 
Fredericka and Sister Mary Edward; 
Good Intent, Sister Clara and Sister 
Everetta; Hartford, Sister Caroline and 
Sister Mary Magdalene; Hiawatha, Sister 
Theophila, Sister Immaculata, and Sister 
Eugenia; Marysville, Sister Estelle and 
Sister Digna; Mooney Creek, Sister Jo- 
anna and Sister Denise; Onaga, Sister 
DeChantal and Sister Mary Conrad; Ot- 
tawa, Sister Cabrini and Sister Ephrem; 
Lapeer, Sister Gemma and Sister Ger- 
trude Marie; Seneca, Sister Wencelaus; 
St. Bridget, Sister Mary Clare and Sister 
Helena; Summerfield, Sister Senorina and 
Sister Thelma; St. Joseph-of-the-Valley, 
Sister Joanna and Sister Denise; Tonga- 
noxie, Sister Vivina and Sister Rosella; 
Troy, Sister Sebastian, Sister Leona, and 
Sister Cecile; Valley Falls, Sister 
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Ferdinanda and Sister Eulalia; Wathena, Dyke, Sister Malachy Kennedy, Sister 
Sister Annunciata and Sister Vincent; Mary Janice Egan, Sister Mary Patrick 


Waterville, Sister Cassilda and Sister Riley, Sister Pierre Cavanaugh, Sister Arch: 
Cecile; Wamego, Sister Edwina and Sis- Kevin Taylor, Sister Cabrini Hyland, 
ter Verita; Wheaton, Sister Germaine and Sister Felicitas Banks, Sister Vivina buted 
Sister Mary Ernest. Chamberlain, Sister Dionysia Sullivan, 
One vacation school the Salina dio- Sister Sheila Rea was charge ex- panel 
cese, Hanover, was staffed Sister hibits, with Sister Brendan Fry and Sister 
Emma Marie, Sister Leona, Sister Mary Baptista Feldman demonstrating audio- five 
Giles, and Sister Mary Prague. visual aids. dictin 
the St. Joseph, Missouri, diocese the late August meeting the Advisory 
following schools were conducted: Bur- Council Vocations the Archdiocese They 
lington, Sister Julitta and Sister Gertrude; was held Mount St. Scholastica, with Mary 
Clinton, Sister Dominica and Sister Cypri- the director, the Rev. Thomas ter 
an; Ewing, Sister Longina and Sister The board formed representativs 
Verona; Indian Creek, Sister Mary the religious communities for women 
Philip and Sister Gabriella; Spring Fork, which have motherhouses the arch- 
Sister Tharsilla and Sister Viventia. diocese. Sister Mary Schirmer 
Seven schools the Lincoln, Nebraska, and Sister Mary Joachim Holthaus are and 
diocese were Burchard, Sister Demetria representatives the Benedictine Sisters. 
and Sister Geraldine; Cortland, Sister Among summer session students who Scheu 
Sybilla and Sister Celine; Odell, Sister took the comprehensive examination re- Sister 
Mercedes and Sister Mary Urban; Red quired for graduation were Sister Mellita 
Cloud, Sister Emerita and Sister Mary McQuaid, Sister Agnese Brucel, Sister Siste 
Ethel; Steinauer, Sister Catherine and Alice Ann Kieffe, Sister Mary Carol her res 
Sister Ruthanna; Table Rock, Sister De- ler, Sister Edwarda Williams, Sister Edna ofNot 
metria and Sister Geraldine; Tecumseh, Brokamp, Sister Helena Niederbauer, 
Sister Mary Philip and Sister Verene. Sister Irmaline Higgins, Sister Luca Lager, 
The Solemnity St. Benedict July Sister Ruthanna Rohlfer, and Sister Mary Sister 
was observed solemn high Mass and Daniel Barros. Boedin 
sung Vespers. The Rev. Francis Bro- Completing work for the master’s de- 
derick was celebrant, with the Rev. Leon- gree the University Notre Dame was Ghost 
ard Way, deacon, and the Rev. Beatus Sister Francita Marnell; Creighton yearat 
Luce, subdeacon. Cantors for the Ves- University, Sister Mary Austin Schirmer, Acaden 
pers were the Rev. Anselm Llewellyn, the Sister Agnes Haganey, and Sister Clarissa 
Rev. Fidelis Forrester, the Rev. Martin Borden. brant, 
Taylor, and the Rev. Mark Watson. The Covina parish school was added the 
July was set aside Community the growing list California schools 
Catechetical Day, with the Rev. Sylves- ing staffed the new St. Lucy Priory 
ter Wietharn, archdiocesan director the Glendora. Council 
Confraternity Christian Doctrine, August work was begun the 
the main speaker. Another guest speak- new novitiate building. The new Mother 
was Miss Mary DiMaggio, secretary ate will entirely separate from the com Schirme 
the Kansas City, Missouri, diocesan vent, providing living quarters and Mary 
office. Members the community who rooms for some forty novices and 
contributed the program speakers tulants. 
and discussion leaders were Sister James Sister Teresa Ann Doyle was elected Kans 
Marie Heiney, Sister Mary Jane Van chairman the Language and Literature 
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Section the American Benedictine 
Academy, which met St. Vincent’s 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, Aug- 
ust 24-28. Sister Faith Schuster contri- 
buted paper “Style and Substance 
the Works Graham Greene” 
panel discussion Catholic fiction. 

reception ceremonies August 
postulants were clothed the Bene- 
habit the Right Rev. Cuthbert 
McDonald, abbot St. Benedict’s Abbey. 
They were Miss Carolyn Quint, Sister 
Mary Rose; Miss Mary Ann Fessler, Sis- 
ter Mary Leo; Miss Marianne Barry, Sis- 
ter Mary Zoe; Miss Nancy Wolters, Sister 
Eleanor; and Miss Mary O’Grady, 
Sister Therese. 

August 15, Sister Ernestine Lopez 
Sister Elizabeth Cogan made tri- 
vows, while Sister Thaddeus 
Sister DePorres Dissler, and 
Sister Jeremy Dempsey made perpetual 


Sister Aelred Pottinger continuing 


her research biology the University 
Dame through the term 1953-54. 

Three Sisters who joined the college 
faculty the Mount September were 
Sister Juanita Pavlik, Sister Damian 
Boeding, and Sister Scholastica Schuster. 

Solemn high Mass honor the Holy 
marked the opening the school 
Mount St. Scholastica College and 
Academy. The Rev. Francis Broderick, 
and chaplain, was cele- 
assisted the Rev. David Kinish, 
the Rev. Gerard Senecal, and the Rev. 
Brian Kelly. 

Attending meeting the Kansas 
Council Church Related Colleges, held 
Benedict’s College, October were 
Mother Alfred Schroll, Sister Mary Austin 
Mary Cyril Busenbarrick, and Mr. Ed- 
Henry. the day previous 
all the Catholic college, 
met informally Mount St. 
College discuss common 


aims and common problems. The Rev. 
Alcuin Hemmen, vice-president 
St. Benedict’s College, was chairman 
this session, with Sister Mary Cyril 
serving secretary. 

Sister Celine Goodwin attended spe- 
cial meeting the Kansas Provincial 
Executive Committee the National 
Catholic Music Educators Association 
Sacred Heart College, Wichita, Kansas, 
October Sister Celine charge 
work the new provincial constitution, 
and member the board reason 
her position retiring president the 
Kansas unit. She was accompanied 
Wichita Sister Anne Cawley. 

During her brief visit the Mount, 
Mother Mildred Knoebber spoke 
open meeting the college Sociology 
Club October 19. Her subject was 
the Mexican family and devotion the 
Virgin Guadalupe. 

Sister Jane Frances McAtee was guest 
speaker meeting the St. Benedict’s 
Parish Parent-Teacher Association 
October. Her subject was “Health 
through Books.” Later the month, 
accompanied Sister Hildalita Carl 
Donnelly College, Sister Jane Frances at- 
tended the eighteenth annual convention 
the Midwest unit the Catholic Libra- 
Association, held Sacred Heart Col- 
lege, Wichita, Kansas. 

Sister Jerome Keeler, dean Donnelly 
College, was assembly speaker Mount 
St. Scholastica College October 21. 
Her subject was “The Value Cath- 
olic College Education.” 

Accompanying student delegation 
Home Economics Club Workshop, held 
Emporia, Kansas, October 10, were 
Sister Romana Farrell and Sister Karlene 
Hoffmans. 

Representing Mount St. Scholastica 
and Donnelly colleges, Sister Imogene 
Baker and Sister Kathleen Brazzel attend- 
the annual meeting Kansas Deans 
and Registrars, held Wichita Municipal 


Page Seventy-seven 


= 
| 
4 
‘ 
| 


University, October 27. Sister Jerome 
Keeler, dean Donnelly College, was re- 
elected secretary the Deans’ associa- 
tion. The Rev. Cletus Kohake, O.S.B., 
dean St. Benedict’s College, the new 
president the association. 

Sister Mary Austin Schirmer, Sister 
Gonzaga Engelhart, and Sister Immacula- 
Kramer attended the annual Confer- 
ence Teacher Education Topeka, 
October 23-24. December 16, Sister 
Mary Austin and Sister Jerome represent- 
the two colleges special meeting 
teacher education and certification, 
held Emporia, Kansas. 

Sister Clarita McGarity participated 
the Workshop for Notice Mistresses held 
the Benedictine Convent Perpetual 
Adoration Clyde, Missouri, October 
20-25. Her specific contribution was 
paper “How Teach Novices 
Pray.” 

The December issue Catholic School 
carried two articles Sister Eva 
Halasey, “The Nations Come the 
Crib,” dramatization, and “Christmas 
Greeting Our Pastor.” 

College librarians Sister Florence Fee- 
ney and Sister Jane Frances McAtee 
published the fifth series Tested 
Titles for Catholic Colleges observ- 
ance National Book Week. 

first official visitation the new 
foundation Mexico City was made 
early November, when Mother Alfred 
Schroll and Mother Vincent Hamilton 
made the trip there. They accompanied 
Mother Mildred Knoebber, leaving 
October and returning November 
10. 

article Sister Faith Schuster ap- 
peared America, November under 
the title “Feature X.” The essay was 
meditation the tragic kidnapping 
and murder Robert Greenlease 
Kansas City. 

Sister Ethelburg Leuschen and Sister 
Mary Janice Egan accompanied the stu- 
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dent delegation Confraternity Work. 
shop held the St. Mary College, Xavier, 
Kansas, November 

During Thanksgiving week, Sister Kar. 
lene Hoffmans, head the music 
ment the college, and Sister 
tom Koppes were Chicago for the an- 
nual meeting the National Association 
Schools Music. 

Sister Mary Joachim Holthaus 
panied Sister Mary Cyril Busenbarrick 
Omaha, Nebraska, November 9-16, 
business for the college and the alumnae 
association. 

The Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
O.S.B., who returned from visit Rome 
and the Benedictine houses Europe 
December recounted his experiences 
the Sisters the community room 
Sunday evening, December 

Fitting opening the Marian Year was 
the traditional pontifical Mass 
Scholastica Chapel, celebrated the 
Rt. Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 


abbot St. Benedict’s. Abbot Cuthbert 


was assisted the Rev. David Kinish, 
prebyter assistant; the Rev. Alcuin 
men and the Rev. Daniel O’Shea, 
honor; the Rev. Fidelis Forrester, 
deacon; the Rev. Gerard Senecal, sub 
deacon; the Rev. Francis Broderick and 
the Rev. Matthias Schmidt, masters 
ceremonies. Father Daniel preached the 
sermon. this occasion Abbot Cuth 
bert bestowed the papal blessing, 
privilege had been granted 
ence with the Holy Father. Abbot 
bert also presided Vespers the after 
noon. Cantors were Father Anselm, 
Father Camillus, Father Mark, 
Father Rochus. 

With the opening the Marian 
December community high Mas 
scheduled for every Saturday. 
sert will served the noon meal 
Saturdays. The eighth day 
month during this year will kept 
special prayer day, similar the 
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day observance Hours Adoration. 
Lady’s altar throughout the year, 
reminder that special honor due her. 
Private devotions also are encouraged, 
and processions and pilgrimages will 
planned for the spring and summer. 

Attending joint meeting the Ameri- 
can College Public Relations Association 
and the American Alumni Council, Sister 
Rosemary Hogan and Sister Mary Cyril 
Busenbarrick were Ames, Iowa, De- 
cember 6-9. They continued 
Chicago, where they participated Col- 
lege day St. Scholastica December 10, 
and attended meeting Chicago alum- 
December 11. 

Twelve postulants received the habit 
and white veil the novice from the 
Most Rev. Edward Hunkeler, Arch- 
bishop Kansas City Kansas, who 


December 13. They were Miss Mary 


Jane Gregory, Sister Jeanne; Miss Jeanine 


Steichen, Sister Dolorine; Miss Josephine 


Rodriguez, Sister Carmen; Miss Lucy 
Marie Kramer, Sister Mary Lucy; Miss 
Shirley Gray, Sister Mary Camillus; Miss 


Helen Jane Zecha, Sister Mary Dominic; 


Miss Mary Alice Rodriguez, Sister Alon- 
ta; Miss Naomi Gallegos, Sister Jacinta; 
Miss Charlotte Gampper, Sister Madon- 
na; Miss Lynda Malaney, Sister Mary 


Grace; Miss Mary Carolyn Weber, Sister 
Assumpta; Miss Patricia Whalen, Sister 


Marian. Assisting His Excellency were 


Father Florian and Father David, capel- 


lani, and Father Francis, master cere- 


monies. Clerics from the abbey were 
minor ministers. the sanctuary were 


the Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, the 


Daniel O’Shea, the Rev. Norbert 


Wavada, the Rev. Francis McAuliffe 


Kansas City, Missouri, and the Rev. Ger- 


Ingoldsby Joplin, Missouri. 


Midnight Mass Christmas was cele- 
brated the Rev. David Kinish, assisted 
the Rev. Gerard Senecal and the Rev. 
Simeon Finnegan. Brother Robert Eckel 
was master ceremonies. Father David 
also celebrated the second 
Christmas Masses. 

preliminary planning meeting the 
Language and Literature Section the 
American Benedictine Academy was held 
the Mount December 30, with mem- 
bers present from St. Benedict’s, Donnel- 
ly, and Mount St. Scholastica colleges. 
Contributions the program were made 
the Rev. Alcuin Hemmen, the Rev. 
Cornelius Caples, the Rev. Lucien Senecal, 
the Rev. Brendan Downey, Sister Mary 
Cyril Busenbarrick, and Sister Mary 
Janice Egan. Father Brendan secre- 
tary the Section and Sister Teresa Ann 
Doyle, chairman. 

Sister Jerome Keeler and Sister Audrey 
were Chicago during Christmas week 
for meetings the Modern Language 
Association and the Association Teach- 
ers French and Spanish. While there 
they took occasion drive out Benet 
Lake, Wisconsin, where they visited the 
Benedictine convent and monastery. 

January was profession day for six- 
teen young Sisters the community. 

Novices who made triennial vows were 
Sister Mary Paulinus Ford, Sister Mari- 
lyn Krier, Sister Michel Moore, and Sis- 
ter Amelia Nowatzke. The twelve who 
made their perpetual vows were Sister 
Euthalia Wernsman, Sister Mary Cosmas 
O’Neill, Sister Christelle Conway, Sister 
Mel L’Ecuyer, Sister Rene Killeen, Sister 
Mary Colman Rhodes, Sister Margaret 
Bealmear, Sister Mary Lambert Cogan, 
Sister Mary Edward Assenmacher, Sister 
Fatima Tosh, Sister Mary Robert Heide- 
man, and Sister Mary Giles Mellott. 
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Sister Ruperta Puhler died the con- 
vent infirmary September after 
illness two months. Sister Ruperta 
was born Bavaria, May 21, 1901, the 
daughter Anna Lang and John Puhler. 
She entered the novitiate Mount St. 
Scholastica January 30, 1923, was 
clothed the Benedictine habit 
August 15, 1923, and made her first pro- 
fession one year later. the thirty 
years her life, Sister Ruperta was mis- 
sioned chiefly Atchison, having spent 
one years Creston, Iowa, and another 
the Cathedral St. Joseph, Missouri. 
September following the recitation 
the Office the Dead, solemn requi- 
Mass was celebrated the Rev. 
David Kinish, assisted the Rev. Aloy- 
sius Kropp and the Rev. Otho Sullivan. 


The Very Rev. Anthony Reilman, O.S. 
B., subprior St. Benedict’s Abbey, 
Atchison, Kansas, conducted the annual 
retreat from June 21-27. Attending the 
exercises were thirty-nine Sisters station- 
Southern California. High Mass was 
sung daily and Matins were added the 
Hours the Divine Office. 

Eight Sisters attended the summer 
session the San Diego College for 
Women. Extension courses Curricu- 
lum and Constitution were taught 
Sister Irene and Sister Mary Angela 
the Priory from June 29-July 20. 

Seventy-five children were enrolled 
the Fundamental Skill School taught 
the Sisters Azusa during the month 


July. 
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OBITUARY 


NOTES FROM ST. LUCY’S PRIORY 


Sister Irmengard Beedo died Mount 
St. Scholastica November 22. She had 
been member the community more 
than sixty-six years. Agnes Theresa 
Beedo was born St. Benedict (Seneca), 
Kansas, March 25, 1866, the daughter 


Donna Maria and Martin Beedo. She 
entered the novitiate May 25, 1885, and 
made her religious profession January 
1887. Sister Irmengard had served 
various missions Kansas, Mis- 
souri, and Nebraska, but had been the 
convent since 1939. The funeral took 
place November 24, with Office the 
Dead and solemn requiem Mass. Father 
David was celebrant, assisted Father 
Felix and Father Francis. 


the first time St. Lucy’s Chapel the 
Feast the Solemnity St. 
The celebrant was the Rev. Damien 
Preske, O.S.B., Marmion Abbey, Aurora, 
Illinois. The Rev. Cornelius Waldo, 
Perris, California, was deacon, the 
Rev. John Flack, pastor St. 
Church, Baldwin Park, California, was 
subdeacon, and the Rev. Casimir Hernan- 
dez, assistant pastor St. Francis 
Church, Azusa, California, was master 
ceremonies. Father Damien was 


celebrant sung Vespers the evening. 
July Sister Rose Angela 
and Sister Vera Glynn received the 
master’s degree from His Eminence 
(Continued page eighty-seven) 


Solemn high Mass was celebrated for 
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Book Reviews 


The Springs Silence. Madeline DeFrees 
(Sister Mary Gilbert, M.). Illustrated 
Hazard Durfee. New York: Prentice-Hall, 
Inc., 1953. Pp. 173. $2.95. 

The Springs Silence might well 
called portrait way life. Its 
author has not attempted produce 
the book photographic likeness her 
life but has included enough biographical 
material guarantee its genuineness. 

The book presents sincere and gently 
humorous picture the experiences 
young girl through day decision and 
preparation before entering the convent, 
through months adjustment and train- 
ing during the novitiate, and through 
years trials and triumphs teacher 
ina religious order. the background 
one finds sketches other personalities 
whose duties, conflicts, and achievements 
all play part the formation soul 
dedicated daily God’s work. 

her style writing, the author re- 
veals her journalistic and poetic experi- 
ence. look chapter titles will serve 
illustrate: Shopper,” Non- 
Singer Tune,” “Our Christmas Lasts 
Forever,” “Love Goes School,” “Strang- 
ers Home,” “Suns That Never Set.” 
Reflective passages balance the many 
humorous anecdotes that the over-all 
view one inspiration rather than 
mere entertainment. Readers who wish 
more about convent life will find 
detailed enough satis- 
fying yet universal enough apply 
almost any teaching order. Those who 
know the life through experience will feel 
athome this backward glance extra- 
ordinarily real and moving because 
typical. 

few may puzzled the liberties 
taken with the time sequence book 
supposedly autobiographical. This, the 
author explains the preface, safe- 
guard the privacy individuals and 
satisfy artistic demands unity and 
build. 


The illustrations seem emphasize the 
concept the book portrait rather 
than photographic likeness. Mere pen- 
cil-line sketches, they only suggest rather 
than duplicate what they represent. To- 
gether with the many quoted passages 
poetry, they provide worthy footnote 
the picture how one learns “see 
the world through the eyes God.” 


Sister Paula Howard, 


Christ and Womankind. Peter Ketter, 
D.D. Translated from the German Isabel 
McHugh. Westminster, Maryland: The New- 
man Press, 1952. Pp. xvi, 446. $5.00. 


Woman’s two-fold liberation from the 
bonds sin and from the fetters mere 
physical worth the subject Christ and 
Womankind Peter Ketter, D.D., Pro- 
fessor New Testament Exegetics 
the Diocesan Seminary Treves, Ger- 
many. The book gives true presenta- 
tion the sanctity sex and thereby 
merits far greater reading public than 
will ever reach. 


Stating that this study the outgrowth 
work among women, the author knows 
woman’s search for Christ varying 
degrees intensity. Convinced that 
much religious literature the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries has senti- 
mentalized Christ the detriment 
true womanly devotion both within and 
without the cloister, Dr. Ketter proposes 
present the strong Christ the 
Gospels drawing from divine words and 
actions the perfect esteem woman and 
the divinely ordained attitude toward her. 


the four parts the book, the 
second, “Christ’s Gifts and Require- 
ments Womankind,” unquestionably 
superior and its one hundred forty pages 
deserve the added popularity they would 
achieve printed separate volume. 
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Christ’s greatest gifts woman were 
the unity, the purity, the indissolubility, 
and the holiness the marriage bond. 
When declared the inviolability the 
marriage vows, gave woman security 
unknown that time. Under Christ’s 
law she could not discarded whim. 
She would not have share her husband’s 
love with another. role spouse and 
mother was ennobled. Advocating in- 
timate union with God for those whose 
profession motherhood, Father Ketter 
cites the solitude Elizabeth scrip- 
tural example for imitation, noting the 
importance pre-natal influence, for, 
says, “Our souls all have their birth- 
marks” (p. 265). conscious instru- 
ment God creation, woman’s direct 
creative responsibilities continue until 
each her children can live without her. 
Among the practical considerations 
that motherhood would ennobled 
real ‘family event’ 

150). 

Ketter shows himself familiar with 
the usual parochial school requirement 
daily Mass attendance and suggests that 
such attendance likely mere com- 
pliance with outward regulation unless 
there Catholic home training including 
parental example (p. 185). Emphasizing 
throughout his work woman’s role 
healing, mediation, and self-sacrifice, 
points out St. Augustine’s observation 
that the word matrimonium compound 
matris munium, the service mother- 
hood (p. 137). 

The brief and 
“Christ’s Royal Gifts Virgins,” stresses 
the positive aspect virginity, that is, 
complete conscious surrender the 
divine, rather than the negative aspect 
mere renunciation. The doctrine 
spiritual motherhood not developed. 

Closing this essential part the book, 
Father Ketter discusses the Eucharist 
appealing specially woman’s devotional 
instincts. Among the rather subjective 
observations (of which there lack) 
one comparing women hurrying 
early morning Mass with the women who 
hurried the sepulchre the first Easter 
dawn. Utterly unconvincing are the two 
reasons advanced why women 
not say Mass. First, being clothed 
vestments meant hide the person would 
contrary one her basic instincts, 
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self-exhibition; and second, the act 
consecration would impossible for 
preserve official calm (pp. 177. 
Part One, Status Woman 
fore Christ,” serves introduction 
(although already has been preceded 
foreword and introduction, both 
the author). discusses woman 
the heathen world and Israel showing 
through many examples her degraded po- 
sition. pre-Christian days she was re- 
garded with scorn. Her worth was 
physical only. Intellectually and 
ually she was, general, held 
Therefore Christ’s attitude toward her 
was revolutionary. That would give 
the gifts Christianity her and lay 
her corresponding responsibilities were 
indeed startling innovations. They pre- 
supposed dignity unknown the pagan 
world. They proved that God’s eyes 
her spiritual value equal man’s and 
her destiny the same, union with God. 
The principles discussed Part Two 
are shown specific application the 
remaining sections the book, “Indivi- 
dual Women the Life Christ,” and 
“Women the Apostolic Age.” 
Three opens with discussion St. Mat- 
thew’s genealogy the Messiah. Noting 
adultery the ancestors the 
the author cites St. John Chrysostom who 
explained that Christ came evade 
ignominy but bear away” (p. 
Next the author sets forth chronological- 
all the Gospel episodes concerning Mary 
and then proceeds treat each woman 
mentioned the Gospels. This section 
helps bring out the fact that, contrary 
custom, Christ permitted 
mong His followers, not only tolerating 
their presence but even entrusting 
them some the words eternal life. 
Father Ketter’s insight into woman's 
nature, prerequisite for this study, 
particularly evident his account 
Christ and the Samaritan woman. Christ, 


abstract terms, but was personal His 
approach. Then when had won 
sinner’s confidence gave her His 
sage. Quoting Cardinal Faulhaber the 
author states, “Long the spring 
Jacob’s well had flowed, prophet had 
ever before sat its edge holding 


haps 


own 

The 

aniél 
Womar 
labored 
cont 
are 
ing the 
sions 
and M: 
duced 

are qu 
sources 
than 
from 


hood 
says, did not begin by, speaking 


the 
from 
but 
self” 

Sever 
Uage 
the boo 
the 


that 
ing 
religio 
Bre 
istic 
interp 
their 
gre 
zeal) 
nia, 
sponta 
and 
The 
two 
(and 
exeget 
comme 
the 
the 
and 
the 
The 
the 
Gertru 
Oda 


for 


177. 
Be- 


both 
win 
was 
lay 
were 
eyes 
and 
God. 
Two 
the 
and 
Part 
Mat- 
oting 
who 
(p. 


Mary 
oman 
ction 
trary 
ating 
ife. 


religious discussion with woman. 
that day woman was recognized hav- 
ing attained her majority with regard 
religious questions” (p. 316). 

Breadth view generally character- 
istic the entire work. For those who 
interpret the Mary and Martha story 
their own likes, the author observes that 
greater fault than Martha’s excessive 
zeal) (p. 282). the anointing Betha- 
nia, finds divine approbation the 
spontaneous service warmth heart 
and suggests that such generosity per- 
haps more pleasing God than many 
sacrifice rising from cold calculation. 

The incidents Part Three run through 
two hundred pages giving the exhaustive 
(and somewhat exhausting) details 
exegete. First incident presented 
factually; then come the author’s own 
comments. These details serve sharp- 
the scriptural outlines and prepare 
the way for fresh impression Christ 
and womankind the next perusal 
the New Testament. 

The thorough documentation reveals 
the use material from such writers 
Gertrud von Fort, Edith Stein, and 
Oda Schneider. Sometimes, however, 
seem added merely for their 
own sake. 

The insight and style some the 
passages are suggestive the works 
Daniélou and Zundel, but Christ and 
Womankind much longer and more 
labored. Many lines will serve seeds 
contemplation. heroic people 
are Christians,” spoken regard- 
ing the breaking with sins and their occa- 
sions (p. 110); and discussing Martha 
and Mary, saints need not re- 
duced standard pattern” (p. 281). 

great number the striking thoughts 
are quotations from 
sources. soul more where loves 
than where lives” (p. 162) quoted 
from St. Bernard. Explaining the 


the Apostolic Age,” the author quotes 
from Paul Claudel, the priest, 
but woman given sacrifice her- 
self” (p. 


Several allusions the German lang- 


and people made the first part 


book need not dampen the ambitions 


the would reader. The work not 


provincial; general, manifests re- 
markable breadth discernment and 
dynamic view life difficult for many 
Germanic mind. 


Sister Mary Paul Ege, 


Hopkins Reader. Selected and with Intro- 
duction John Pick. New York and London: 
University Press, 1953. Pp. xxvii, 317. 
That Gerard Manley Hopkins has be- 

come recognized one the most sig- 
nificant poets the Victorian period 
now apparent. Interest his poetry, 
his letters, and his life has grown with 
each new publication his works. New 
editions his poems, commentary 
them, and critical analyses have added 
over period years the large amount 
Hopkins material available readers 
and writers. 

With the publication Hopkins 
Reader, Professor John Pick has done 
direct service Hopkins and those 
who find the poet’s themes beauty and 
grandeur poetic experiences their 
own lives. According Professor Pick, 
the Reader attempt select and 
reprint the most important material from 
four volumes Hopkins material pub- 
lished from 1935-1938.” Such material 
includes letters, notebooks, and papers 
arranged that they illuminate the poet- 
Hopkins and help make under- 
standing easier and appreciation deeper. 

Hopkins Reader divided into seven 
parts: Poems, Observation Nature: 
Inscape, Poetic Theory, Practical Criti- 
cism, The Other Arts, Personal Letters, 
and Religion. Each part stimulates new 
appreciation Hopkins the man and 
priest well Hopkins the poet. 
The notations his journals the deli- 
cate colors particular sunset Wales 
lays the background for his theory 
everything. His poetic 
theory that all poetry must have in- 
dividualizing touch makes his own “‘new” 
kind poetry more understandable. His 
letters and his reflections religion give 
insight into the heart and soul 
man reaching for perfection both life 
and poetry. Criticism thorough and 
true with Hopkins, but his rule that the 
“first requisite for critic 
easily seen his own appreciation 
poets his time and writers the past. 
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His personal letters tell his deep affec- 
tion for his friends and his tremendous 
love for his own order religion. 
Hopkins seen only his poetry might 
appraised one difficult under- 
stand and hard read, one pur- 
suit beauty spangled with many star- 
like images. Hopkins seen more every 
aspect his life and thought more 
completely appreciated priest-poet 
recording the individual struggles and 
trials soul attuned not only the 
loveliness earth but also its limita- 
tions. Hopkins Reader brings together 
the most significant and penetrating selec- 
tions from recent editions concerning the 
et. Handled outstanding Hop- 
ins scholar, the book Professor Pick 
addition that most readers, critics, 
teachers, and writers will welcome. 


Sister Scholastica Schuster, 


The Light the World. Right Rev. Bene- 
dict Baur, O.S.B. Translated Rev. Edward 
Malone, St. Louis and London: 
Herder Book Co., 1952. Pp. 590; iv, 
463. $7.50; 7.00. 

The masterly work Werde Licht, writ- 
ten Benedict Baur, Archabbot 
Beuron, early 1937, has finally been 
made available English through its 
translation the Reverend Edward 
Malone, O.S.B., Conception Abbey. 

This work consists meditations for 
every day the year, drawn from the 
liturgy the Church and arranged accord- 
ing the cycles the church year. The 
dominant spirit the particular cycle 
pervades each meditation. This effect- 
through the use quotations from the 
texts the and many 
other appropriate Scripture verses. 
skillfully linking different texts similar 
meaning, the same idea repeatedly 
brought out and thus makes upon the 
mind more firm and lasting impression. 
Since the Mass the primary act 
worship the framework the Opus 
Dei, these meditations are particularly 
well suited for Benedictines. 

The underlying plan the whole work 
that the course year Christ re- 
lives His life through the liturgy. The 
Mystical Body lives with Him, and 
Him, and through Him, with piety 
gratitude, adoration, praise, joy- 
ful consciousness that giving His 
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Son, the Father has given all 
Himself. Under the guidance the 
Holy Mother God, the model those 
engaged liturgical meditation, the 
thus nourished will radiate Christ and 
with the Virgin Mother will sing the 
Magnificat. 

While the original work three 
volumes, corresponding the 
cycles the church year, the translation 
appears two books considerable 
larger size and more readable print, 
Volume one contains the Christmas and 
the Easter cycles and volume two the 
time after Pentecost. Some the very 
long paragraphs are broken into small- 
units. The sequence the first 
volume improved the translation 
completing the octave the feast the 
Immaculate Conception, including the 
feast St. Lucy, then inserting the third 
week Advent, the fourth Sunday and 
the feast St. Thomas the Apostle, and 
climaxing the Advent meditations with 
those the great O’s. the original 
German the great O’s precede instead 
follow the third Sunday. 

Here and there the translator has 
placed lengthy, detailed passage with 
shorter but equally comprehensive 
For example, his translation: “He God 
with every phase life; even 
takes our place the cross, remains 
with Holy Communion, our daily 
Mass, and our tabernacles” more 
effective than the original: ‘Gott mit 
uns’ schenkt uns Seine Liebe, Seine 
Wahrheit, Sein Herz, Seine Gnade, Sein 
Blut, sich selber der Krippe, 
Kreuze, Opfer der heiligen Messe, 
Tabernakel, der heiligen 
munion.” 

the other hand, strong effect 
duced through repetition certain 
phrase the original may have lost some 
its force the substitution variables 
the translation the curtailing 
the passage. spite the difficulty 
that faces every translator retaining 
the exact meaning together with the 
characteristic force the original, and 
spite the many quotations from the 
Scriptures Werde Licht, there noth- 
ing stilted, forced, foreign about the 
style the English translation; the 
contrary, reads like original work. 
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The Reverend Joseph Nuttin the 
faculty the University Louvain pub- 
lished his work first Dutch under the 
Psychoanalyse 
opvatting van mens the series Uni- 
versitaire Bibliotheek voor Psychologie. 
was almost immediately translated into 
conception spiritualiste With- 
three years, Sheed and Ward, realizing 
the value the work for the English- 
speaking world, brought out Lamb’s 
translation very attractive edition. 


The history psychology shows that 
along the way some the most erroneous 
movements have been fruitful inspiring 
genuine discoveries. Mesmerism brought 
about recognition the power sug- 
gestion. Phrenology negatively inspired 
excellent research cerebral functions. 
And after the first shock which Freud 
produced presenting psychoanalysis, 
has perhaps also negative inspir- 
ation prodded psychoanalysts into 
personality research which after quarter 
century gaining important momentum. 
Dom Moore, Dynamic Psychology, was 
perhaps the first among Catholic writers 
psychology publicize the grain 
truth among the tares error Freud’s 
teaching, emphasizing the value his 
methods rather than the faults his 
philosophy. Allers’ Successful Error gave 
Freud credit for inspiring medical re- 
search the area psychosomatics. 
the present work, Doctor Nuttin utilizes 
Freudism source new ideas about 
man’s psychic His position and 
are well stated the preface. 
Freud’s work as, first, ordinary 
system; second, therapeutic 
method; and third, depth psychology. 

The thirty-page preliminary survey 
particular value American readers 
the development psycho- 
geographically and temporally, 
aware local impacts and inter- 
pret them their proper value. The 
chief problem, the first part 
the book, consists drawing com- 


tion unconscious motivation with the 
traditional conception freedom the 
behavior the normal man,” with special 
attention “the complexity the moti- 
vation human behavior.” The second 
part devoted his development 
concept the dynamic structure per- 
sonality from the viewpoint general 
psychology.” This viewpoint adopts 
counter-balance the path- 
ological view” psychoanalysis. does 
not pretend fill all the details this 
theory personality. 

Doctor Nuttin shows his familiarity 
with American developments and quotes 
outstanding members the American 
Psychoanalytic Association demon- 
strate his thesis that, this country, 
any rate, the doc- 
trine esoteric school disappears, 
become integrated with the general 
psychology behavior.” However, 
carefully avoids reading into the current 
trends any real appreciation the spirit- 
uality man. limits his praise 


measured statement that “the present at- 
mosphere [here] more propitious for the 
development broader conception 
human personality than was that the 


psychoanalytical school” (p. 

The final chapter exposition the 
individual psychology Alfred Adler, 
who even before his break with Freud 
characterized the “center the small 
opposition group which existed the 
very heart psychoanalysis” (p. 259). 
evaluating Adler’s contribution, Doc- 
tor Nuttin close agreement with the 
late Dom Rauth The Catholic Universi- 
America, that represents “fund 
interesting and important ideas,” par- 
ticularly those connected with the ten- 
dency self-assertion and the feeling 
community. 

His forty-five page discussion depth 
psychology should valuable guide 
Catholic clinical psychologists because 
his very careful delineation the re- 
sponsibility the therapist the pro- 
fessional administration several types 
treatment. Teachers general psy- 
chology also will find the volume valu- 
able addition their reference shelves. 


Sister Anne Cawley, 
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Psychoanalysis and Personality, Dynamic 
Theory Normal Joseph 
Nuttin. Translated George Lamb. New 
York: Sheed and Ward, 1953. Pp. viii, 310. 


LENGTHY scholarly article 

Dom Gregory Stevens, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory was recently publish- 
The Thomist. The first part appear- 
the July issue and the concluding 
section October. The article 
“The Disinterested Love God Accord- 
ing St. Thomas and Some His 
Modern Interpreters.” Before consider- 
ing the actual position St. Thomas, 
Dom Gregory sets forth those the in- 
terpreters. Some those whose thought 
skillfully marshals for his purpose are 
Rousselot, Gilson, Regnon, 
D’Arcy, Mouroux, Lubac, and Nygren. 


Theology Digest for Autumn carries 
digest article breviary reform 
Abbot Salmon, the Pontifical Abbey 
St. Jerome Rome. The digest fol- 
lowed bibliography. 


new Benedictine quarterly com- 
pleting its first year. Superseding Mared- 
sous Abbey’s Esprit vie, Bible 
vie chrétienne, “revue doctrine, 
spiritualité pastorale bibliques.” 
published the Paris firm Caster- 
mann, under the direction Maredsous, 
with Dom Célestin Charlier manager. 
The inside cover bears impressive list 
patrons and collaborators. The first 
number contains article Pére 
Daniélou: “Le cantique Moise 
Vigile The format the maga- 
zine attractive and distinguished. 


Our Sunday Visitor for August re- 
lates its front-page Chat” the 
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Benedictina Current Literature 
Sister Frances O.S.B. 


byterianism, and now Benedictine 
monk. Father Augustine 
mong Mexican Catholics the 
States and connected with the 
Moorhead, Minnesota. 


Classical Bulletin for November 
tains review Corpus 
new edition Migne being undertaken 
the Benedictines Steenbrugge, 
gium. 


Two works for the seminary, two for 
lay adults, and two for children are new 
publications that exemplify the successful 
activity The Grail Press St. 
rad Archabbey. The two works for the 
seminary are The Popes and the 
hood: Symposium Papal 
the Priesthood (135p., paper), 
Rome and the Study Scripture, 5th ed. 
and enl. (165p., paper). Two 
lets for the adult laity are 
Robert Eiten, S.J., and Friends 
(about the Holy Helpers and other 
Saints), Robert Wood, S.M. 


Moore, will please the little ones. 


Echoes the Abbots’ Convention 
Rome were doubtless heard last 
many convent and monastery 
America. This was made 


throug 
Americ 
Joseph 
from 
You 
that 
story Father Augustine Cornides, Bene 
recent convert via Lutheranism and Pres. special 
Maurus 
wtice 
stamp 
anc 
bbey 
cis 
letec 
gust 
Sist 
Rey 
book Mary Fabyan Windeatt: 
for Margaret (Margaret Mary 
will delight older children and their 
while Little Saints, Margaret and 
tion 


through the thoughtfulness Abbot Co- 

Thuis, President the Swiss- 

American Congregation and Abbot St. 

Abbey, St. Benedict, Louisiana. 

Europe, Abbot Columban wrote 

fom day day Benedictine 

Yours” his monastic family, and 

consented that mimeograph- 

might shared with other 
Benedictines. 

Benedictine stamp collectors will 

dictine Maurus stamp recently issued Saar. 

30-franc plus 10f black stamp. The 

United wtice The New York Times, December 

states that the scene the 

taken from Monte Cassino 

and shows St. Benedict sending St. 

forth spread the Benedictine 

and life. The surtax aid the 


FROM ST. LUCY’S PRIORY 
(Continued from page eighty) 


Sister Kevin, Sister Cabrini, 
Auxilia, and Sister Rebecca. 
The Rev. Bernard Sause, St. Benedict’s 
Atchison, Kansas, visited St. 
Priory August 26, and celebrat- 
Mass the feast St. Augustine. 
the School Health 
College for Women, were Sister 
Howe and Sister Mary Bride 
The former spoke Biblio- 
the latter was panel spea 
the subject Health Education 


le 3 
possib Total School Curriculum. 


ntion 


Rev. Mother and Mother 
Mary Cecilia the Benedictine Convent 
Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, 
were guests the Priory November 
29. 


The Sisters began the Marian Year with 
high Mass celebrated the Feast 
the Immaculate Conception, December 
high Mass also marked the observance 
the patronal feast December 13. 
The Rev. Joseph Woods, O.S.B., was 
celebrant. 

During Advent the Rev. Vincent Mar- 
tin, O.S.B., gave conferences the 
the Priory. Father Vincent assis- 
tant pastor Our Lady Assumption 
Parish, Claremont, California. 


The full Christmas liturgy was observed 
the community, beginning with Ves- 
pers Christmas Eve. Compline was 
said p.m., and Matins began 10:30 
p-m. followed Midnight Mass, 
which was celebrated Father Joseph. 


Sisters from South Bay missions, San 
Ysidro, Coronado, Chula Vista, and 
National City, came the Priory for the 
celebration the Christmas holidays. 


PRAYER FOR 1954 


are the Virgins Five, calied from the fields 
And towering skylines into the cool shade, 
Recalling wistfully how from our clay 
Scholastica’s and Gertrude’s once were made. 


are those answering with gladness while 
Tall headlines show the bright world sick pow’r, 


are the brittle clay Christ looked upon 
And summoned help battle out this hour. 


from their centuries blowing fields, 

From skylines making ours look old and odd, 
Tomorrow’s Five will guard the high gate 

When are old earth and new God 


What Thou didst those years ago with 


clay, 
Italy and Saxon hills, today. 
Steady the flame hold, that these may 
borrow 
Who come from out the tossing fields to- 
morrow. 


Sister O.S.B. 
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Der 
two for 
new 
for the Cardinal who conferred 
upon religious students who had 
their work the Immaculate 
Sth ed. saw the following Sisters join 


WHO AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Rev. Paschal Botz, (“Sponsa Regis Aeterni”), Professor 
ture St. John’s Seminary, Collegeville, Minnesota, the editor Sponsa Regis and 
frequent contributor Worship. 


Dietrich von Hildebrand, Ph.D. (“Consecrated Virginity”), Professor Philosophy 
the Fordham University Graduate School, the author Defense Purity, 
Transformation Christ, Marriage, Christian Ethics, and other works. 


Sister Claire Lynch, O.S.B., Ph.D. (“Workshop Study Benedictine Prayer 
former Professor History the College St. Benedict, St. Joseph, Min- 
nesota, and now Mistress Novices St. Bede’s Priory, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 


Rev. David Kinish, A.M.L.S. (“Religious Vows and Consecration”) 
Associate Librarian St. Benedict’s College, Atchison, Kansas, and Chaplain 
the Sisters Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison. 


Rev. Demetrius Dumm, L.S.S. (“St. Jerome and the Theology 
has recently joined the faculty the St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, after having spent four years Sant’ Anselmo College, Rome, and two 
years the Ecole Biblique Archéologique Frangaise Jerusalem. 


Rev. Hermes Kreilkamp, O.F.M., Cap., S.T.L. (“Byzantine Benedictines 
Switzerland”), friar St. Felix Friary, Huntington, Indiana, describes the life 
the new community Benedictine nuns the Byzantine rite Cureglia, Switzer- 
land, from personal visit their Casa Studi Bizantini 1951 his way back 
the States from Rome, where obtained his Licentiate Eastern Theology from the 
Pontifical Oriental Institute. 


Sister Petra Quinlan, O.S.B., A.M. and the Young Christian 
teaches religion, English, and journalism Villa Madonna Academy, Coving- 
ton, Kentucky. For the past four years she has been working with high school 


groups. 
Dom Anthony Figueras, O.S.B. (“Scriptural Studies Montserrat’’), monk 
the famous Spanish monastery Montserrat, describes the scriptural studies now 
progress there. 


All other contributors are members the community Mount St. 
Atchison, Kansas. 


NOTICES EXPIRATION are not mailed, but hope that old and 
new subscribers will find convenient send their subscriptions 
early date. Prompt attention this matter will enable pre- 
pare our mailing list for the next issue. 


Subscription price for the Benedictine Review $2.00. 
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